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THE KING. 


Colonel-in- Chief. 


EDITOR’S NOTES. 


= Ki agreeably with precedent, has been graciously pleased to 

a iaiaialt Colonel-in-Chief of the Regiments of the Household 
Cavalry and of the Brigade of Guards. It has also been within His 
Majesty's pleasure to nominate as his Personal A.D.Cs., Field-Marshal 
H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught, Senior Colonel of the Brigade of Guards, 
Major-General the Earl of Athlone, Colonel of the Life Guards, and 
Colonel the Earl of Harewood, sometime Captain in the Grenadier Guards. 


* * * 


At the Coronation Service in the Abbey Church of Westminster, on 
12th May, the office of Gold Stick will be entrusted to Sir William Bird- 
wood. According to roster, Lord Athlone should perform the duty next 
to the person of the Sovereign, but as the Colonel of the Life Guards will 
be in the group of Royal Personages, the Colonel of the Royal Horse 
Guards will take his place. The Sovereign's Escort will be composed of 
the Life Guards; the Field Officer in Brigade Waiting will be Colonel 
Rasch, Grenadier Guards. 

* * 6 


The suggestion is afoot that for the Trooping of the Colour there 
may be some departure from accustomed routine. ‘he procedure adopted 
for the Inspection of Battalions of Guards by King Edward VIII might 
well be followed, in which case the Household Cavalry would escort the 


Sovereign to, and from, the parade ground but would take no further 
part in the ceremonial. 


Not the least of the honours which lie thick upon the Duke of Con- 
naught is the fact that he has served as Personal A.D.C. to five Sovereigns; 
a record almost certainly without parallel in history. 

eo” Felore 


We regret that sudden, and violent, pressure on our space compelled 
us to degrade Captain Maxse's review of two remarkable books into small 
print. What he has written will, however, surely stir fresh thoughts 
about one of the very few soldiers of whom it can be said that he was 
equally happy at Court, in camp or in command of a fleet of battleships 
in action. Early in 1660 the question was acute as to how General Monck 
would be received by the returning Sovereign. But the point was not long 
in doubt. ‘ The General,” so writes the chronicler, ‘‘ received the King 
with becoming duty but His Majesty embraced him with all! affection so 
absolutely entire and vehement as higher could not be expressed by a 
Prince to a subject.”’ And this effusive greeting on the famous 2sth 
May was quickly followed by the bestowal, en route to London, of the 
highest Order of Chivalry. Dryasdust has been frequently forward to 
Note that after Monck, until the reign of George V, Sir Robert Walpole 
pe Lord Palmerston were the only Commoners to receive the Garter. 
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BRIGADE UNIFORMS OF THE PAST. 
By Major C. F. FLEMING, LATE IRISH GUARDS. 


“THIS article was prompted by an old water-colour picture the writer picked 

up in London many years ago which turned out to be the original by 
R. Simkin, and dated 1876. It portrays fourteen figures of Grenadiers, 
Coldstreamers and Scots Fusilier Guards of the day, officers and men. A 
study of this picture created an urge to compare its selection of orders of dress 
with various other earlier and later uniforms. 

To deal with a period earlier than 1800 involves too lengthy an article, 
but there are many pictures since 1800 which are interesting and most remark- 
able for the general design of uniforms up to the present day. To digress 
slightly for a moment, one has heard lately of what the younger generation 
call the new salute with the sword and.the new order of dress for mounted 
officers. The salute called new is a revival in part, seeing that it was carried 
out in the days of feather-plumed hats and was accompanied at first by the 
removal of the hat and later by a salute with the left hand in graceful time 
with the motion of the sword. As to the wearing of overalls by mounted 
officers, one’s first reaction was the delightful old-fashioned air the change had 
created, but there was nothing new in the change, for mounted officers were 
thus dressed one hundred years ago. There is a charming coloured engraving 
“« Officer of the Coldstream Guards, Winter Dress,” by Mansion and Eschauzier, 
which shows a mounted officer, presumably the adjutant, riding a charger with 
a docked tail, and wearing blue overalls. 

One begins to wonder whether the bearskin cap has not lost something 
by being shorn of those handsome bullion tassels just beneath the scarlet 
feather plume, while the perfectly-fitting coatee, shoulder-belt and crimson 
waist-sash with the wide scarlet-striped trousers make a beautiful picture of a 
slim young Guards officer. A similar engraving of a Grenadier officer of the 
same period, but in summer dress and so wearing white trousers, shows three 
mounted officers in the background all wearing white overalls. Looking at 
these pictures one finds it difficult to understand why the officer's sash was 
ever transferred to the left shoulder, where it remained until after the South 
African War—probably the military eye, used to the shoulder-belt, could not 
bear the expanse of scarlet tunic. For all that, one of the finest coloured 
engravings of the Brigade, ‘‘ Lord Rokeby, Scots Guards ’’ (Drahonet) shows 
that officer without a cross-belt but undeniably smart. 

But this is all by the way, and the picture which is the genesis of the 
argument is being forgotten. The figures in it are: Coldstreamer in Marching 
Order, Scots Guards Corporal in white jacket, Coldstreamer in Guard Order, 
Colour-Sergeant of Grenadiers in Guard Order, Lieutenant-Colonel of Cold- 
stream Guards, mounted, full dress, Major of same Regiment in Levee Order 
with gold stripes on his overalls, Grenadier Lieutenant in Guard Order with 
Queen’s Colour, Surgeon of Scots Guards with pouch-belt, cocked hat and 
black feathers, Grenadier Quartermaster, Scots Guard Piper (no black cock 
hackle), Grenadier Bandsman with a curious trombone with valves, Grenadier 
Drummer and Scots Guard Pioneer with axe and beard. 

The first impression given by this group is the maturity of various ranks 
depicted, but this is probably due to the amount of what Victorian novelists 
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called “ hirsute appendages.’”” All ranks, except the Drummer, have large 
moustaches, and the Pioneer’s beard is a noble growth. In the case of more 
than one officer there is a suspicion of whiskers. Another impression is the very 
slight alteration which has taken place in the uniform of the Brigade during 
the last sixty years. Except to an expert eye the Colour-Sergeant is the same 
as his prototype of to-day, seeing that the only apparent difference is the type 
of equipment braces and that he wears the chevrons and badge of his rank on 
both arms of his tunic as in the present-day service dress. As for the officers, 
there is a shoulder-cord on the left shoulder to retain the sash, and the badges 
of rank are worn on the tunic collar. Still, if the Colour-Lieutenant’s sash 
were taken from his shoulder and put round his waist, there is little to choose 
between him and an officer going on Guard to-day. In other cases the short 
gaiters may look strange to the modern eye, but on the whole the general 
aspect is much as it is to-day. A study of various photographs of the Brigade 
up to the South African War tells the same tale. Perhaps the square opening 
to the collar, as worn to-day, rather than the rounded corners, is the most 
striking. 

The first tunic which succeeded the handsome coatee does not seem to 
have been a very happy design, and the general study of military uniforms of 
that period conveys a certain sloppiness in appearance which extended to the 
Brigade if any reliance can be placed on contemporary engravings, notably 
“ Scots Guards,” by J. Harris after H. Martens. No doubt it was the swing 
of the pendulum, from a tight-fitting garment to an easier one. 


From the picturesque point of view, at any rate, one cannot help regretting 
the abolition of white trousers which disappeared in the ’sixties. One has 
heard of the cry ‘‘ White trousers ! ” which is said to have resounded through 
a Guards’ barracks when a sudden summer shower came on to the detriment 
of those garments which were bleaching in the sun, but the writer was told by 
an officer of the Brigade, since dead, that when he joined his regiment in the 
‘eighties a sudden summer shower was greeted with the same cry, although 
the real application had passed away for years and many of those who used the 
expression had no idea what it meant. 


A picture now before the writer, of a Scots Fusilier Guard Colour-Sergeant 
in Guard Order, wearing a coatee with epaulettes, crossed shoulder-belts and 
belt plate, crimson waist-sash and white trousers would take a lot of beating 
for general effect, even though less comfortable than a tunic, and a companion 
picture of a Grenadier Pioneer with a white plume curled right over the top 
of his bearskin cap, white leather apron and gauntlets, large pouch on his belt 
in front, colossal axe and fine beard, gives one the idea that a grand showing 
was made by the detachment, similarly dressed and equipped, which marched at 
the head of the battalion to clear away any obstacles from its path. Much 
glory was taken away when these magnificent warriors were relegated to the 
Pioneer’s Shop, where they continue to perform equally useful but less spec- 
tacular service. 

And so these slight changes go on, new weapons, new methods of fighting 
and transport by land and air, possibly new and strange fighting kit, but 
through all, the general principles of Brigade uniform continue, like the spirit 
of the Brigade—unchanged and unchanging. 
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THE NATIONAL HORSE SHOW, NEW YORK, 
AND 


ROYAL AGRICULTURAL WINTER FAIR, 
TORONTO. 


By Caprain Sir P. Grant-Lawson, Bt., Royat Horse GuarDs. 


REPARATION.—Early in September of last year, Major A. L. Cameron, 
R.H.A. (Chief Instructor, Equitation School), Captain R. G. Fanshawe, 
16th/5th Lancers, Lieut. J. A. Talbot-Ponsonby, 7th Hussars, and myself, 
assembled at Weedon and began schooling for our forthcoming trip to America. 
We started with the choice of fourteen horses, and it was not until a few days 
before they were due to sail that it was finally decided which horses should be 
included in the team. Eventually the horses selected were as follows :— 


Major Cameron TY .. MAGPIE. Bay mare, from Woolwich. 
*BLUE STEEL. Grey gelding, from 
Weedon. 
Captain Fanshawe... . NORAH. Brown mare, from 16th/s5th 
Lancers. 
*BLUE DUN. Chestnut mare, from 
Weedon. 
Captain Sir P. Grant-Lawson, SUSAN. Black mare, from Royal Horse 
Bt. Guards. 
BABY. Bay gelding, from Royal Corps 
of Signals. 
Lieut. Talbot-Ponsonby ... KINETON. Bay gelding, from Weedon. 
MAGUIRE. Chestnut gelding, from 
Woolwich. 


Of these eight horses, Magpie and Kineton had jumped in the Olympic 
Games in Berlin, Blue Steel was in our team which was third in the “‘ three-day 
contest” in the Olympic Games. Maguire was a reserve show jumper in 
Berlin, and Susan was in the team which went to the Dublin Horse Show, 
winning one first and two second prizes, including being in the team which 
was second in the Aga Khan Cup. 

THE OUTWARD JOURNEY.—These eight horses, with four civilian grooms 
under the charge of Mr. Ludford, an ex-Regimental Sergeant-Major in the 
R.H.A., who is now on the establishment of the Equitation School, sailed in 
the American Trader from London Docks in the middle of October, and luckily 
just missed the worst storm for several years. The American Trader is a 
cattle boat fitted with loose boxes for the horses in which they had ample room 
to move about and lie down. The grooms kept the horses fit during the 
voyage by massaging them with a soft leather pad made into a form of wisp. 

I was the only bachelor in the team, and the other three all decided to 
take their wives, so at about midday on 23rd October we seven assembled on 


* Half way through the New York Show these two horses were changed over. 


ssaessnqy yiZ ‘Aquosuog-Oq[e], “NetT HU CON “o's ‘uorme; 
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board the s.s. Manhattan at Southampton, where Major-General Blakiston- 
Houston and Captain Eastman, R.H.A. (Adjutant, Equitation School) had 
come to see us off, and we were given a right good send off. The sea was calm 
and nothing of interest happened until we arrived at Queenstown at about 
5 a.m. next day. Here the Irish team came on board, and soon afterwards a 
gale got up and most of our party got down to their cabins and stayed there. 

For four days we were being pitched about badly, and very few passengers 
appeared on deck. As we neared New York fresh faces appeared, and we 
actually anchored in the Hudson River at about ‘midnight on the night of 
2gth/30th October, but docked at breakfast time on 30th October. No sooner 
had we docked than Captain Tom Christian, of the United States Army, came 
on board to arrange to spare us going through the emigration formalities 
and to take charge of our baggage so that we need not have it examined at the 
Customs. We had previously been asked to land in uniform for the benefit 
of the Press, so the Irish team and ourselves then spent a considerable time on 
deck under a barrage of cameras and questions. Finally, our baggage was all 
collected and taken to our hotel—the Waldorf Astoria—by an Army truck 
belonging to the Quartermaster’s Corps of the U.S. Army, and we were taken 
there by cars lent by the same corps. 

Our RECEPTION IN NEW YorK.—On arrival at that palatial hotel, we 
each received a letter of welcome from the President of the Show, in which we 
were told that Captain Ladue and Captain Christian had been detailed by the 
Officer Commanding Second Corps Area to act as liaison officers to the foreign 
teams. He also told us that his Association were making us their guests at 
the hotel, giving us our rooms and valet service, and would give us $6.50 
a day from our arrival to the date of our final departure, for all other incidental 
expenses. During the day we also received invitations to luncheons, cocktail 
parties, dinners and receptions for practically every day that we were going to 
be in New York. In every case the invitation was marked “ In honour of the 
Foreign Officers,” or words to that effect. 

Our horses had stood the journey well and arrived a few days before us. 
They were stabled in a barracks belonging to the National Guard, situated 
on 94th Street, only two blocks off Great Central Park. We had from 3Ist 
October to 3rd November in which to get them back into condition and school 
them, this we did by slow canters in the Park and schooling in the barracks. 
On Tuesday, 3rd November, the social activities began in earnest. All the 
seven military teams were taken by car from our hotel for a luncheon party on 
Governor’s Island (New York’s military station), accompanied by a police 
escort on a motor cycle with his syren going the whole way. We drove on 
either side of the road, and did not even stop for traffic lights. In the evening 
we attended a dinner and review of the National Guard in which the horses of 
the competing teams were paraded. 

THE NATIONAL HorsE SHow.—The Horse Show, which is held in Madison 
Square Gardens, lasted from Wednesday, 4th November, until Tuesday, 
roth November, including one performance on the Sunday evening. The 
Gardens were packed to capacity for every performance. In fact, I was 
told that on the last night, when the team event was taking place, people were 
paying $7 for standing room. Madison Square Gardens is similar to Olympia, 
except that there is no space for a collecting ring, and the stables are all under 
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ground, being below the arena and air conditioned. The floor of the arena 
was of sand, which looked well by electric light. The ceiling was decorated 
by the national flags of the competing teams, and the sides of the arena painted 
in orange and black. The whole effect was very picturesque, especially during 
the Military Jumping classes, when there were no white wings to spoil the 
effect. Each fence was flanked by small evergreen trees in tubs on either side. 


One of the features of the first and last nights was a parade of the military 
teams headed by an escort of a squadron of the Manhattan Units ro1st Cavalry, 
New York National Guard and Band. These parades were more appreciated 
by the spectators than either the riders or their horses ! 

To mention some of the main features here I will start by saying that the 
standard of jumping was so high that nothing less than a clear round would 
ever get a prize and that practically every competition had to be jumped off. 
The competing teams were : The United States, France, Canada, Chili, Sweden, 
Irish Free State and ourselves. The chief events of interest were the Brookes- 
Bright Challenge Cup, which Jack Talbot-Ponsonby won for the second time, 
having won it on his previous visit in 1931, Dickie Fanshawe being second. 
The Individual Military Class on the penultimate night, in which Jack Talbot- 
Ponsonby on Kineton, and the captain of the Chilean team, Captain Eduardo 
Yanez on Toqui, each did four clear rounds and, in the fifth round when the 
fences had been raised to 5 ft. 3 in., Toqui hit one and Kineton did his fifth 
consecutive clear round. The excitement during this event passes all 
description and was one of the main features in the New York Press the next 
day. 

a On the final night in the team event, the Americans, Canadians, Irish 
and ourselves tied, and on the first jump off the Canadians were eliminated. 
The fences were than again raised to 5 ft. 3 in., and Jack Ponsonby being the 
last man to jump had to do another clear round for us to beat the Irish Free 
State ; this he succeeded in doing, and received a terrific reception. In those 
two nights Kineton had jumped 67 fences and had cleared 66 of them, only 
making one fault during the second round in the team event. 


Toronto.—Early next morning we boxed our horses for the journey up 
to Toronto. During this journey we had our only mishap when Susan became 
restless and started kicking so hard that she lamed herself and was not sound 
again throughout the trip. We then spent a week exercising the horses and 
freshening them up for the Winter Fair, which lasted from 18th to 26th 
November. The Exhibition grounds comprise about three hundred acres. 
The Coliseum itself, which is the Main Ring, is about the size of Olympia, and 
adjoining it are buildings to stable the horses, cattle and other exhibits such as 
fruit, flowers, honey, dogs, cats and hens. 

All the teams came on to Toronto with the exception of the French and 
Swedes, and we were given a floor of the Royal York Hotel where, apart from 
our bedrooms, we had a ladies’ sitting-room and dining-room, men’s sitting- 
room and dining-room, and a communal bar, in which everything was free—in 
fact, you could not even buy yourself a cocktail owing to the licensing laws. 
The way in which the teams were entertained in Toronto was similar to New 
York, except that the parties were always in private houses or hunt clubs, 
instead of apartments and hotels. Everyone put themselves out to be kind 
to us. One day our team was lent cars to drive down to Niagara, and twice, 
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before it froze too hard, we were offered horses for an afternoon with the Egling- 
ton Hunt Club, which is a pack of draghounds. Dickie Fanshawe went on 
both occasions, and I went on one, as on the other day I had already arranged 
to see Ruth Draper, who was doing her character studies there that week. 

THE WINTER F‘Arr.—We schooled or exercised our horses in the mornings, 
but practically never had a competition until about 11 p.m., as most of the day 
was devoted to cattle and draught horses ; this gave us an excellent oppor- 
tunity to make up some of the sleep for which we were by now beginning to 
feel in need. 

I shall not try to describe the different classes from memory, but shall 
content myself with saying that, as in New York, the standard of jumping 
was very high, and almost every class necessitated at least one “ jump off.” 
Jack Talbot-Ponsonby won the $500 Military Jumping Stake on Kineton, 
Bede Cameron being third and equal fifth on Blue Dun and Magpie respectively. 
Bede Cameron also won the Chilean Challenge Trophy on Blue Dun and tied 
with Kineton for first and second places in the Military Broad Jump on the same 
mare, after a jump off with two Irishmen and a Canadian. 

In the team event on the last but one night, the Canadians, Americans 
and ourselves tied with no faults, and on the jump off the Canadians were 
placed first, and ourselves second. The cheers when the Canadians won must 
have been heard over most of Canada, even had the event not been broadcast. 

HomMEWARD BounD.—The next morning our horses returned to New York, 
where they were stabled on Governor’s Island until they were due to sail on 
5th December. With our responsibilities over we left Toronto that night 
to spend the few days before sailing according to our inclinations. The 
Fanshawe's visiting Virginia, the Cameron’s spent a day in Washington, and 
the Talbot-Ponsonby’s and I contented ourselves with the night life of New 
York. 

R.M.S. “ QUEEN Mary.’’—The American shipping strike made us wonder 
whether the Manhattan would sail to schedule on 2nd December, so we got 
permission to exchange on to the Queen Mary, which was due to sail on the 
same day at the same time. Here was luxury after the Manhattan, which had 
been my only previous experience of ocean travel. The combination of 
interesting passengers, smooth sea, and great comfort, made the voyage end 
all too soon. 

In Conciusion.—Let us hope that the crowds which are expected in 
London this year for the Coronation will give our International Horse Show 
the support which it so richly deserves, Englishmen and women are known the 
world over as horse lovers, so there is no reason why the attendances at Olympia 
should not excel those in New York and Toronto. Good luck to the Inter- 


national Horse Show of 1937. 


The King has been graciously pleased to become Patron of the Household 
Brigade Flying Club. 
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A VISIT TO THE DEAD SEA. 
By Serer. (O.R.C.) W. W. Woop, 3Rp Bn. CoLDSTREAM GUARDS. 


OOKING almost due east from the Mount of Olives, a perfect panorama, 

seeming all the world like a well-built sand-table, spreads out to the view. 

In the foreground, a mass of sharply jutting peaks and dead ground, lies The 

Wilderness. Beyond, looking near enough for one to walk there for an after- 

noon swim, is the Dead Sea, flanked on its farther side by the Transjordanian 

Mountains of Moab. Actually the distance as the crow flies is eighteen miles, 
and by road more than thirty. 

Areal Palestine dawn heralded the day of the visit, a sky of unrelieved blue. 

At ten o'clock we take the Jericho road, and soon Jerusalem and Bethany, 
the one and only village on the route, are left behind. The next place of 
interest that we see is the place where lived the Good Samaritan. For countless 
years an inn has stood on this spot, the half-way stage between Jerusalem and 
Jericho, and the one haven of refuge on a road that was always dangerous. 

Downward twists the road, in never-ending curves, until a signpost is 
reached which says, very briefly and in three languages, ‘‘ Sea Level.” Then 
we know that the road will still descend for another thirteen hundred feet, 
and that we shall then have reached one of the lowest spots on earth. 

Soon we approach our objective, leaving to the left the new town of Jericho 
and its fertile surroundings, the crumbled walls of old Jericho, and the Mount 
of Temptation, its two monasteries, built on the sheer face of the mighty cliffs. 

Of the Dead Sea our first impression is that it looks very dirty ; close by 
the River Jordan empties into the sea, but there is no outlet. 

Soon we are ready for our first experience of a water that contains thirty 
per cent. of salt. I am one of the lucky ones who have brought gymnasium 
shoes as well as bathing dress. The others pick a precarious way through 
razor-edged stones in their bare feet, until, with deeper water, the bottom 
becomes smoother. 

Now I have never floated, or swum a single stroke, in my life. We reach 
four feet of water, and my mentor bids me to lie on my back. I regard him 
doubtfully, and with more hope than confidence I obey him. Then the first 
of many astounding things happens. My body is gently encompassed by the 
water, the head remains high and dry, the feet come like lightning to the 
surface, and there I am, bobbing like a cork on the sea, with no sort of effort. 

Once this is realized the most nervous of bathers can do anything. 

Using the arms like oars, you can paddle yourself far out into the deep 
with the easiest of minds, knowing full well that you will not sink. 

You can draw your knees high and dry, take your hands and arms out of 
the water, and sit there quite comfortably. If the necessary articles were at 
hand, without any trouble you could smoke a pipe, read a newspaper, or 
protect the head from the sun with an opened umbrella. 

It is very hard to force the body into an upright position in the water, 
with just the head and shoulders clear, because the trunk and lower limbs show 
a marked disinclination to leave the surface. 
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When this feat is accomplished, everything is just as easy as before. You 
can remain stationary without difficulty, or advance by using the legs as 
though walking, with a little assistance on the surface from the hands. 

After two hours in the water, the wonder of it all remains. 

Two hours later it is not very easy to believe that you have accomplished 
all these marvels. But the fact remains that you have done so, and if you, 
gentle reader, are, to put it mildly, sceptical of my claims, I can only wish 
some day you will visit the Dead Sea and do these things yourself. 

We return to Jerusalem in the fading light, with the evening mists, light 
as gossamer, forming wreaths in the countless valleys, and the last rays of 
the setting sun etching the hills and mountains in sharp relief. 

So falls the cool night over this Holy Land. 


TEL-AVIV. 
By Serct. (O.R.C.) W. W. Woop, 3rD Bn. CotpstrREAM GUARDS. 


N expanse of slumberous blue-clear water stretching itself lazily on the 
shore. Sands of crystal clearness warmed by the everlasting sunshine. 
Long lines of deck-chairs occupied by bronzed athletic people. Flat-bottomed 
surf-boats awaiting your hire. Rising behind, a town of perfectly white 
buildings. Numberless cafes and hotels fronting the Mediterranean. Coloured 
awnings and shaded verandas. Faint strains of dance music from the coolness 
of a flower-bedecked hotel lounge. City of youth—city of sunshine—Tel-Aviv, 
yet twenty-seven years ago this delightful spot was just waste ground. 

For the English “ Tommy ” the place holds enchantment. The weather 
is so certain and delightful. One remembers an August outing last summer 
as we bask on the sands here. Then we were so cold after bathing that our 
limbs would not keep still. Now, in November, the sun dries our bodies in a 
few seconds. 

The people seem friendly—might be friendlier still if more of them could 
speak English. 

‘Eskimo, Eskimo!’ The cry of the ice-cream vendor reaches us from 
the near distance. “Eskimo!” I yell in response. The man accepts the 
invitation with a grin. A sun-tanned man joins us from a neighbouring deck- 
chair, and tells us, in broken English, the price we should pay. ‘“‘ This piece, 
it will be five mils, or your penny farthing.” ‘‘ Thank you very much; it 
is kind of you to help us.” “‘ Ah! it is—pleasure. See, I am an old Army 
man also.” Proudly, “I fight for Poland in the big war.” 


More sunshine, more bathing, then we adjourn to a cafe, and after iced 
coffee, are ready for a stroll through the fresh, clean streets. 

Too quickly arrives the hour of departure, and the end of a glorious day. 

Good-night, Tel-Aviv. Should we never see your beauty again, many of 
us will remember you, when other places and other things are forgotten. 
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A WEEK’S LEAVE IN BECHUANALAND. 
By Lieut. F. H. H. B. Harris, Scots GUARDS. 


iG was a glorious morning when I arrived at Roberts Heights Aerodrome, 

Pretoria, at 6.30 a.m. to meet the aeroplane which I had chartered over- 
night to fly me 850 miles up to Livingstone. At 7.45 a.m. the ’plane arrived 
from Johannesburg, having been held up on account of ground mist. It was 
a diminutive two-seater machine, and I had grave doubts whether I should 
ever survive the trip as I am an appallingly bad airman, and the seating 
accommodation was not made for men of 6 ft. 6 in. I crawled in, sitting on 
rifles and the few bare necessities which the pilot would allow me to take. 
All other luggage, including two bottles of whisky, I reluctantly had to dump 
on the aerodrome and send back to Pretoria. 

The first stage of our journey to Pietersburg was uneventful, and I felt 
fairly well. We landed, filled up with petrol, and passed out of the Union 
into Southern Rhodesia. The second stage to Bulawayo I felt definitely 
unwell. We landed for more petrol and found some fiendishly “ hale-fellow- 
well-met ’’ mechanics to greet us. 

The journey was now getting monotonous, owing to passing over hundreds 
of miles of parched bush country with, as far as we could see, no roads and no 
cultivation except for a few native kraals. I was ill intermittently the whole 
of the last 260 miles, but recovered remarkably quickly when we sighted the 
spray of the Victoria Falls, which can be seen for seventy-five miles. On 
landing at Livingstone our machine was rushed by about 200 natives. I 
registered mild surprise to the pilot, who assured me these were natives waiting 
to be taken down to the Rand Gold Mines and had never seen an aeroplane 
before. 

In their midst was my good friend Harry Susman, who was being carried 
off his feet, in spite of shouting at the natives in a mixture of English, Sesuto 
and Yiddish. We had done 850 miles in eight and a half hours, which would 
have taken three and a half days by train. Harry Susman escorted me to 
his house, and his hospitality was overwhelming. He went mad with excite- 
ment when I told him I knew John Carew-Pole, Algy Heber-Percy and poor 
George Hyde, all of whom, having shot in this district, he had met and 
entertained. 

I slept the night at the local hotel, awoke very early and set out to hire a 
lorry off a Russian Jew, Mr. Fermanovsky. I arranged to pay him gd. a mile 
with a native chauffeur thrown in, which did not seem excessive until I drove 
the car! It had no accumulator, and thus no light or self-starting devices ; 
the radiator leaked badly, and the tyres were hardly better than inner tubes. 
I hurriedly packed my scanty equipment, bought some tinned provisions at 
the local store, including thirty gallons of petrol, borrowed a camp bed off 
Mr. Susman and set off to Kasane on the banks of the Chobe River, a tributary 
of the Zambesi, and about 130 milesaway. The first ten miles were uneventful, 
but the remainder were over a timber track through the forest, terribly bumpy 
and dusty, and we had to stop continually for water and burst tyres. Even- 
tually we had to cross the Zambesi by ferry, and again, after much shouting, 
ten natives were persuaded to bale the water out of the ferry, push our car on 
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board and paddle us across the river. It was no mean feat, as the current 
was strong, and we were carried 300 yards downstream before we got across. 


We were now in the Protectorate, as opposed to Northern Rhodesia, and 
soon reached Kasane, where I met Sergeant Smith, who is in charge of the 
Native Police, and Engelbrecht, a young Stock Inspector who had been lent 
to me by Colonel Rey, the District Commissioner. Engelbrecht was a delightful 
companion, very keen, and an exceptionally good rifle shot. I was delighted 
to hear that elephant had been drinking for ten consecutive nights only twelve 
miles farther up the river. We set off immediately and pitched our camp 
where we saw the spoor by the side of the river and where the elephant had 
been knocking down trees. I was far too excited that night to sleep, as there 
seemed every chance of getting an elephant the next day. 

The night was made hideous by a deluge from the heavens and lightning 
that lit up the whole countryside, and it proved to be our undoing as the 
elephant cleared off that very night to drink from the back pans which were 
now full of water. We spent all the morning looking for fresh spoor, but none 
was to be seen, and we were on the point of despair when Engelbrecht suggested 
visiting a back pan nearly roo miles in the forest. I agreed, in spite of him 
warning me it would take eight hours by car, and if the elephant grass was too 
high we should never get there at all. We set off along the side of the Chobe 
River, following a disused timber track in my wreck of acar. Every half- 
hour we had to fill up with water, and at the end of two hours we found we 
had broken the oil sump on the stump of a tree. There was nothing for it but 
to return to camp and get Engelbrecht’s car, but by now the heat was over- 
powering and on our return we found the temperature glass registering a firm 
104°, The journey back was infuriating, but full of minor excitements. 
Engelbrecht and I shot one kudu apiece, which are excellent eating, and I 
browned a mass of duck on a nearby pond and got twenty-six in two shots. 

We relied on chocolate as our staple diet, as it was so easy to carry in 
one’s pocket, but were soon disillusioned when we decided to eat it. It had 
not merely gone soft, but had disappeared altogether, just leaving the silver 
paper and running out through the seams of our pockets! The ginger biscuits, 
which I had in another pocket had undergone strange metamorphoses and 
were revoltingly messy. We got back to our camp at sundown, very hungry 
and thirsty, and laid down to rest while the natives cooked the duck for supper. 
The first course was the inevitable daily dose of quinine to ward off the effects 
of the malaria mosquitoes, and after that lashions of whisky. 

The next morning we started off, again before sunrise, and after eight 
hours’ driving at an average speed of ten miles per hour, the track made its 
last zig-zag and petered out. We then struck across country through elephant 
grass sometimes higher than the radiator, and mowed down bushes that 
sprang back and hit us in the face and on the arms with penetrating and 
carniverous thorns that tore through our bare skin. We then had to abandon 
the car and walk a further four miles, when we came upon a small native kraal. 
The natives told us that clephant had been there the previous night and had 
moved on. There was nothing for it but to stay the night where we were 
and return home the next day, feeling very disappointed and utterly 
defeated. 

We survived the return journey and met on our way an old Boer farmer, 
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who was building Native Police huts for the Government. He gave us some 
tea and asked us to deliver a note to his wife, who lived on his farm on the border 
of Southern Rhodesia and Bechuanaland, and gave us carte blanche to shoot 
anything we liked on his farm. We arrived there the following morning and 
pitched our tarpaulin camp. We soon set out into the forest on foot, following 
the spoor of sable and, after two hours in great heat, I caught sight of one in 
the bush, but could not determine which way it was facing. I fired and the 
sable jumped four feet in the air and raced off. It was a hit, but not a fatal 
one, and it took us an hour before we came up to the beast again. Getting 
a clear view, I administered the coup de grace. 

That same afternoon we tracked more sable and came up to them in 
thick bush. I got a right and left, the second one as it galloped straight past 
me. They were both dead and turned out to be roan sable, which are much 
rarer than the ordinary variety. I returned to camp that night very pleased 
with myself, and set out once more very early next day and got a sessabe, 
reputed to be the fastest buck living, and a good kudu. The heat was stifling 
and I had to get back to Livingstone that day. It was a glorious drive and 
we passed through a cloud of locusts, saw many birds of paradise, and took 
some photographs of the Victoria Falls—a truly remarkable sight, one and a 
quarter miles in length and about four hundred feet in depth. 

On my return I discovered that the aeroplane had gone back to Pretoria, 
as I was twenty-four hours overdue, and I had to charter another plane to fly 
me back. I was petrified at the sight of it—the canvas was one mass of patches, 
and it had no windows, as a press photographer had chartered it the day before 
and broken the windows in order to take photographs of the Victoria Falls. 
However, once in the air it behaved magnificently and got me back to Pretoria 
in record time, complete with my trophies. 


“SEVEN HEIRS APPARENT.” 
(Str GEorcE ArTHuR. Published by Thornton Butterworth; 12/6.) 


A MONG the advantages of living in the nineteen-thirties must be counted 

that of being able to study history in pleasant guise. Historical authors 
no longer disdain the “ box-office ” eye of the film producer, even though they 
discredit his unblushing lack of scruple in the handling of his subject. 

Tor many years now Sir George Arthur has been at once entertaining 
and informative from the depths of a voluminous memory of stirring times 
and great personages. In his latest volume, “‘ Seven Heirs Apparent,” he 
has partially forsaken memory for history as far back as that summer morning 
in 1714 when George Augustus, son of George Louis, Elector of Hanover, 
“woke up to find himself, at the age of thirty-one, Heir Apparent to the 
British throne.” 

Through the lives of the Princes of Wales, as such, Sir George has traced 
for us the development of the Hanoverian dynasty. Murky, and often rather 
unsavoury in its early struggles as our ruling house, we may watch it grow 
into the institution which is at once the mainstay of its people and the world’s 
standing argument in favour of the monarchial system. 

“It is not to boast to remember,’’ writes the author, that within twenty 
years empires have crumbled, monarchies have been overset and republics 
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have been ablaze with internal fury, while the King of England remains 
enthroned in the heart and love of his people more securely than ever before.” 

Since this paragraph was first penned a King has died, and our principles 
have been put to the test. We have seen that young man on whom our hopes 
were pinned fight a lonely battle, decide in solitude what was for the greatest 
good of the greatest number, pass from our midst with his gallant “ God bless 
you all. God save the King!” The echo of a nation’s voice takes up the 
cry. 

It is a sad blow to national pride to be reminded that it was with no very 
great sense of the honour conferred that the House of Hanover succeeded the 
last reigning Stuart. The conjoint crowns of these islands, dominion over an 
increasing colonial Empire, even the traditional, if meaningless Lilies of France 
in the Royal Arms seemed to mean but little to their Electoral Highnesses. 

We are traditionally short of memory. But only the lasting impression 
made by James II could have persuaded the nation to bear so patiently with 
these ‘‘ Georges’’ with their strings of hideous women and their continual 
sighings for the pseudo-glories of Herrenhausen. 

The future George II had his English destiny carefully mapped out before 
his father’s accession. Some years earlier he had been tactfully naturalized 
and duly Gartered. He actually soldiered under Marlborough’s incomparable 
baton. He gained from Congreve the poetic title amply earned of ‘‘ Young 
Hanover the Brave,” and from Queen Anne the Duchy of Cambridge. 

Personal covrage was indeed his greatest asset. Whether directing 
firemen in Spring Gardens, standing to be shot at in Drury Lane Theatre, 
or tramping towards the French at Dettingen, little George Augustus was a 
credit both to his natural and adoptive country. 

Whatever the shortcomings of the first four Georges as monarchs, our 
author convinces us of their real claims on our sympathies. Over them all 
lingers the shadow of unhappy or prescribed early life. George II laboured 
under the undying hatred of his own father, and remembered with something 
like real affection the unfortunate if frail lady who was his mother. He 
“ gave as good as he got ” not only in reciprocal fashion to his father, but also 
in turn to his son, Frederick Prince of Wales. . 

Between Frederick and his son, the future George III there was, however, 
the warmest good feeling. Early bereft of his parental love, George grew up 
with bitter recollections of family squabbles, amid the unmitigated dullness of 
carefully selected surroundings, with no hint of healthy revolt in his own 
impossibly virtuous outlook. 

Revolt, delayed a whole generation, burst into flame in his own son, that 
“ Prinny,” whose carefully recorded misdeeds are only now ceasing to obscure 
his very real talents and a solicitude for his country which could never have 
been imagined from the writings of a hundred years. The section of the present 
volume dealing with George IV is at once the fairest and the most brilliant. 

That King Edward VII can stand so surely at the bar of history is a matter 
for eternal surprise. So much of his early and even middle-aged experience 
seemed to presage eventual disaster. The course of his boyhood reverted to 
the Electoral in its petty restrictions. From it emerged that awesome imperial 
structure draped in black in our very memories, with its dreadful politicians 
in stove-pipe hats and side whiskers lurking perpetually in the wings. 

Majestic strength of character and a share of princely virtue unmatched 





[By kind permission of Jarrolds .Ltd. 
GEORGE MONCK. 
From the painting by Cooper. 
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in the annals of his house produced the “‘ Peacemaker ” whose reign—all too 
short—lingers yet in the happy memory of the nation. 

Prophetic parallels are already being drawn between the Fifth and Sixth 
of our Georges. Neither of them were destined by birth for the Throne. 
Both could rejoice in parents who shed the Crown within doors and became 
plain gentlefolk with a family to rear. Both were sailors to whose share fell 
just so many royal duties as their seniors had no time for. 

Nothing could indeed be happier than that the parallel should run its 
course. In rgro there succeeded to the throne a quiet, thoughtful inhabitant 
of Windsor. It came as a surprise when enterprising journalists recalled his 
wide travels, his record of public service performed almost unnoticed. If he 
were lacking in spectacular gifts, he could place at the nation’s service a deep 
knowledge and a deeper feeling for “ affairs.” 

Yielding place to none in genuine dignity, King George V never sought 
kingship of the Crown and Sceptre order. No greater epitaph could be his 
than that contained in a letter received by the present reviewer from one of his 
overseas subjects—not an Englishman—“ It is a friend that we have lost—one 
of the family.” R. J. T. H. 


MONCK UP TO 1650 
By Cartan Joun Maxse (LATE COLDSTREAM GUARDS). 


HONEST GEORGE MONCK. By J. D. Griffith Davies. (The Bodley Head; 12s. 6d.) 
HERO OF THE RESTORATION. By Oliver Warner. (Jarrolds; 12s. 6d.) 


Until last year, the most conscientious historian could find but little material about 
this remarkable, typical yet puzzling Englishman, who created the Coldstream Guards, 
commanded with great success on both land and sea, fought under Charles I, Cromwell 
and Charles II, whom he restored bloodlessly to the Throne. All that is otherwise 
known of him is that he married that accommodating but able washerwoman, Anne 
Clarges (Clarges Street is, oddly enough, named after her), and that, if he was an 
inferior soldier to that great Grenadier, Marlborough, he was his peer in making soldier- 
ing pay. Indeed, as he died with his huge fortune intact, he may be considered to be 
the abler man in this respect. 

Now within a few days of each other two first-rate Lives have been published, and 
it would be odious to compare them. That practical historian, Mr. Griffith Davies, has 
given a fuller and very sympathetic account of the times, while Mr. Warner, apparently 
a newcomer to biography, throws a keener light on Monck’s character and has a 
particularly interesting chapter on Monck’s treatise on soldiering. Undoubtedly both 
books are worth buying. 

Like Marlborough, Monck, born in 1608, was the son of a poor man of good birth. 
Nothing is known of his education; his father was virtually the prisoner of his creditors, 
but as he was connected with many big West Country families, George was able to 
enter one of the few good English regiments. Thus the lessons he learned in the disas- 
trous expeditions to Cadiz and Rhé (1625-27) cannot have been entirely negative. 
England being at peace for the next twelve years, he fought in Holland in De Vere’s 
Regiment from 1631 to 1637. Here he had his first experience of sea warfare, being 
present when the Dutch Fleet beat the Spanish in 1631. As a soldier he particularly 
distinguished himself at the taking of Breda in 1637. But soon after came the inevitable 
row with the Dutch, whom he never forgave. 

Two years later Charles I was embroiled in the Bishops’ Wars against the Scots. 
Once again Monck’s luck held good, for he virtually commanded Lord Newport’s Regi- 
ment, almost the only unit in the Royal Army which was not a dissatisfied rabble. The 
English were disgracefully routed at Newburn, only Monck’s men behaving with honour. 
They made themselves into a rear guard, having “‘ very few men and less ammunition, 
he so lined the hedges with his firelocks ” that the artillery was saved and the army’s 
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retreat to Newcastle covered. He and the King’s one competent general, the great Earl 
of Strafford, were alone in wishing to continue the war, being certain that the Scots 
could be beaten. 

In 1641 he was again on active service, commanding columns against the Irish who 
had well-nigh driven the English out of Ireland. His first task was to protect the with- 
drawal of a daring cavalry raid over a river whose only two fords were held by the rebels. 
His attempts to draw them off by diversions failed. Having to take prompt action to 
stop both himself and the returning cavalry being trapped, he tried to force one ford. 
But floods had made it impassable, so he lined up his infantry on the opposite bank and 
opened such a violent fusillade that the Irish, being convinced that the cavalry would 
cross there, evacuated the other ford over which the cavalry passed intact. There were 
no casualties. As Monck himself wrote, ‘‘ Of all victories, a General should think that 
best, which is least stained by blood.’”? To practise what he preached, he was ahead 
of his time in establishing a first-rate intelligence service and in looking after the welfare 
and pay of his men so that of all the many generals (including Cromwell) ‘* Honest 
George Monck * was easily the most beloved by his men. 

The truce of 1643 forced Monck to come to the dreaded decision as to whether he 
should assist in killing either Cavalier or Puritan Englishmen. Being a professional 
soldier who would fight any foreigner (and a seventeenth-century Englishman considered 
the Scots and Irish as much foreigners as Frenchmen and Spaniards), the rights or 
wrongs of the Civil War meant little to him except the killing of Englishmen. Both 
authors make rather heavy weather as to Monck’s refusal to commit himself to either 
side until! he had to. Both sides thought highly of his ability and integrity, but it was 
his Royalist Chief, Ormonde, who settled the matter by sending him to England under 
arrest. But Ormonde not only insisted that Monck should be almost royally treated, 
but sent a covering letter to the King, warmly recommending him. Charles saw him at 
Oxford and got some blunt soldierly advice to the effect that a smaller but better- 
disciplined and organized army would win the war. That advice was not taken, But 
Cromwell and Fairfax on the other side had already learned this lesson and founded 
the New Model Army which won the war. That decision might well have been reversed 
mae Monck commanded the Royal infantry from the outset, with Rupert as his cavalry 
colleague. 

But good advice was all the service Monck was able to give his Sovereign, for he 
was captured in the first and only battle he was to fight on English soil. All authorities 
agree that he fought manfully, but his old regiment (in no way connected with the 
future Coldstream Guards) collapsed and he was captured and spent the vital years 
1644-46 in the Tower. Here he wrote his one book with the significant title ‘‘ Observa- 
tions upon Military and Political Affairs.’? This lively work is ripe with the wisdom 
of experience besides having a prophetic ring. He so clearly foresees the course of the 
Dunbar campaign that surely Cromwell must have read the manuscript, the book only 
being published under Charles II, to whom it is dedicated. Indeed, this manual merits 
a whole article. Could not a well-to-do Coldstreamer sponsor the republication of this 
now very rare book ? 

The year 1646 saw the end of the Royalist cause in England; but Ireland was in 
full blast. Cavalier and Puritan alike clamoured for Monck, who now saw no disloyalty 
for an Englishman to fight an Irishman. For a time, almost unsupported, he held 
Ulster, but with the outbreak of the Second Civil War in England in 1648 the Cavaliers 
in Ireland, including the staunch and able Ormonde, joined the rebels. The warp and 
woof of Irish intrigue reached, even for that country, labarinthine proportions. The 
discipline of Monck’s men broke, and honest George, who had burned his own fingers 
pretty badly, was lucky to be allowed to return to England unmolested. He had got 
involved in a very false position, and it is not surprising that Parliament censured him 
and retired him. But not before Cromwell had sought him out to get his advice on his 
coming campaign. The two men probably then met for the first time, but it sufficed 
to seal an alliance which only ended with the abdication of the younger Cromwell. Is it 
pure chance that under Cromwell Monck was never asked to fight Englishmen ? 

I have dwelt at length on the earlier stages of Monck’s career because these two 
admirable authors have done such yeoman service in clearing up what has previously 
been obscure. I hope later to pursue this remarkable soldier, sailor and dictator to his 
honoured end. Meanwhile, space compels me to leave him in 1650 apparently resigned 
to end his days as a Devonshire squire, for he had just come into the family place on 
the death of his brother. 
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SCHOOL—THAT NECESSARY EVIL. 
By Serct. D. R. SpurLInGc, WELSH GUARDS. 


OF all the employed personnel of the military community, perhaps the least 

respected and the most popular butt of the dutymen are those who eke 
out a miserable existence in that place which is dubbed “‘ the School.” All 
who labour there are usually known as the School Staff, but they would far 
rather have ‘‘ Educational” substituted for ‘‘ School.’”’ To those who care 
to give the matter serious thought there must come the realization that there 
is a very good reason for this. 

The word “ School ” implies that school of boyhood days, when instruction 
meant the training of a mind as yet innocent of knowledge. Set subjects are 
taught—subjects considered by those who have spent a lifetime in the study 
of the matter as being those which promote the greatest activity in the growing 
mind. There the boy is being trained to think and is being given the actual 
knowledge which is to carry him through life, with its many problems. His 
brain is still in that state when it is able to absorb knowledge quickly and easily. 

But when the boy grows into manhood, his brain becomes “‘ set,’”’ the 
brain and mind of an adult. Then, unless he has had the advantage of a 
continued education and so be in possession of what is known as a “ trained ” 
mind, he finds it increasingly difficult to pick up new facts and new knowledge. 

The man who left school at the age of fourteen and who since then has 
done little or nothing to educate his mind is in the most unenviable position. 
Since leaving school he has done some work, such as coal-mining or labouring, 
which has called for purely physical activity. His muscles have developed ; 
his physique become well-nigh perfect. But his brain—his mind—has become 
stagnant. He may be likened to the car which has been laid up in a garage— 
its coachwork kept clean and bright, but its engine neglected. That engine, 
rusted and corroded as it is, will need some special attention before it will run 
again. All that rust and corrosion must be removed ; it must be thoroughly 
oiled ; above all, it must be coaxed into life. ; 

Such is the average man who joins the Army. He has spent some 
considerable time away from any kind of education. By physical labour 
his ‘‘ coachwork ” has been kept in splendid condition, but his “ engine’ has 
been neglected. It has become seized-up with the rust and corrosion of neglect 
and of wrongly applied knowledge. 

This is the state of mind in which many a man comes to an Army school, 
One of the first tasks of the instructor who takes this man in hand is an attempt 
to remove this ‘‘ rust ’’ of neglect, this ‘‘ corrosion ’”’ of wrongly applied know- 
ledge and failing memory. He must “ oil” the “ engine ” with some sort of 
systematic instruction. Above all, he must coax it into life again. 

It is in this, perhaps, that some instructors fail. They assume that the 
man’s mind is still as active as it was when he was at school. They try to 
teach in the way that children are taught, instead of trying to coax the know- 
ledge into a mind which has become “‘ rusty ”’ through lack of use. 

The word ‘' Education "’ should be applied in its widest sense to the average 
candidate in the Army. Not the mere seeking after examinations, but the 
reawakening of a mind which, for a period, has been asleep. The man, on 

Cc 
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joining, is told far too much about the examinations he must pass and the effect 
upon his “ beer-money ”’ if he fails to get that coveted 2nd Class Certificate. 
He is told far too little about the real reason why he is sent to school. 

What then, is the real reason behind all this detestable education in the 
Army? Let us take one small example of the mentality of some men. A 
class of some twenty-five candidates was questioned, only a few days after 
the event, about a tragedy which had overcome a famous airman. The men 
had read their papers after a fashion; they had quite obviously seen the 
accounts of the accident, splashed all over the front pages. But what was 
the net result of their reading? Some half-dozen or so knew the name of the 
town where the accident had occurred, but not one man in the class could 
even guess at the name of the aerodrome. When told the name they all 
metaphorically kicked themselves, because it came back to them in a flash. 
But their memory, even of an event given such widespread publicity, had failed 
them. 

To-day, the fact that a soldier must be able to think for himself, be able 
to use his own judgment and initiative, is being stressed more and more. 
How can a man do this, if his brain is sluggish, his mind asleep? Nothing 
angers a company commander more than to prepare and give out to his N.C.Os. 
and men a perfectly good operation order; to ask them if they understand ; 
to receive a mumbled “‘ Yes, sir,” and then to find himself thoroughly humiliated 
because his Commanding Officer has discovered that not one man in twenty 
knows the slightest thing about the scheme. Ask the average man the reason 
for this and he will probably tell you it is because they are all feeling ‘‘ browned- 
off’ with training. Laying aside the possibility of there being any truth 
in this, there can be found a more vital reason for it. It is because the minds 
of many men are practically incapable of remembering what they have been 
told. 

This, then, is the job of the much-maligned Educational Instructor. 
The man is sent to school to be educated—using that word in its widest sense. 
The instructor who can create in his men the wish to read their daily papers 
intelligently and, above all, remember what they have read, has done far better 
work than the instructor who has forced a tremendous amount of academical 
knowledge into his candidates and so obtained dozens of “ Distinguished 
Seconds.” The former has coaxed his men. Slowly but surely he has lifted 
their minds from the pit of inertia into which they had fallen, and so has given 
them an awakened desire to learn what is going on about them ; an increased 
ability to remember what they are told. The latter has taken the minds of 
his men, put them into a forcing-house of knowledge and prepared them solely 
for an examination. Their minds are probably tired out, but whether they 
are or not, the men will certainly heave a huge sigh of relief when they leave 
the examination room—and straightway forget all they have been taught. 

The greatest possible mistake is to consider the Educational Instructor in 
the light of one whose sole task it is to prepare candidates for examinations. 
The man is not sent to school to learn Mathematics, History, Geography and 
English simply because he is expected to know the products of Canada or the 
way to work out a percentage problem, in order that he may pass an 
examination and so reap that reward which is symbolized by those magical 
letters “ E.P.P.” 


HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE MAGAZINE 19 


The average man, be he soldier or civilian, should have a knowledge of 
the elements of Mathematics and should be able to write at least a fair imita- 
tion of the King’s English. He learnt to do this in school, and the task of the 
Army instructor in these subjects is to reawaken that knowledge. 


In the Army, History is taught in order to give the man an interest—even 
if it is only a sub-conscious interest—in the great traditions and the glorious 
heritage of the Army to which he belongs. Geography is taught so that he 
may have a knowledge of his Empire—the greatest the world has known— 
a knowledge which, when the man joins up, is usually conspicuous by its 
absence. 

Map Reading is taught because it is a vital and necessary part of the 
soldier’s training ; its importance equal to that of musketry or drill, although 
few people seem to realize the fact. 


F-ducation in the Army is therefore a means to an end, not an end in itself. 
All the subjects taught are those which will create activity in the man’s mind. 
The knowledge gained will stand him in good stead throughout his military 
career and will continue the good work when he becomes a “‘ civvy’”’ once 
more. If he can be encouraged to think for himself, to read for himself—and 
understand what he reads—instead of reading merely for reading’s sake 
as time passes he will constantly be adding to his knowledge and 
powers of observation. 

This end will have been attained only if the man has been educated and 
not crammed. At the end of four years the man is probably better educated, 
in the broadest sense of the word, if he has never obtained his ‘‘ Second,” than 
he would be if he obtained that coveted honour in the first few months of his 
service. In the former case he has been learning constantly, while in the 
latter he has had one intense moment of learning, and has, in most cases, 
forgotten nearly all he was taught. 

Education is a continuous process, not a matter of one terrific mental 
effort towards one specific goal. The idea, prevalent in the Army, that it is 
a necessary evil—to be borne with fortitude by those men whose intellects 
are backward—is all wrong. Education is very useful in that it prepares a 
man’s mind for the intelligent reception of orders ; for the responsibilities of 
leadership and for the use of initiative, all of which are so necessary to the 
modern soldier. It also prepares him for his return to civil life. It sends 
him out more alert mentally and with an added knowledge of people, places 
and events throughout the world. Above all, it puts his mind into that state 
when it is able to absorb knowledge whenever and wherever that knowledge 
presents itself, instead of remaining inactive and allowing the knowledge to 
pass it by. 

So spare the simple-minded Educational Instructors, all you hypercritical 
dutymen. Don’t consider them merely as being those obnoxious persons who 
force ‘‘ causes, events and results” into the unwilling minds of unfortunate 
men. Remember that they spend their days striving to make your lot a 
happier one ; trying to make the men able to remember. To remember, the 
first time you tell them, that the sights must be perfectly upright, or that three 
multiplied by four is equal to twelve, when you introduce the mysteries of the 
elevation table to their untutored and stagnant minds. 

c2 
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“THE NEW PSYCHOLOGY.” 


Being an extract from ‘‘ Impertinent Recollections,’ a volume of memoirs by 
Captain Sir Rapier Razzle, Bart., published by Messrs. Scoop & Scoop, 
Ltd., in May, 1990.] 


YT always surprises me to hear our War Office criticized as “‘ stagnant,” 

“reactionary,” ‘‘ impervious to new ideas,”’ and so on. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. The past fifty years of British military history have 
witnessed a constant succession of fashions and experiments in the field of 
military training. In 1935 there was a sudden but short-lived revival of 
grenades. By 1945 the merits of the old Lewis gun were being strongly urged 
by knowledgeable parties as against the deceptive simplicity of the Bren. In 
1955 there seemed a possibility that both weapons would be discarded in 
favour of a new type of giant catapult, firing small poisoned pincushions, 
as use by the Charivaria Indians in the early part of the forty-seventh Mexican 
War of 1940. These, however, proved unwieldy in practice against troops 
armed with quick-firing weapons, and were reluctantly abandoned. In 1965 
manceuvres were held in February, in order to discover whether the wearing of 
bearskins by troops occupying a defensive position in inclement weather 
would prevent their catching a cold in the head. The failure of this experi- 
ment was a great disappointment to the authorities of the Cambridge Military 
Hospital, who had held high hopes of its success. 


Then, in 1975, came the turn of Psychology. Psychology, of course, was 
by this time generally discredited in the opinion of advanced thinkers, and 
quite a back number in Bloomsbury, but this did not prevent it from being 
the latest and most important discovery of the War Office. It was felt, in 
the words of a certain High Personage, that greater stress must be laid on the 
psychological aspects of peacetime training and that there was a need for 
a radical change in the approach to the problem of dealing with delinquent 
soldiers. 


No one at the War Office knew very much about Psychology, but a certain 
official had a Friend who did, and, blessed with a pungent sense of humour, 
entered readily into the spirit of the venture, promising to secure for the War 
Office the services of Professor Graf Zeppelin, the world-famous psychologist 
from Vienna. In due course the Professor arrived, in a frock-coat and dark 
glasses, and sat down with his new colleagues to rewrite the entire series of 
military manuals on orthodox psychological lines. He also supplied at the 
modest price of 7s. 6d. each, several thousand copies of his world-famous book 
on “ Psychotherapy, Discipline and Delinquency ” for distribution to Officers 
and N.C.Os. of the Regular Army. 

Fifty of these presently arrived at Headquarters, Bombardier Guards, 
and were issued to Officers, W.Os. and Sergeants of the 1st Battalion, with 
injunctions to master the contents and put them into practice at the earliest 
possible moment. A few officers who had imagined that Psychology was 
something to do with prophetic dreams, and that a perusal of “ P. D. & D.” 
would enable them to make large fortunes on the Turf, were somewhat dis- 
appointed by the contents of the new manual, but on the whole it was well 
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received ; after all, as the junior ensign pointed out in the mess that morning, 
you could not expect the traditional methods of discipline to succeed with the 
modern type of guardsman, who was often much more intelligent and better 
educated than his officers. 


Let us be present in spirit in No. 1 Company Office some three weeks 
later, and we shall observe how the scheme is working. That promising 
young officer, 2/Lieut. Newstyle, is taking his Memoranda under the eagle 
eye of C.S.M. Bellow ; before him is Delinquent Soldier Fumble, arraigned on 
a charge of dropping his rifle on Guard Dismounting the previous morning. 

Orricer: “ Anything to say ?” 


FuMBLE: “ Thanky’sirf’leavet’speaksir ; slipped out o’ me ’and, sir. 
My fingers was all numb, sir, an’ I couldn’t feel nothing, sir.” 

O.: “Fingers numb in June! Dear me, Company Sergeant-Major, a 
clear case of extraverted Edipus complex, I think ?” 


C.S.M. (judicially): ‘‘ Yes, sir. With associated pre-natal finger fixation, 
I rather fancy.” (Sotto voce) ‘‘ Straighten yer arms !” 


O.: ‘‘ Well, well! Treatment in the first instance by simple suggestion, 
I think, and if that fails we shall have to send him to the Senior Psychological 
Officer.” 


C.S.M.: ‘ Yessir. Left—TURN! Quick—MARCH! That’s all for 
your Memoranda, sir.” 

Exit Newstyle. Feeling he has earned a glass of milk and a water biscuit, 
he moves off gracefully in the direction of the Officers’ Mess, and so misses the 
sequel to the incident just described. 

C.S.M.: ‘‘ Hey, you, Fumble, COME’ERE! Come on, double! (Heavily 
sarcastic) I've got a few simple suggestions to make to you, my lad! In the 
first place you can forget all about these complexities and vexations of yours 
that the officer was speakin’ to you about (crescendo) an' you learn to ‘andle 
your rifle properly, or I'll ‘ave you runnin’ up and down the square under my 
eye for the ‘ole morning with fixed bayonet, see? Get a move on yerself, 
fer Gawd’s sake !”’ 

FuMBLE (meekly) : ‘“ Yessir.” (He survives the next two Guard Mounting 
Parades without dropping his rifle, and his cure is then considered to be 
complete.) 


We may also be present in imagination at a shining parade held a week 
later in No. 13 Platoon barrack-room, on the eve of the Lieutenant-Colonel’s 
inspection. Gdsn. A and Gdsn. B are conversing in an undertone, although 
pretending to be very busy with button-stick and brush. 


A.: “So the officer, ’e says to me, ‘ You're suffering from a neural 
psychosis,’ ’e says, ‘of a grave type.’ ‘Gawd!’ I thinks to meself, lookin’ 
‘ard at the opposite wall, ‘ wot the muckin’ ’ell ’s ’e mean by that ?’” 

B. (laying down his knitting): “ Wot, psychosis? You oughter know 
wot that is, Bert ; that’s that disease wot parrots gets from talkin’ too much. 
Shouldn’t wonder, now you comes to mention it, if you ’ave got it.” 
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A. (laying down his): ‘“‘ Garn! not like wot you ’ave. I'll tell you wot 
you are: you’re a polymorphous pervert, you are; like wot I ’eard old 
Screamer tell ’is Nibs the other day. ’"E says ”” But old Screamer’s 
exact words are destined to remain unknown, for at this point the meeting is 
dispersed by an irate sergeant, with the aid of sundry exhortations not to be 
found in the pages of “ P. D. & D.” 





Thus was the discipline of the Brigade of Guards maintained, in spite of 
Professor Graf Zeppelin and his world-famous book. And the War Office, 
encouraged by these satisfactory results, approached the Professor with a 
view to arranging courses in Psychology for senior N.C.Os. and junior Officers. 
The Professor intimated that he would be delighted to receive students at 
his college of Psychotherapy on the borders of Cumberland, for a trifling fee of 
fifteen guineas, payable in advance. 

On the morning of 5th September there appeared on the front page of the 
Daily Howl :— 


WAR OFFICE HOAXED 


Bocus PROFESSOR 


GUARDS OFFICERS AND A “ COLLEGE OF PSYCHOTHERAPY.” 


PENRITH, SUNDAY.—Sixteen Officers and five Sergeant-Majors of the 
Brigade of Guards arrived here this evening for the First Monthly Course 
in Psychology under Professor Graf Zeppelin at the College of Psycho- 
therapy. What was their astonishment to find that no one had ever 
heard of the College, and that no such person as Professor Graf Zeppelin 
was known in the neighbourhood. After diligent inquiries had been made 
without result, the party returned to London by a late train. 

I have been able to ascertain that a certain Professor Graf Zeppelin, 
a Viennese psychologist, died at Innsbruck as long ago as 1928. His only 
published work was a treatise in English on ‘“ Psychotherapy, Discipline 
and Delinquency ” ; the work was not a success, several thousand copies 
of the first and only edition remaining unsold, and until recently was 
being offered at 3d. as a remnant in second-hand booksellers’ catalogues, 

The whole affair is believed to be the work of a practical joker. 


Later—An official of the War Office, interviewed to-day, declined to 
make any statement. ‘In view of the inadvisability of making any 
comment at the present juncture,” he remarked, “‘ we have, at the present 
juncture, no comment to make.” 


Time moves on, and with it the War Office. In 1980 it is grenades again ; 
in 1985 Adjutants are instructed to discourage their young officers from 
hunting, on the ground that this prevents them from playing tiddlywinks with 
their men ; in 1995—who knows? Patent leather bayonets, perhaps, or polo 
ponies for platoon commanders. But this at least is certain: it will not be 
Psychology. 
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YULE YER FOOL. 


A corporal-major dignified, with medals on 
his chest, 

Was proceeding up to London, his duties to 
digest. 

The train was of the stopping kind, 

And hardly had it left behind 

Iver, Langley (Bucks) and Slough, 

When, just to show that it knew how, 

It let the brakes have all their weight on, 

And pulled up, this time at West Brayton. 


The station there was crowded, and there 
came an ugly rush 

Towards the third compartment of Corporal- 
Major Thrush. 

Now Thrush was one who looked too kind ; 

I'll say he’s bald, for he won’t mind ; 

But when five children and their mother 

His uniform commenced to smother 

With sweets which smelt of liquorice, 

He thought his journey not so nice. 


The children all excited grew, their mother 
seemed quite flustered 

To find so many soldiers in a third-class 
carriage mustered. 

And, feeling that she ought to tell 

The kids the way to behave well, 

She said to Annie and to Bill 

That if they didn’t sit quite still 

She wouldn’t in London take them to 

Father Christmas or the Zoo. 


“ Father Christmas |” cried the girl, with an 
excited flush. 

“Where is he? Can that be him?” and 

ints towards our Thrush. 

At that his brother N.C.O., 

Corporal-Major Vertigo, 

Like little Audrey, laffed and laffed 

And yet again once more he laffed 

At Corporal Father Christmas Thrush 

Giving out a girlish blush ! 


So trooper hang your stocking up in the 
troop-room cold and bare, 

Por perhaps the barrack Santa has a stable- 
guard to spare. 


Deck the square with mistletoe, 
Then to the squadron office go. 
Say ‘‘ Knock, knock, who’s there ?” and hear 
Corporal-Major say ‘‘ My dear, 


It’s only Yule.” 
think | 


‘* Who's Yule ?” 


“* Just 


Yule all for this be put in clink !” 





SMALL 


It was Christmas Day in Windsor, 
As it probably was elsewhere, 

No less was it Christmas in barracks, 
With holly all over the square. 

In a troop-room Entwhistle sits mooning, 
With stubble all over his face ; 

He's lost all his pride in appearance 
Because he’s been dubbed “ a disgrace.” 


You would think, from the times it has 
happened, 

That this wouldn’t worry him much, 

But Entwhistle is one of those fellows 
Who's sensitive to the Jeast touch. 

So there in despair he is sitting 
On this miserable Christmas Day, 

And who is there there who could tell him 
To cheer up and come out and play ? 


WONDER. 


It isn’t that no one’s attempted 
To brighten his spirit so low, 
For everyone from Regimental 
To youngest recruit’s had a go. 
Eventually, exhausted and beaten 
For the first time, he had to confess, 
The old Regimental! retired, 
And went to the officers’ mess. 


He was met by a gloomy mess waiter, 

Who said, ‘‘ What the blazes . . . 
Sir 1” 

And conducted without ceremonial 
To see the Orderly Officer. 

And there in the Ante-room stately 
A horrible sight met his eyes : 

A chair which displayed an object 
Who ate rather more than was wise. 


He is, 





TYPICAL AMBUSH COUNTRY. 





THE NIGHT PATROL TO HEBRON. 
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The old Regimental staggered, 
Vor he felt that his search was in vain 
For someone to help him to bring back 
Entwhistle from spiritual pain. 
But, gritting his teeth, he proceeded 
To pour out the sad tale of woe, 
Requesting the officer mentioned 
Some sense to Entwhistle to show. 


With a groan of delight the Lieutenant 
Arose from his chair with a yawn, 

Happy to find there was something 
To justify his being born. 

He rushed upstairs to the troop-room, 
And whispered in Entwhistle’s car 


Straightway Entwhistle reacted 


And leapt from his bed with great glee, 


And joined with amazing excitement 
The grand Christmas festivity. 

The old Regimental looked puzzled, 
As did all others around, 

And asked with respectful politeness 
To hear what solution was found. 


The officer readily answered 
That he didn't his brain overtire, 
He said that he’d told Nat Entwhistle, 
Aldershot was destroyed by a fire! 
It was Christmas Day in the barracks, 
In the House of fair Combermere, 
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Small wonder Nathaniel Entwhistle 
Felt ready for full Christmas cheer. 


Something which was quite impossible 
For anyone else there to hear. 


THE NIGHT PATROL TO HEBRON. 


By Lieut. H. J. S. DouGras, Scots Guarps. 


PATROL of five R.A.F. armoured cars and a Naval pom-pom manned 

by sailors from H.M.S. Valiant and commanded by a midshipman, 

used to patrol from Jerusalem southwards to Hebron every night during the 

trouble in Palestine. Its object was to keep the road open, remove road 
blocks or fallen telephone wires, and report general acts of sabotage. 

One night in October I arrived on the square at the hour fixed for the start 
of the patrol, and was directed to an outsize in lorries mounting the pom-pom 
gun and driven by a young Jew wearing a stcel helmet lent for the occasion ; 
besides myself and the gun crew of sailors, there was an officer dressed in an 
old and once white sweater. 


We turned out of barracks into the Hebron road with three armoured 
cars (one containing a small searchlight) in front and two in our rear. We 
sat on ammunition boxes containing the two-pounder shells of the gun stacked 
along the rear of the lorry. The night was dark, but one could clearly see the 
road ahead as it wound along the hillsides, lit up by the headlights. An 
Arab village, although invisible from the road, was easily discernible by the 
peculiar smell of burning dung, the only fuel known to the Arabs, and the 
barking of innumerable dogs. 


We were travelling at about thirty miles per hour and the tops of the hills 
showed black against the sky. Suddenly as we were turning a corner, a single 
shot rang out from the hillside on the left followed at once by a ragged 
volley, the hillside being alive with flashes. Bullets cracked past or hit the 
road and whined away into the distance. A red Very light soared up from 
the leading car shedding a strange glow on the scene ; all the lights were put out 
and the patrol closed up and halted. Constant bursts of Vickers gun-fire 
were fired at the flashes and the searchlight swept the hillside. The command 
“Train the gun on the port side’’ was given by the Naval officer, and the 
pom-pom fired in bursts of five rounds at likely hides on the slope. 
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The moral effect of these two-pounder H.E. shells must have been very 
great, and the enemy fire immediately slackened. The battle was the more 
interesting as an Arab, ensconsed behind a wall one hundred yards from 
the road, continued to fire throughout the action without the slightest effect. 
His ammunition was probably old Turkish and defective, or perhaps, like so 
many Arabs, he had bad eyesight. 

At length the firing died down and a white Very light went up from the 
leading car. The column moved forward, and at once a hot fire was opened 
again to speed us on our way, but this was not replied to except by the rear 
car, who fired a long burst from his Vickers. 

After following the mountain road for nearly sixteen miles a very strong 
smell of village was apparent, and we dropped down a steep hill into Hebron 
and halted. After a short breathing space we found ourselves on the return 
journey with the almost certain knowledge that a road-block of heavy stones 
would await us at the place we had been fired on—there might or might not 
be an 18-pounder shell or Mills grenade hidden in it. The lights wound along 
the hillside, and no sound was to be heard except our exhaust, almost silent 
in the open country and very loud as we passed walls or houses. Sure enough, 
as we reached the scene of our earlier exploit, we were greeted with a good 
volley at close range, and up went the red Very light, out went the lights and 
the patrol once more closed up and halted. 


A road block just in front of the leading car, which traversed its gun 
along it to try and detonate any bomb there might be there. All spare hands 
jumped out to clear the block, while the heads of the snipers were kept down 
by repeated bursts of fire. Suddenly, in the beam of the searchlight, I saw 
a movement behind a bush two hundred yards away, and the pom-pom fired 
a burst at it. The bush entirely disintegrated in a cloud of smoke and dust, 
which drifted slowly away—and there was no further movement there. 


At that moment a figure in white crept stealthily up the side of the road 
farthest from the snipers and lay down in the gutter putting his rifle to his 
shoulder. I produced and cocked my pistol and a sailor near pushed the 
muzzle of his rifle forward. Just as I was about to pull the trigger, the sailor 
bent forward and said in a hoarse whisper: “ Don't fire, sir, It’s the gentle- 
man sitting next you in the lorry.” An unpleasant moment, and the “‘ gentle- 
man ”’ in the old white sweater looked queerly at me when I told him about 
it afterwards. 

In a short time the road was cleared and the Arab fire silenced, and with 
a long parting burst from the Vickers guns we got on the move once more. 
It was now distinctly cold, and I was glad when we turned into barracks again. 
The next day a party went out to the scene of action and found several Turkish 
cartridge cases and a large pool of blood near the bush. ‘“‘ It was believed that 
casualties had been inflicted on the enemy.” 


Lieut.-Gencral Sir Charles Grant (late Coldstream Guards) has been appointed 
a K.C.B. (Military), and Major the Right Honourable Alexander Hardinge, Private 
Secretary to the King (late Grenadier Guards) a K.C.B. (Civil). Capt. the Lord 
Claud Hamilton (late Grenadier Guards) has been raised to a K.C.V.O. 
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“THE OLD ORDER CHANGETH.” 
By ‘ SENTINEL.” 


BxXcerr possibly the older universities and colleges, nowhere are we 

English so tenacious in the preservation of our ancient customs than 
in the Services. It is only natural, therefore, that those who served in former 
days will feel a slight tinge of regret at the recent passing of the Guard Order 
to which they were for so long accustomed. The advent of the new order 
and the accompanying innovations in barrack life will tend to set them thinking 
the veteran's thought, ‘‘ Things are not what they were in the good old days.” 

Yet few will deny that for all the smartness of the late Guard Order, 
a change to something more rational was long overdue. Gone for ever is the 
fatiguing weight of the folded greatcoat and the exasperating backache from 
the rolled cape. The long steady march to the Bank may now be made in 
comparative comfort even on the hottest day, and in the absence of ammuni- 
tion pouches one may expect that the smartness of arms drill will at all times 
be of the highest order. Gone is the very real problem of the unfortunate 
fellow who, willy nilly, could not look at home in his equipment. 

The cessation of cape-rolling and coat-folding and the abolition of many 
swabbing and shining tasks should leave to the men much more uncharted 
spare time, especially at the Depot. The thought springs naturally to the 
mind, ‘‘ To what good use may this time be adapted?” Those who have 
already faced the return to civilian life (and not every man is able to serve 
for twenty-one or even twelve years) know that, daily, the competition for the 
better jobs increases and the standard of qualification demanded becomes 
higher. Educational facilities among the civilian population are expanding 
continuously under Local Authorities and State-aided Adult Educational 
Bodies, and the civilian who attains manhood without acquiring an introduction 
to some form of culture and useful learning has usually himself to blame for 
not achieving the knowledge within his grasp. 

The serving soldier, however, must still fend largely for himself, and it is 
in the field of general education that one suggests there lies an opportunity to 
utilize any time gained by the eradication of monotonous and unproductive 
routine. Until some satisfactory substitute be found for that necessary evil, 
the examination system, it would be an advantage if every capable man were 
enabled to obtain his 2nd Class Certificate whilst at the Depot. Many men 
would then undoubtedly go on to study for their 1st Class Certificate. This 
is particularly of value to that large number of men who hope to go into the 
Police, besides opening to all the doorway to higher and more pleasurable 
study and a widening of the mental horizon. Further, more time devoted to 
educational training would enable this work to be carried out in the spirit 
with which it was planned—namely, to teach men to think logically and clearly 
for themselves, to develop their personality by improving their means of 
expression, to follow intelligently the trend of current affairs as recorded in 
the daily newspapers, to cultivate the faculty of discrimination and not to 
perform mere feats of memory calculated to produce a sufficient number of 
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marks required to pass a given examination. That this would promote an 
increased understanding of such subjects as Weapon Training and Tactical 
Work in the Field, and result in a general improvement in mental alertness, 
will be realized by any platoon sergeant or section commander who has handled 
the average willing but bewildered recruit on manceuvres. 


It is of course known that, after joining their battalions, many men feel 
very much handicapped, often to the point of being inarticulate, in gaining 
well chosen and necessary social contacts, so they waste their spare time, 
and generally lose their ambition. Moreover, attempts to plan for them to 
do anything in ‘‘ off duty ’’ hours would be resented as interference. Not 
everyone can distinguish himself at sport, however much he may love and 
appreciate it, and if one may say so, stamina, or “‘ sand in the belly,” is as 
much a matter of character as sheer bodily strength. If, however, during 
recruits’ training, a foundation were laid whereby men were given some 
opportunity for self expression and an outlet for their creative powers, many 
a barrack-room conversation might be raised from abusive filth to something 
mutually more enlightening and beneficial to all; men might cease to grasp 
the shadow for the substance, and moreover, many precious hours that may 
never be lived again, might be willingly devoted to something more worthy 
of our manhood than nocturnal excursions in London’s sidewalks. 

The soldier of to-day cannot afford to neglect his education and mental 
efficiency, for whoever his opponents of the future may be, they will not fail 
to have all the resources of clever scientific brains to aid their efforts, and 
the power of swift comprehension and capacity for immediate action will be 
invaluable factors in dealing with sudden aggression. 

It is only by maintaining a sense of proportion and an intelligent apprecia- 
tion of one’s place in the scheme of things, and the use and full development 
of latent talent, that our men will become thoroughly adaptable and efficient, 
keeping abreast of progress. 

We are, most of us, familiar with these words of Shakespeare : 

“ The old order changeth, Yielding place to the new.” 


We have to realize also that it depends upon our own efforts whether or not 
we give effect to his final phrase: “ And man fulfils himself in many ways.” 





PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 


Major and Brevet Lieut.-Colonel O. W. H. Leese, D.S.O., promoted Lieutenant- 
Colonel and succeeds Lieut.-Colonel F. Longueville, D.S.O., M.C., to command 
Ist Bn. Coldstream Guards. 

Capt. W. D. C. Greenacre, M.V.O., succeeds Capt. A. W. Malcolm as Regi- 
mental Adjutant, Welsh Guards. The latter goes to the Staff College. 

Capt. A. S. P. Murray, Grenadier Guards, is seconded for service in the Sudan 
Defence Force. 

Lieut. A. S. Lawrence, Coldstream Guards, appointed A.D.C. to the Governor 
of New South Wales. 

Licut. J. E. Gurney, Welsh Guards, succeeds Lieut. L. R. C. Stucley as 
Adjutant, Guards Depot. The latter succeeds Capt. J. W. Browning as Adjutant, 
3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards. 
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REGIMENTAL IGNORANCE. 
“TELL ME, JOCK, DO YOU BELONG TO THE REGIMENT WITH 
THE TALL HATS WHO MARCH, OR THE ONE'S THAT WEAR 
IRON WAISTCOATS AND RIDE?" 
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LAND O° LEGEND. 
By L./Serct. BUTLER, 1st BN. GRENADIER GUARDS. 


A WANDERING stonechat hovers over the beck. The purple of the 

heather-clad hills is dotted on the lower slopes with the white walls of 
scattered, thatch-roofed cottages. Inevitable, in this land of green dells, 
of rippling streams and gurgling brooks, that the elf, the goblin and the fairy 
should hold full sway. 


Here life runs along in its own peculiar channels. A dignified and slow 
progress marching in time to the passing ages. The hurry and bustle of the 
big grey cities is heard only as a distant rumble portending strange things to 
these simple folk. To my cynical, city bred eyes it produces a vision as of 
another land—possibly that Elysium of which all of us dream at some time 
or Other, and so few attain. 

There is a difference between sentiment and sentimentality. Ere I be 
accused of the latter, may I plead indulgence of the former? Let us wander 
awhile in this land of old-world fantasy and legend. This land where “ make- 
belief’’ is a better tonic than our “ might-have-been.” Let us don, once 
again, the mantle of childish simplicity and indulge our old love of fairy-tales. 

This day shall we e’en peep into the past and glimpse, ever so faintly, 
the delicate fragrance of a legendary romance—the origin of the primrose. 

‘Twas long ago when Madoc came to rule in Erin, longer even than I can 
tell. But up here in the old and forgotten places, with the light of my peat 
fire casting flickering shadows in the crevices of my tumble-down hut, I seem 
to see in the leaping flames an image of him who once did reign—and of her, 
“The Beautiful.” Even am I constrained to tell the story, if only to still the 
wailing from yonder mountain. 

Came there a king to Erin—Madoc, handsome and brave.. The years of 
his reign passed all too swiftly in gentleness, in peace and contentment. Of 
his gardens the world spake in wonder ; nothing like them had ever been seen. 
Blooms from the north, the south, the east and the west. The passion of 
blood-red roses blooming alongside the passionless purity of the white. Exotic 
orchids mingled their vermilion-tinted foliage with the more sober hues of 
other wonders. 

And yet. Of one flower had Madoc often sought, so much so that his 
search became frantic as the years passed by. A flower of delicacy, of sympathy 
and of tenderness. For such a flower did he search. 

Came there a queen to Erin—Guthra, ‘‘ The Fair.’’ Now at last came 
peace to the mind of Madoc and joy to the hearts of his people, for he was 
greatly loved. 

But (ah! you flames. How you flicker), sorrow comes with happiness 
even as bitterness with sweetness, else would we not know one from the other. 
War and trouble loomed and Madoc was killed. Now Heaven and Hell opened 
up! That wailing from the mountain is surely coming nearer. Acushla, 
"tis just memory—memory closeted in a cry. The cry of Guthra that echoed 
throughout the kingdom. 


HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE MAGAZINE 31 


Nays lengthened into months. Guthra wandered around the country- 
side, weeping bitter tears for her vanished happiness. And in the end the gods 
were kind—Guthra, too, lay dead. Where each tear had fallen there grew 
a tiny white and yellow flower, 

Lift it up, acushla. Handle it carefully. It is so very, very fragile. 
So very, very tender and pure and good. Listen to the heart of it. Cannot 
you hear it? Surely ’tis the sound of a woman crying. 

See! The flames die down and my tale is told. The wailing from the 
mountain has ceased and the peace of understanding descends. 

So, my friend, take you this legend back to the big grey city—a fragment 
memory of we, who are but the “‘ Children of Imagination.” 


“FROM EXPERIENCE.” 
By Gpsn. J. I. BURKE, 3RD BN. GRENADIER GUARDS. 


HIS is not meant to be a journalistic effort, but just a statement of a 

few facts of Army life as I have found it. I am not an “‘ old soldier” 

by any means—so far, I have all but five years’ service to my credit ; but in 

that time I have had many interesting experiences that would not have come 

my way, had I not enlisted. These have been very varied and of a type that 
could only be found in the Army. Here are one or two of them. 

I joined His Majesty's Army for exactly the same reason that others 
join—because I was out of employment and “ fed up”’ with eating the food 
that other members of the family were paying for. Because of my height 
I was chosen to go to the Grenadier Guards, and after a medical examination 
and other formalities had been completed, I was accepted and sent to the place 
where a civilian turns out to be a soldier (in most cases). That place is the 
Guards Depot. 

For eighteen long weeks I was “ put through’ it, but I do admit that 
when J left the Depot I felt healthier and happier than I had done for a long 
time. Army training is thorough, perhaps hard, on some learners, but every- 
body starts at the bottom here, just as a civilian has to in his job. There is 
nothing unreasonable expected, and nobody is expected to do anything beyond 
their ability. But the Army way of doing a job is to do it thoroughly, and 
that is how men are taught. 

I joined my battalion, and in time made many friends and, I admit, many 
mistakes. As time went on I realized that all I had to do was what I was told, 
and in doing that I made good headway. In November of 1933 I went to 
Egypt—something that I would never have done if I had not enlisted. I 
liked my life out there very much and saw for myself the places that I had only 
heard about when I was at school. 

My health was and is very good. The Army has given me a cheerful 
outlook on life that was missing when I was unemployed. A soldier knows 
that every Friday will see him with some money to spend. He knows that his 


82 HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE MAGAZINE 


meals are regular, and that his bed is always comfortable. He can make 
friends and good friends, too. Such things as dances, books, entertainments 
and all forms of amusement are provided. The facilities for every kind of 
sport are a living part of the Army. How do those attractions compare with 
the prospects of those men who know no home but public parks or the 
Embankment ? 

My turn to leave here will come, but if I cannot get a job in the outside 
world I will extend my service here, because I know that I have the security 
here that is missing from most civilian jobs. I will never forget my military 
life, because it has given me good health and happiness that nobody would 
ever forget if they experienced it. And when I go I will know that I have 
done my little ‘‘ bit ” by giving seven years of my life to the British Army. 


TRUTH TURNED TRAITOR. 


ie Stop talking,” the Orderly Major said, 
“When the officer comes round.” 
But those who were peering with lowered heads 
Talked on, discussing the ground. 


“Did you hear what I said ? ”’ he demanded in vain, 

But they answered him never a word. 

“ Are you deaf!" ‘Can you hear?’ he bellowed again, 
And then the answer was heard. 


Said the voice of a workman “ What’s all this abaht ? 
How long have I been known to obey 

Any orders which you to the troops may dish aht ? 
We're busy, so now go away.” 


So saying the speaker bent over once more 
And continued to talk to his mate, 

For you see they’re repairing the stable floor, 
It’s in a most slippery state. 


Outside when they’d completed the round, 
The Incident there’d been 
Made Corporal-Major suggest that it found 


Its way to BRIGADE MAGAZINE. 
E. A. H. LEGGE-BourkeE. 
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“FEAR GOD, HONOUR THE KING.” 


By WILLIAM IRVINE, Ex-SERGT., Scots GUARDS. 


REARM ! Rearm ! O England, the shackles cast aside, 

The Colonies are looking to the Motherland with pride ; 
Away with those who plead for peace, false prophets one and all, 
Betrayers of our Country, England must never fall. 


Rumours of war, and war itself, will be until the end, 

Wake up ! once mighty England, your God is still your friend. 
Why place reliance in the League ? the Bible is your guide, 
Rearm yourself on land, in air, and mighty rolling tide. 


Keep out of Europe’s quarrels, but be mighty once again, 
Your sons in other lands afar are feeling shame and pain 
That England, gallant England, should let her colours down. 
Remember, oh ! remember, the Bible and the Crown. 


The Star of England’s Destiny must never wane in shame, 
Our countless dead have died in vain, if England is to blame; 
Four corners of the globe have seen our flag in triumph wave, 
They died for love of Country, they sought the hero’s grave. 


Ten sixty-six, my England, has seen your last defeat, 

On battlefield and ocean wave you’ve seldom known retreat ; 
You scattered Spain’s Armada, you broke Napoleon's power, 
You held the German armies in Europe’s darkest hour. 


Wake up! Wake up! O England, be mightier than before, 
Rearm yourself to guard yourself, to shield your native shore ; 
On ocean wave, on land, in air, lead the whole world in arms 

An England strong and fighting fit will banish all alarms. 


LORD LURGAN. 


“ Billy ” Lurgan’s military career was very brief and Sir Henry Streatfeild 
must be one of a very few left to us who were his comrades in the Grenadier Guards, 
But as a soldier he laid the foundation stones of those qualities which were to 
make him, through half a century, one of the most popular, as well as one of the 
most picturesque, figures in London. He trod many paths in life, and shone out 
in most of them; the long, and largely representative, list of those who were 
forward to pay a last tribute to him gives evidence that, without losing a grain of 
dignity, Lurgan could be entirely happy whatever the situation to present itself. 


D 
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HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE Peto pties ph CHAMPIONSHIPS, 


The preliminaries of the Household Brigade Boxing Championships were held in the 
Gymnasium and the Miniature Range at Chelsea Barracks on 15th and 16th February; with 
the second day all competitors had been eliminated except the semi-finalists in the Champion- 
ships and the finalists in the Novices. The Boys’ Championships had been completed. 

Ninety-one contests were held on the first day and eighty on the second ; a heavy programme 
was carricd through with utter smoothness. To watch the preliminaries is to wonder why they 
do not attract larger attendances; the fighting was excellent, especially in the Championship class. 

Thus, in the first series of the Light Heavy-weight Championships, L./Sergt. Flannagan 
(3 G.G.) lost on points to Gdsn. Moorhouse (2 S.G.), with very little margin for the winner. 
Another extremely good contest was in the first series Middle-weight Championships, when 
L./Sergt. Gay (1 G.G.) and L./Sergt. Walker (3 G.G.) hit each other for almost throughout the 
nine minutes they were in the ring, and the experience of Walker gained him the verdict. Gdsn. 
Price (1 W.G.) and Gdsn. Bicknell (2 S.G.) thrilled us in the second series Welter-weight Champion- 
ship. They could hardly stand at the end, and Bicknell just got the verdict. In the second 
serics of the Middle-wcight Championships, L./Cpl. Ford (1 C.G.) and L./Sergt. Percival (Guards 
Depot) provided another capital fight. Percival’s clever defence against the terrific hitting of Ford 
gained him the day. _In the second series of the Heavy-weight Championship, sympathy must be 
extended to L./Cpl. Hills (1 W.G.) who had to retire from the contest with L./Sergt. Troughton 
(Guards Depot), with a badly cut eye, when he had a fine chance of getting a favourable decision. 

Other fights call for high praise, but lack of space forbids their mention. So also as to the 
Novices and the Boys who as usual fought in great style ; the Novices showed both skill and promise. 

The 2nd Bn. Scots Guards won the Boys’ Championship with six points ; the rst Bn. Cold- 
stream Guards and 1st Bn. Welsh Guards tied for second place with five points each. 

The cup for the best boy boxer in the Brigade went to Boy Smith (1st Bn. Welsh Guards) 
who should surely make good in the boxing world. 


THE SEMI-FINALS AND FINALS. 


A great gathcring at the London Scottish Drill Hall saw some very good fighting indeed and 
the closest competition for the team championship ever known. 

The 2nd Bn. Scots Guards defeated the rst Bn. Grenadier Guards by a single point, the 
ist Bn. Welsh Guards only two points behind. ‘ 

The 1st Bn. Grenadier Guards have now been second four times in five years and third the 
other year; may they be winners next year. 

Final placings of the leaders :—2znd Bn. Scots Guards (27 pts.), 1st Bn. Grenadier Guards 
(26 pts.), 1st Bn. Welsh Guards (24 pts.), Guards Depot (16 pts.), 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards (15 pts.). 

Major-General B. N. Sergison-Brooke, C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., presented the prizes, thanked 
the officials and congratulated all competitors on the magnificent standard of the fighting. 

LIGHT-WEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP.—Semi-final : Gdsn. Pole (1 W.G.) v. L./Cpl. Oxley (1 G.G.). 
Pole was aggressive, but Oxley boxing cleverly held his own and won on points. Dmr. W. Doy 
(2 S.G.) v. Gdsn. Chick (1 W.G.). Chick was too strong for Doy who was down twice in the first 
round. Referee stopped the contest in Chick’s favour in the second round. 

Final : Chick, a two-handed, hard-hitting boxer with height, age and reach in his favour, 
soon had Oxley in trouble. Oxley in the second round put up a very game show, and landed 
several hard rights to Chick's chin. Chick won on points, but Oxley is to be congratulated on 
a very game end to his boxing career in the service after ten years. 

WELTER-WEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP. Semi-final: Gdsn. Thompson (1 W.G.) v. Dmr. Follett 
(3 G.G.). Thompson was much too good for Follett and the referee stopped the fight in the 
first round. Gdsn. Pearce (1 G.G.) v. Gdsn. Bicknell (2 S.G.). A very even fight, won by the 
strength of Bicknell. . 

Final; These finalists put up a show perhaps without precedent ; anyhow, it was the fight 
of the evening. Both men stood toe to toe and hit each other continually. They had to be 
separated by their seconds at the end of the second round. Thompson was the stronger and 
won a really magnificent fight. 

MIDDLE-WEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP.—Semi-final : Gdsn. Taylor (1 W.G.) v. L./Sergt. Walker 
(3 G.G.). A good bout between a good boxer and a fierce fighter. Each round Taylor attempted 
to land a knock-out, but Walker coolly succeeded in keeping out of range. The verdict to Taylor 
did not meet with unanimous approval. L./Sergt. Percival (Guards Depot) v. Gdsn. Craw 
(2. S.G.). A very close fight, with Craw better at infighting, more aggressive and stronger which 
obtained for him the verdict on points. " 

Final : Two well-matched contestants who put up a fine show, Taylor just winning on points. 

Light HEAVY-WEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP.—Semi-final : Gdsn. Griffiths (1 G.G.) v. Gdsn. 
Moorhouse (2 S.G.). Moorhouse boxing with a right-hand lead, was a very difficult man to hit, 
and waited for opportunities. Griffiths being slightly more aggressive just won on points. 
Gdsn. Cotes (3 G.G.) v. L./Cp!. Samuels (1 G.G.). Cotes was disqualified in the first round fora 
backhand blow which knocked Samuels down. 
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Final: Rather disappointing. Griffiths slightly stronger and more aggressive scorer. 

HEAVY-WEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP.—Semi-final : L./Sergt. Laflin (1 G.G.) v. L./Sergt. Troughton 
(Guards Depot). Laflin was knocked out in thirty seconds. Gdsn. Wright (2 S.G.) v. Tpr. Bruce 
(Life Guards). Bruce was puzzled by the right-hand lead of Wright. Both men took heavy 
punishment well. Wright finishing more strongly won on points. 

Final : Troughton knocked out Wright early in the second round. 

FEATHER-WEIGHTS Novices CompEtiTion.—Final : Dmr. Skevington (1 G.G.) v. Dmr. 
Long (Guards Depot). A good hard fight. Long, very strong and Skevington a game loser. 

LIGHT-WEIGHT Novices Comprtition.—Final : L./Cpl. Odd (1 G.G.) v. Dmr. Dryden (3 G.G.). 
Dryden was always the cleverer boxer and Odd very game. Dryden won on points. 

WELTER-WEIGHT Novices CoMPETITION.—Final : Gdsn. McKingley (1 S.G.) v. Gdsn. 
Nicholson (1 W.G.). _A bout without aclinch. Good hard hitting. McKinley won on points. 

MIDDLE-WEIGHT Novices CoMPETITION.—Final : L./Cpl. Mills (3 G.G.) v. Gdsn. McCurdy 
(2 S.G.), A grand fight with both ‘‘all out” to win. Mills hitting harder and straighter won. 

Licht HEavy-wEIGHT Novices Competition.—Final : Rct. Kirman (Guards Depot) v. 
Gdsn, Gidman (2 S.G.). Kirman appeared to be the better boxer, but Gidman took all the 
punishment well and fought back strongly. Gidman scored on points. A very close contest. 

HeEavy-weEiGut Novices Comprtition.—Final : Gdsn. Lear (2 C.G.) v. Gdsn. Williams 
(2.C.G.), Lear was too good for Williams and the bout was stopped in the first round. 





HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION. 


Owing to the early return of the 2nd Bn. Scots Guards and 3rd Bn. Coldstream Guards it 
again became necessary to amend the draw for both the Household Brigade Senior and Junior 
Cup Competitions. It was decided that as one match had already been played in the first round 
of the Senior Competition, the losers (3rd Bn, Grenadier Guards) should be regarded as out of the 
competition and that both returning battalions make an extra match in the second round. 


HovusEHOLD BRIGADE SENIOR Cup. (Revised draw.) 


Result, 
Fiyst Round : Royal Horse Guards v, 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards vee od vos Bt 
A. Guards Depot v. 1st Bn. Welsh Guards eee see se IG 
B. 1st Bn. Coldstream Guards v. rst Bn. Scots Guards... a. O-3 
Second Round | C. Royal Horse Guards v. rst Bn, Grenadier Guards ace vee J! 
D. Life Guards v. 2nd Bn, Coldstream Guards noe naa a —r 


E, 2nd Bn. Scots Guards v. 3rd Bn. Coldstream Guards 
Third R fist Bn. Welsh Guards, Life Guards and Winner of “E"’, 
nae ‘Match: Royal Horse Guards v. rst Bn. Scots Guards. 


, HovusEHOLD BRIGADE JUNIOR CuP. 
The new draw—First Round (to be played by 7/2/37). Byes: rst Bn. C. Gds, 2nd Bn. S. Gds., 
3rd Bn. C. Gds., rst Bn. G. Gds., and Guards Depot. 





Result. 
2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards v. 1st Bn. Scots Guards ... + wae 6-2 
Life Guards, v. Royal Horse Guards an Nee gece as «. @O—5 }) Matches 
1st Bn. Welsh Guards v. 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards... eee we 50) 
1. Royal Horse Guards v. 1st Bn. Coldstream Guards. 
2. 2nd Bn. Scots Guards v. 1st Bn. Grenadier Guards. Second Round to be 
3. 3rd Bn. Coldstream Guards v. 1st Bn. Welsh Guards. played by 27/2/37. 
4. 2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards v. Guards Depot. 


HousEHOLD BRIGADE SENIOR AND JUNIOR LEAGUES. 

The League tables up to 13 /2/37 are as under :— 

Senior League.—2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards (14 pts.), 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards (12 pts.), 
1st Bn. Grenadier Guards (12 pts.), Royal Horse Guards (11 pts.), 1st Bn. Coldstream Guards 
(9 pts.), 1st Bn. Welsh Guards (8 pts.), Guards Depot (8 pts.), Life Guards (4 pe): 

Junior League —2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards (17 ay 1st Bn. Grenadier Guards (15 pts.), 
1st Bn. Welsh Guards (10 pts.), rst Bn. Coldstream Guards (8 pts.), 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards 
(8 pts.), Royal Horse Guards (4 pts.), Life Guards (4 pts.), Guards Depot (4 pts.). 

ArRMy Cup CoMPETITION. 

Once again the fifth round has found us with one representative in the field. The 2nd Bn. 
Coldstream Guards now meet the R.A.S.C. Training College, Aldershot. All success to them! 
Buitpoc Cup CompPETITION. 

Here again many of our teams have fallen by the wayside, but the Royal Horse Guards 
(holders) and 1st Bn. Grenadier Guards are in the semi-final. There may well be an all-Brigade final. 


D2 


OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATIONS. 


HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE OLD COMRADES ASSOCIATION 
IN PALESTINE. 


The Annual Dinner of the Household Brigade Old Comrades Association in 
Palestine was held on 21st November at the Kaiserin Augusta Hospice, Jerusalem. 
A large gathering included Brigadier A. F. A. N. Thorne (Commanding 1st Guards 
Brigade), in the Chair, Lieut.-Colonel J. A. C. Whitaker (Commanding 3rd Bn. 
Coldstream Guards), Major I. D. Erskine (Scots Guards), Mr. R. G. B. Spicer 
(Inspector-General of Police), officers of various units in Palestine and about two 
hundred and thirty-six Guardsmen including a contingent from Egypt, together 
with several ex-Guardsmen now serving in the Palestine Police Force. 

The principal guests were played into the banqueting hall by the Pipers of 
the 2nd Bn. Scots Guards, while the Band of the 2nd Bn. Hampshire Regiment 
played during dinner. 

In proposing the health of ‘“‘ The Association in Palestine,”’ Brigadier Thorne 
said :—"‘ Comrades, I don’t suppose any of us ever contemplated some two months 
ago sitting down to a dinner of this sort and certainly we never contemplated 
being assembled together in this hall built to the glorification of the German 
Emperor and which, owing to circumstances and the Great War, should have 
become Government House and occupied by one of the most distinguished Generals 
in Lord Plumer. We have here to-night representatives not only of the Palestine 
Police but of at least twelve regiments of His Majesty’s Army.” 

Inspector Black, in replying, said that it gave him great pleasure, besides 

being an honour, to address such a large assembly of the members of the Brigade 
of Guards. This was a very young Association, founded in 1926, and it had 
owed much to the Presidency of Lieut.-Colonel Keith Edwards (Scots Guards). 
He had been waiting for years to see the Guards march into Jerusalem. 
- In proposing the toast of ‘‘ The Palestine Police,’’ Brigadier Thorne said 
they were all honoured by the presence of Mr. Spicer, the Inspector-General, on 
whom had rested the burden of maintaining good order throughout the recent 
disturbances. He and his Police Force have performed this onerous task with 
the greatest credit and valour. It was gratifying to find that there were fifty-six 
ex-Guardsmen in the Palestine Police. 

In replying to the toast, Mr. Spicer (Inspector-General) said that he would 
always welcome Guardsmen into the Palestine Police Force. 


GRENADIER GUARDS COMRADES ASSOCIATION. 


The busy season of the Association is now with us and branch dinners and 
other social functions are in full swing. Those branches who have already had 
their dinners all report increased attendances, which is a good pointer to the 
upward trend in trade conditions. 

Annual subscriptions are now pouring in and we are pleased to report the 
joining of many new members since the beginning of the year. 

The Leicestershire Branch has now been formed and their inaugural Dinner 
is to be held in March or April. 

The London Branch is again to be honoured at their Annual Dinner with 
the attendance of the Lord Mayor of London, who is deeply interested in the 
activities of our Association. 
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Branch Dinners as follows are due to be held on the dates stated : 


London, 29/5/37. Mansfield, 13/3/37. North Staffs, 18/3/37. 
Manchester, 12/3/37. Newark, 13/3/37. Worcester, 6/2/37. 


We are also pleased to report that Capt. R. O. R. Kenyon-Slaney has been 
elected as President of the Wolverhampton Branch and under his guidance the 
Branch will once again become progressive. 

By the time this report is published it is hoped that instructions will have 
been received showing the part Comrades Associations of the Brigade will take 
in the forthcoming Coronation festivities. 


Remembrance Day will be observed on Sunday, 30th May, 1937. 


OLD COLDSTREAMERS’ ASSOCIATION. 


GENERAL.—Will members note that the date of the Windsor and District 
Branch Annual Dinner has been altered to Saturday, Ist May, 1937. 

All members are reminded that subscriptions for the current financial year 
should be paid to Branch Secretaries before 31st March, 1937. 

Members will shortly get a supplement to the Coldstream Gazette, showing 
an up-to-date list of all members who have paid their subscriptions. 

By far the most important event during the present winter has been the laying- 
up of the old Colours of the 1st Battalion at Sheffield Cathedral on Sunday, 
roth January. On the previous Saturday the rst Battalion sent a detachment to 
Sheffield, accompanied by the Regimental Band and the Drums of the 1st Battalion. 
A great crowd awaited them on their arrival at Sheffield (L.M.S.) Station, and the 
Lord Mayor, with the Civic Authorities, gave an official welcome. The Sheffield 
Branch held their Annual Dinner at the City Hall that night, and invitations 
were extended to the detachment, so some four hundred sat down to dinner. A 
most enjoyable evening was spent by all. 

On Sunday, r1oth January, the detachment, headed by the Band, marched 
through the crowded city streets to the City Hall to hand over the Colours to 
the Lord Mayor. Some three hundred and forty members of the Old Coldstreamers’ 
Association accompanied the detachment on their march. The Colours were then 
carried at the head of the parade to the Cathedral, where they were laid up, and 
after the service all marched past the Colonel of the Regiment, Lieut.-General 
Sir Alfred Codrington, en route to Cutlers Hall, where they were the guests of the 
Mayor and Corporation for a high tea. In the evening the combined Bands of 
the Sheffield City Police and the Regimental Band held a concert at the Regent 
Theatre in aid of the Sheffield Queen Victoria District Nursing Association. Grate- 
ful thanks are due to the Borough Police and the Cathderal authorities for their 
co-operation in a most impressive ceremony. 

Lonpon BrancH.—The following carnival dances have been held :—s5th 
December and 31st December, 1936. The dance on the 31st (New Year’s Eve) 
continued until 2 a.m. on 1st January. Both were well attended and everyone 
seemed to enjoy themselves. At the New Year’s Eve dance prizes were given. 

Further carnival dances will be held in the Gymnasium, Wellington Barracks 
on 6th March and roth April, 1937, beginning at 8 p.m. 

The Annual Dinner will take place at the Georgian Restaurant, Harrods 
Stores, on Saturday, 13th March, 1937, and it is hoped that as many members as 
possible will do their utmost to attend. As in previous years the cost to members 
1s 2s. 6d. Further notice of this and other functions will be forwarded. 
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The Branch will arrange another visit to the Royal Tournament in May. 

The Annual Outing will take place either in June or July (the date not having 
been definitely decided upon) and will take the form of a visit to the Guards 
Depot on a Sunday. The matter is receiving considerable attention by the com- 
mittee, and when all is arranged members will be notified. 

Another Battlefields Tour will take place over August Bank Holiday. The 
proposed itinerary is :—Mojenville, Hamlincourt, St. Leger, Canal du Nord, 
Demicourt, Graincourt, Wambaix, St. Python, Solesmes, Maubeuge. Full par- 
ticulars will be notified later. 


SCOTS GUARDS ASSOCIATION. 


EpINBURGH BRANCH.—Our Annual Dinner and Reunion was held in the Grand 
Restaurant on Saturday, 14th November, 1936, and we had a large attendance. 
Our popular President, Major C. J. Balfour, was chairman, and from beginning 
to end everything went with a swing. 

The Children’s Xmas Treat was held in the Club Rooms on Saturday, 19th 
December, and, as usual, was a great success. 


IRISH GUARDS OLD COMRADES’ ASSOCIATION. 


Lonpon Brancu.—The Annual Dinner was held in Thames House, Millbank, 
on Saturday, 7th November, under the chairmanship of General R. C. A. McCalmont. 
About 270 attended the dinner (which included 70 serving members), and when 
such a gathering of comrades get together the time simply flies. Once again 
Field-Marshal The Earl of Cavan, K.P., etc., honoured us with his company, 
The loyal and silent toasts were duly honoured. Colonel McCullough proposed 
the toast of ‘‘ The Regiment,” and Colonel FitzGerald replied and also proposed 
the toast of ‘‘ The Association.” 

Colonel FitzGerald, when rising, was given a glorious reception by all ranks. 
He spoke of the different achievements of the Regiment since the publication of 
the Annual, and in particular about the 1st Battalion winning the McCalmont 
Cup for the first time in the history of the Regiment, the team consisting of officers, 
warrant officers, sergeants, corporals and guardsmen. He also spoke about the 
1st Battalion, which was due to sail for Cairo on the r4th November, and how 
happy he was to hand over command to Lieut.-Colonel R. B. S. Reford, whom 
we ail know will make an ideal Commanding Officer. His closing remarks were 
how proud he was to command the Regiment, the ambition of every officer. 

Mr. W. Thompson replied on behalf of the London.Branch, Head Constable 
T. H. McKenzie for the Belfast Branch, and Mr. G. O'Hanlon for the Liverpool 
Branch. All branches reporting progress during the year. 

We were pleased to see Mr. S. Taylor (‘‘Sandy’’), chairman of the Belfast 
Branch, looking so fit and well after his few days’ stay with the 1st Battalion. 

Dances.—Three very successful dances have been held in the Gymnasium, 
Chelsea Barracks. It is very gratifying to see so many of the younger members 
of the Branch attending these dances. Another dance to be held during the season 
is on St. Patrick’s Night. 

Ladies’ Festival.—The annual Ladies’ Festival will be held in Thames House, 
Millbank, on Saturday, roth April. Particulars can be obtained from the Hon. 
Secretary, Reservists’ Store, Irish Guards, Chelsea Barracks, S.W.1. 
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General.—The Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding the Regiment sent a personal 
letter to each Reservist residing in London with an invitation to join the O.C.A. 
We are pleased to record increased membership in response to this invitation. 

Any ex-Irish Guardsman reading these notes, who is not a member of the 
0.C.A., and wishes to become so, please communicate with the Hon. Secretary. 


By the time the Macazine is in the hands of readers, R.Q.M.S. Young, Hon. 
Secretary 1932-36, will have taken up a position in civilian life. During his years 
of office he worked hard to put the London Branch on a sound footing and 
has met with wonderful success. 

Field-Marshal The Earl of Cavan, Colonel of the Regiment, was pleased to 
present him with a silver cigarette casket from the members of the London Branch 
in token of his good work. All wish him long life and happiness in his new role. 

Greetings.—Season’s greetings were received from the Honorary Secretary, 
Household Brigade Old Comrades’ Association, Victoria, Australia :— 


“We desire no future that will break the ties of the past. 
Once a Guardsman—always a Guardsman, 
As long as the Household Brigade shall last.” 


And from the Brigade of Guards Old Comrades’ Association, Douglas, Isle of Man:— 


“ For past, remembrance ; 
For present, best wishes ; 
For future, good fortune.” 


LIVERPOOL BRANCH.—The Eighth Annual Dinner was held at Reece’s 
Restaurant on 31st October, and was attended by over a hundred members. 
Selections of Irish music were played by a String Band of the Regiment and Pipers 
of the rst Battalion. 

Colonel J. S. N. FitzGerald (Commanding the Regiment), Lieut.-Colonel The 
Viscount Gough (Chairman Liverpool Branch), Lieut.-Colonel R. B. S. Reford 
(Commanding 1st Battalion) and other officers attended, as well as representatives 
from our London Branch, the Grenadier Guards O.C.A. and the Old Coldst reamers’ 
Association. 

After proposing the loyal toast, the Chairman referred to the increased member- 
ship of the Association, and said that it was the duty of members of the Branch 
to help unemployed members. 

The Hon. Secretary (Mr. G. O'Hanlon) read his Annual Report, thanking the 
Chairman for his continued interest and support. 

The Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding the Regiment replied to the toast of 
“‘The Regiment,” and referred to the number of recruits that came from the 
Liverpool area for the past twelve months, for which he thanked Colonel Gray, 
Chief Recruiting Officer. 

A letter of regret for inability to attend was received from the Dublin 
contingent. * 

The annual St. Patrick’s Ball will be held in the Grafton Rooms, Liverpool, 
on Grand National night, Friday, 19th March. 


BELFAST BRANCH.—The Annual Dinner was held on Saturday, 23rd January, 
in the New Carlton Rooms, Donegal Place, Belfast. About 80 members were 
present, including two representatives from Dublin. A large number were absent 
owing to ’flu. The following guests also attended :— 

Lieut.-Colonel Sir Wilfred Spender (Head of the Civil Service in Northern 
Ireland), R. W. D. Harrison, Esq. (Chief Commissioner, Royal Ulster Constabulary), 
Major A. A. H. Armstrong (Superintendent of Harbour Police), Lieut.-Colonel D. 
Gray (Chief Recruiting Officer, Belfast) and D, S. T. B. Dixon, Esq., Grenadier 
Guards (A.D.C. to G.O.C., Northern Ireland District). 
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The undermentioned represented the Regiment :— - 

Colonel J. S. N. FitzGerald (Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding the Regiment), 
Capt. T. H. H. Grayson, Capt. T. G. Lindsay, R.S.M. J. Keating and D./Sergt. 
J. Watson. 

The chair was occupied by Capt. R. C. Alexander, J.P., who read a telegram 
received from H.M. The King thanking the Branch for their loyal greetings. The 
Hon. Secretary (T. H. H. McKenzie, Esq.) proposed the toast of ‘‘ The Regiment,” 
and read a telegram from Lieut.-Colonel R. B. S. Reford, Commanding the rst 
Battalion in Egypt, on behalf of all ranks wishing the members an enjoyable 
evening. Colonel J. S. N. FitzGerald, replying, gave a detailed account of events 
in the Regiment. Major Armstrong proposed the toast of the Irish Guards Old 
Comrades Association. R. Gibson, Esq., J.P., proposed the toast of ‘‘ The Guests,” 
and R. W. D. Harrison, Esq., replied. Messages of regret for non attendance 
were read from Brig.-General R. C. A. McCalmont, Capt. C. R. McCausland, 
Major G. L. Weeks (Assistant Recruiting Officer). A String Band of the Regiment 
conducted by B./Sergt. Walton, played selections during the evening. 


WELSH GUARDS COMRADES ASSOCIATION. 


CARDIFF BRANCH.—The Branch Annual Dinner was held at the Carlton 
Restaurant, Queen Street, Cardiff, on Saturday, 30th January. The first 
Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding the Regiment, Colonel W. Murray-Threipland, 
was present, also the President of the Association, Colonel M. B. Beckwith-Smith. 
The dinner was well attended and proved a great success. Music was supplied 
by the String Band of the Regiment. 

East GLAMORGANSHIRE BRANCH.—The Annual Dinner will be held at 
Pontypridd on Saturday, 20th March, and not on the 27th March as already 
advertised. The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held before the 
dinner. 

Lonpon BRANCH.—Dances will be held at the Gymnasium, Wellington 
Barracks, on the following dates:—27th March, 17th April. .Many dances 
have been held during the winter, and all proved great social and financial successes. 

A Ladies’ Night Dinner and Dance was held at the Horns Hotel, Kennington, 
on Saturday, 27th February. A Parade Service and march past was held at the 
Royal Military Chapel, on Sunday, 28th February, and was followed by a march 
past. Full details of these functions will appear in the next issue of the MAGAZINE. 

The Annual Dinner of the Branch will take place at the Horns Hotel, Ken- 
nington, on Saturday, 1st May, and not 24th April as previously advertised. 

MONMOUTHSHIRE BRANCH.—A ball was held by this Branch at Newbridge 
on 3rd February, which proved a success in every way. The hall was packed, and 
Mr. Sutton is to be congratulated on organizing such a jolly affair. Music was 
supplied by the String Band of the Regiment. 

NortH WALES BRANCH.—The Second Annual Dinner of the Branch was held 
at Wrexham on 2oth February and proved that interest in the Branch has not only 
been maintained during the past year, but has increased under the very able 
Secretaryship of Mr. T. J. H. Davies. Once again the music was supplied by the 
String Band of the Regiment. 

SwANSEA BRANCH.—The Annual Dinner of the Swansea Branch was held on 
Saturday, 6th February, the night of the Wales v. Scotland match. As usual, the 
dinner was well attended and a most enjoyable evening was spent. The Branch 
has been unfortunate in losing the services of its Chairman, Captain J. C. Harris, 
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who served for many years in that capacity. Captain Harris has now gone to 
reside at Cardiff, and we wish him every success in his promotion. 

BATTLEFIELDS Tour.—The battlefields tour which was held last summer 
proved such a success that it has been decided to run a similar tour again this year. 
It will probably take place one week-end in July,and I should be grateful if members 
wishing to attend would advise their Branch Secretary, or write direct to Head- 
quarters, Welsh Guards, Birdcage Walk, London, S.W.1, for further particulars. 
The approximate cost of the tour, from and back to London, will be £5. 

ComravEs’ Suoot.—The Annual Shoot has been provisionally arranged to 
take place at Pirbright on 15th August. Fuller details will be circulated. 


BRIGADE OF GUARDS EMPLOYMENT SOCIETY. 


A TABLE showing by regiments the casual and regular employment obtained 
during the quarter is appended. These figures include the situations found 
by the London branch of the National Association (which includes Bow, Acton, 
Deptford, Wood Green and Croydon branches) :— 
Gren. Cold. = Scots. Trish Welsh 


" Guards. Guards. Guards. Guards. Guards. Total. 
Unemployed on register, London, 


31/12/36... oe a ww. §=—58 26 29 27 18 158 
Names submitted during quarter .., 199 200 172 134 95 800 
Regular situations filled... 3.2) 06 74 31 31 31 233 
Casual situations filled a7 Pep 41 50 55 34 16 196 
Total situations filled re. oe! 107 124 86 65 are 429 


Two hundred and ninety-cight of the above situations were offered by tha 
Society’s customers and 131 by the National Association. During the quarter 
there were 238 registrations and re-registrations at 62, Victoria Street, not including 
men registered during the preceding twelve months who have been returned to 
the register by reason of their employment having terminated through no fault 
of their own; 505 situations were offered during the quarter, and 429 of these 
were filled—85.8 per cent. 

It is rather sad to state that, of the 158 unemployed men on the register, 68 
are over fifty years of age. Very rarely is a man of over forty asked for. 

The number of men placed in permanent situations each month is steadily 
increasing, and it is now almost possible to place men of exemplary character 
immediately upon registration with the Society. Men are now rather averse to 
accepting temporary work for fear that the opportunity may be lost, whilst so 
employed, to be considered for a regular situation. 

There has been an increased demand for uniform men as relief commissionaires 
in consequence of the depleted staffs of firms through the influenza epidemic. 
The uniform of the Society has been modified and improved with a Brigade colour 
cap-band, a Brigade star as cap-badge, a large Brigade star on the bandolier, 
numerals on the collar and titles on the sleeves. The uniform is now a little more 
conspicuous, and increased business is anticipated as a result. Many Guardsmen 
are only now aware that we have a uniform staff. 

It is now necessary to be in possession of a Second Class Certificate of Educa- 
tion before registration for Post Office employment can be completed. 
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REGIMENTAL INTELLIGENCE. 
THE LIFE GUARDS, Hype Park BarRACKS. 


GENERAL. 


At a time when affairs are beginning to quicken up in view of the forthcoming 
Coronation, retrospection scems a dull affair, especially as there are so few high 
lights. News of the Regiment during the past three months would appear to 
resolve itself into an account of duty rather than duties. Indeed, this duty has 
been of a particularly heavy nature, or rather, perhaps it would be more apt to 
remark that the duty has remained constant while the personnel available has 
been sadly depleted. Although the Regiment, apparently unlike the remainder 
of the fighting forces, is almost up to strength, roughly a quarter of our number 
consists of recruits in various stages of training. It is therefore not surprising 
that strange faces have been observed on guard of late, and that the odour of 
moth balls has assailed our nostrils on the Horse Guards Parade as uniforms long 
since packed away have been unearthed, for the Regimental Staff has been called 
upon to do its share of the work, and by now can stand side by side with the duty- 
men without any feeling of inferiority. 

The escort for the Opening of Parliament was again dispensed with owing 
to inclement weather, and the Regiment was not called upon again to provide an 
escort until 12th December, when a party under Capt. F, E. B. Wignall, accom- 
panied the Garter King of Arms and his entourage on the Accession of His Majesty 
King George VI being proclaimed in London. Four State Trumpeters were also 
provided by the Regiment to sound the customary fanfares, 

A similar escort, commanded by Capt. G. W. Pennington, and a party of 
trumpeters was provided the following week, on 19th December, at the proclama- 
tion of Their Majesties’ Coronation. 

All this being over, Christmas was of course once more upon us, the season 
being opened, as is usual, by the hanging of the brick in the Warrant and N.C.Os.’ 
Mess. The Annual Christmas Tree and Entertainment for the married families 
followed, and although somewhat curtailed—necessarily, owing to the influenza 
cpidemic—was as popular and as much enjoyed as ever. The New Year was scen 
in with duc ceremony and then as mysteriously as ever the brick disappeared from 
the scene of its hanging, and with the return of the recruits and their instructors 
from Christmas furlough, we once again settled down to the usual routine. 


SMALL BorE SHOOTING. 

The winter season, being set aside for the .22 rifle, is proving quite as popular 
as regards attendances at the weekly shoots as the summer months, when com- 
petitions and cup shoots, cadre training and classification with the heavier weapon 
are the order of the day. Keen interest is being taken this year in the acquisition 
of spoons and an even keener interest in the ultimate ownership of the Small 
Bore Cup. The issue, as happened last year, must remain in doubt right up to 
the final shoot, and to lay odds on any individual at this period would be sheer 
folly. The new miniature range, installed since we were last in these barracks, 
affords us the advantage of a full-length range, although its altitude, counted in 
stairs from ground level, remains the same. The standard of shooting remains 
at last year’s high level. In fact, if anything it is just a little higher. 


Sport. 
We are suffering badly this season as a result of the heavy calls of duty upon 
our teams, and the past three months, as far as actual results are concerned, 
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have not been at all profitable. Considerable difficulty has been, and is still being 
experienced in fielding teams at anything like their full strength. However, we 
are doing our best, and the stout-hearted among the teams, fully conscious of the 
difficulties besetting them, continue to give of their utmost and spare neither 
time nor effort in carrying on until things resume a steadier tendency. 

The Association football teams have played their ties in the Army Cup and 
Bulldog Cup and have retired beaten, but the Cavalry and Household Brigade 
Cups remain uncontested, and, a redeeming feature, there are still many fixtures. 

The Rugby team is distinguished, in spite of a very lean season, by its supreme 
optimism and refusal to be set back by such a small matter as a defeat. Although 
we lack experience and find it impossible to practise, the greatest difficulty being 
found on occasions in turning out fifteen players, some remarkably fine games 
have been played ; one deserving especial mention being that against the Union 
Castle Club, regulars on our fixture list, which ended suitably enough in a draw, 
when one of the finest games played in the best sporting spirit was greatly enjoyed 
by both sides. We are out of the Army Cup, having lost to the Guards Depot. 

If results are looked for a study of the fixture list of the fencing team should 
produce the desired effect. Thirteen matches have been won already this season, 
and with a further thirty matches or so yet to be undertaken the team should be 
able, before the summer comes, to look back on a most enjoyable and successful 
period. We are looking forward with pleasurable anticipation to the Army Inter- 
Unit Team Championship and the Bronze Medal Tournament as these are now 
within our reach. A word of welcome is due to another arrival in the London 
District list of fencing teams. We note with pleasure that the Scots Guards are 
now in the field, and we wish them every success in the venture. 


PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 

Promoted W.O. Class II (S.C.M.): S.Q.M.C. Gray. Promoted S.Q.M.C. : 
Cs.-of-H. Wheatly and Fitzwater. Promoted Corporal-of-Horse: Cpls. Ring, 
Curnick and Crombie. Promoted Farrier Corporal-of-Horse: F./Cpl. Stanley. 
Promoted Corporal: L./Cpls. Garlick and Westgate. Promoted Farrier Corporal : 
Farrier Gilbert. 

RE-ENGAGEMENT AND EXTENSIONS OF SERVICE. _ 

Tpr. Anderson has re-engaged to complete 21 years’ Colour Service, and 
C.-of-H. Curnick and Musn. Mantle have extended their service to complete 12 
years with the Colours. 

CourRSsES. 

C.-of-H. Cluney was awarded a “ Q.1 ” certificate at the Anti-Gas Wing of the 
Small Arms School. Tpr. West passed a course on Sanitary Duties at the Army 
School of Hygiene, and Tpr. Barham has passed a Selected Cooks’ Course. 


Goop ConpucT MEDAL. 
The following have been awarded the Medal for Long Service and Good 
Conduct :—S.Q.M.C. Fitzwater, Sadd./Cpl.-of-H. Pippen, Tpr. Twaites. 


ROYAL HORSE GUARDS, Winpsor. 


GENERAL. 
His Majesty King George VI has honoured us by becoming our Colonel-in- 
Chief ; may he fill that position for many peaceful years to come. 
Many words have been written and as many suggestions put forward as to 
how the Army can make good its sadly depleted establishment, but we require 


REGIMENTAL INTELLIGENCE 45 


a brain that will tell us how to carry out normal duties with three dutymen per 
squadron! For that is our position. A large number of recruits, the ‘flu, the 
necessity for confining the furloughs within a certain period and the shortage of 
men joining is responsible for this. However, with the prospect of increased 
pay for the young soldier and gargling with pot. permang., our difficulties in two 
directions may be overcome. In the meantime we must employ a piece of chalk 
and find a few men that way. 

Individual training is under way and continues until March when Regimental 
training takes its place. This year we are due to carry out manceuvres with 
the 4th Division in the East Kent area during the latter part of August and the 
beginning of September, but before that we have musketry to do at Pirbright 
from about 2oth May until the middle of June. 

The Christmas festivities were ushered in by the Children’s Party a few days 
before Christmas Day. A cinema show was given, prizes distributed to the 
children and a tea provided, and the parents enjoyed themselves every bit as 
much as the kiddies. Christmas Day, as is usual, was devoted to the troops and 
finished with a dance in the evening. The W.Os. and N.C.Os. held their celebrations 
over the New Year,commencing with an all-night dance on New Year's Eve, a dinner 
and concert on the following day. Our hearty thanks are due to the Officers for 
making these thoroughly enjoyable festivities possible, and to Corporal-of-Horse 
Cracknell and his staff for the excellence of the respective dinners. 

Sir Peter Grant-Lawson had a most interesting trip to America and Canada 
with the British Military Jumping Team, recounted elsewhere in this MAGAZINE. 


Sport. 

Rucuy FootBaLt.—Both the first and second teams, taking into consideration 
the large number of newcomers who are playing, are doing very well. In the 
first round of the Army Cup we met our neighbours, the 2nd Bn. Coldstream 
Guards, and beat them by 8 points to 3. In the second round, however, we 
played a much faster team in the R.A.S.C. (Feltham). Although the final result 
was in doubt until the last minutes, we lost the game by 6 points to 3. In the 
Prince of Wales's Cup we drew a bve in the first round and meet The Life Guards 
in the second round in the near future. We survived the first round of the 
Junior Cup, beating the 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards by rr points to 8 and are due 
to play the 2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards in the second round. In both games we 
naturally hope to be victors. Of the friendly matches we have won one, drawn 
one and lost five. This may not sound very good but, with the exception of one 
game, the play and scoring has been very even. Our great difficulty is to field 
a really effective three-quarter line. The forwards in both teams do their work 
very well and take the brunt upon their shoulders in more ways than one. 


SoccER.—With the first half of the season over we are in a position to take 
stock and examine our prospects in the various Cup competitions. The Regiment 
made an early exit from the Army Cup Competition. After drawing a bye in 
the first round we met The Life Guards in the second round and won by five goals 
tonil. Inthe third round against the 17th Field Bde. R.A. we lost by 2 goals to r. 
Our Soccer expert tells me that it was entirely our own fault that this game was 
lost. After only ten minutes’ play we were two goals in arrears, but after half-time 
our team woke up and played some really good football. This was too late and 
no effort could make up for the bad start. 

Our opponents in the Household Brigade Senior Cup were the 3rd Bn. Grenadier 
Guards. After a very fine exhibition of football by both teams the Regiment 
won by 4 goals to 2. Although we thoroughly deserved our win we should like 
to congratulate the losers upon playing such a fine sporting game. 
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The third round of the Bulldog Cup, of which we are the holders, has been 
reached. We again drew a bye in the first round and met the R.A.F. (Hendon) 
in the second. The first match was abandoned ten minutes before time, owing 
to the late arrival of the R.A.F. team, with the Blues leading by 11 goals to 1. 
The replay resulted in our winning by 18 goals to nil. Our team combination 
has improved greatly and we look forward with some measure of confidence to 
the remainder of the season. Our second team has not quite come up to expecta- 
tions, probably owing to the fact that none of them have the opportunity of 
playing senior football. This cannot be helped as the first team is very settled 
and no vacancies occur. We hope that better results will be forthcoming. 

FEeNncinG.—The Fencing results may not look particularly impressive on 
paper, but I am assured that all is well and that the team is in good fettle for the 
Inter-Unit Championship and the Tournament. We have decided eight matches, 
won three and lost five ; amongst the defeated opponents are the Queen’s Bays, 
who won the Inter-Unit Team Fencing Championship last year. The Life Guards 
have beaten us once, but this will be rectified, we hope, in the final phase of the 
Inter-Unit Competition this year. 

PROMOTIONS. 

S.Q.M.C. Russell to R.Q.M.C. C.-of-H. Poupart to S.C.M.(R.I.). C.-of-H. 
Keyworth to S.Q.M.C. Cpls. Lintott and Pitcher to Corporals-of-Horse. L./Cpls. 
Ruff and Puttrell to Corporals. 


GRENADIER GUARDS. 
FIRST BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS, CHELSEA. 


During the quarter the Battalion has been reorganized and we are now on 
the old formation of four rifle companies and a headquarter wing. 

On 11th November, 1936, the old Colours of the Battalion were laid up in 
the Chapel at the Guards Depot, Caterham. They were taken there by Lieuts. 
C. J. D. Jeffreys and M. S. B. Vernon. A party of N.C.Os. attended. 

On the same day a party of 4 officers and 160 other ranks under the command 
of Major C. M. D. Venables-Llewelyn took part in the Armistice Day celebrations 
at the Cenotaph. 

A draft of fifty-three other ranks under the command of 2/Lieut. The Viscount 
Anson left Southampton on 14th November to serve with the 2nd Battalion 
in Egypt. 

this with deep regret that we announce the death of Lieut. I. M. Addison, 
which took place in the hunting field on 21st November, 1936. He was buried 
at Putney Vale Cemetery on 25th November. A party of W.Os., N.C.Os, and 
Drummers under the command of Lieut. M. S. B. Vernon attended the funeral. 

On Saturday, 12th December, the Battalion lined the route for the Royal 
Proclamation. 

The Commanding Officer presented Long Service and Good Conduct Medals 
to C.S.M. Colton, C.S.M. Jennings, Ar./S./Sergt. Deane (R.A.O.C.) and Gdsn. 
Valehaden on a Battalion parade on 21st December. 

Again on Saturday, 19th December, the Battalion found a Guard of Honour 
under Capt. R. C. E. Herbert at the Royal Exchange for the Proclamation of 
Their Majesties’ Coronation. 

On 23rd December the Annual Christmas Tree and Party for the Married 
Families took place much to the delight of the youngsters. The Hon. Mrs. Fraser 
kindly gave away the presents. 
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Plenty of food and refreshments was the order on the Christmas Day, and 
this is what the Commanding Officer and other Officers of the Battalion found 
when they visited the Battalion at dinner. A choir under the directorship of 
the Sergeant-Major was also formed. Christmas festivities ended on the evening 
of Boxing Day when there was an All Ranks Dance. This, as is usual, was a great 
success. But entertainment did not end here, for on New Year’s Eve, a dance 
was held by the combined Sergeants’ Messes of the rst and 3rd Battalions. The 
dining hall, gaily decorated for the occasion, was packed very shortly after the 
start, and this alone will tell of its success. 


Changes amongst officers are as follows :—Capt. G. W. Browning and Capt. 
W. Reeve have been posted to us ; Lieut. The Lord Ardee has taken up an appoint- 
ment in India; Lieut. P, H. A. Burke has been posted to the 3rd Battalion. 

In addition to that of Lieut. 1. M. Addison, we regret to report the death of 
Gdsn. J. Bishop (No. 4 Coy.) and Gdsn. Fillery (No. 2 Coy.). The Battalion was 
well represented at each funeral. 


Sport. 

FooTtBatL.—The Army Cup.—We started the season well by defeating, at 
Burton's Court, the rst Training Brigade R.A. from Woolwich, in the first round 
of the Army Cup, by 3—o. In the second round we drew with the 17th Field 
Brigade R.A. This match was also played on Burton’s Court. A few minutes 
before full time our opponents equalized, making the score two all. Extra time 
was played but no further score was made. The “ gallery” at this match was 
well crowded and nursemaids and taxi-drivers were prominent. All displayed 
their appreciation for a very exciting game. The replay at Woolwich on 18th 
November we lost by 3 goals to 1, About one hundred and seventy spectators 
were conveyed to the match. 

The Bulldog Cup.—tn the first round we defeated the R.A.S.C., Woolwich, 
by 4 goals to nil. Being the home team our support again was excellent. The 
second round against the R.A.S.C., Feltham, on 30th November, again on our 
ground, we won 4—3. A very fast and exciting game was enjoyed by all. For 
the third round our opponents were the Military College of Science. 

Household Brigade Senior and Junior Cups.—We were beaten 7—1 by the 
Royal Horse Guards in the second round of the Senior Cup. In the Junior Cup 
we meet 2nd Bn. Scots Guards. 

Enlisted Boys’ Army Cup.—The Boys lost to the 2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards 
in the second round, at Windsor, on 13th November, by 3—0. 

Household Brigade Sentor and Junior Leagues.—We are now placed third in 
both these leagues. 

Boxinc.—We have so far had only one inter-unit boxing match this season, 
against the Guards Depot at Caterham, on 4th November. We won by 11 fights 
to 5. One hundred and fifty spectators attended the contest from the Battalion 
and it was voted a grand evening. The finals of the Novices Boxing Champion- 
ships were held on 14th December. The boxers, novices and seasoned veterans 
alike are now getting into trim for the Household Brigade Championships next 
month, when it is hoped to produce some good results. 

Rucpy Footsatt.—On 12th November we beat the Guards Depot in the 
second round of the Army Rugby Union Challenge Cup by 3—o. In the third 
round versus the R.A.M.C., Woolwich, played on the ground of the Honourable 
Artillery Company at Armoury House, we again repeated the above score in 
our favour. One hundred spectators from the Battalion attended. We were 
defeated 11—0 by the 1st Bn. Welsh Guards in the fourth round. 


48 HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE MAGAZINE 


SECOND BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS, Ecypr. 
GENERAL. 


The past quarter has been largely eventful by reason of the rapid decrease 
in all services. Due to the end of the Italo-Abyssinian operations and the easing 
of the Palestine tension, the large numbers of reinforcements that were a feature 
during our first six months here have now practically disappeared, leaving the 
Battalion and the usual detachments of the supply and medical services, etc., to 
gradually get back to ‘‘ peace-time ”’ conditions. 

Although we have not been called upon to take any active part in any of 
these late warlike operations we have, however, managed to have a fairly hectic 
time in the way of additional duties, quay guards and many other variously named 
guards and escorts. 

Despite all these deviations from the normal we have managed to carry out 
the annual musketry course and send companies away for company training and 
are now in the throes of being mechanized and preparations for Brigade training. 

The Battalion leaves on 25th January for Fayid in the Canal Zone to carry 
out Battalion and Brigade training with the Battalions of the Canal Brigade 
stationed at Moascar. 

By all accounts this Fayid is the ‘“‘ spot marked with the cross ” in the middle 
of a large expanse of desert and the social amenities appear to be conspicuous by 
their absence, so that plans are in hand for the utilization of self-made amusements 
during the short rests between exercises. The Battalion mouth-organ band will 
probably have a good ojportunity to add to its present fine record. More of the 
training after our return. 

The past few months have seen a few departures, both for discharges and in 
some cases for transfers to the Home Battalions for promotion. We have now 
said good-bye to what is possibly our last draft before we ourselves start “‘ counting 
the months.” 

Perhaps the events that loom most largely in our memories at the present time 
are those of the now receding Christmas. 

From all points of view this last was perhaps the one to stay longest in our 
minds. As, differing from the usual run of things at home, the whole of the Bat- 
talion, officers and other ranks, were present together for the festive season, 
everyone went ‘‘all out ” to make the best of it. Little used talent was forth- 
coming for the decoration of dining rooms and messes and considerable ingenuity 
was shown by those responsible. Each Company chose a different ‘‘ motif ’’ and 
the final choice of the best decorated dining-room presented a great difficulty. 
No. 3 Company took the prize and really earned it. Perhaps they were helped by 
a large size replica of the Quartermaster aptly described as “ Our Good Fairy,” 
as indeed he proved. Presents for every man aided to take away any touch of 
homesickness for the lights 0’ London and organized concerts, whist drives, and 
the inevitable Tombola helped to pass a very enjoyable time. The weather, by 
the way, was quite springlike, a few of the more hardy souls venturing in the 
sea for a morning dip. Our success in the Small-Bore Shooting world continues 
and in passing it is interesting to note that the Ladies’ Club have been putting 
up some remarkable and very creditable scores. Mrs. Garnett took top place 
and won the cup kindly presented by Messrs. McEwan- Younger. 


Sport. 


FoorBaLt.—The Battalion have experienced a successful season. The 1st XI 
have played 15 matches, winning 13, losing one and one has been drawn. They are 
undefeated on their own ground ; 55 goals have been scored, while they have had 
32 scored against them. Owing to the fact that there are now no local military 
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teams to play, we have to play civilian teams. The second team have not had so 
many matches to play and to date only seven matches have been played, of which 
five have been won, the remaining two lost. The undermentioned hold the record 
for the highest scores: Sturgess 20, Reynolds 10. In the Cup matches the Bat- 
talion were unlucky to be beaten in the first round of the Command Cup, losing to 
The Royal Northumberland Fusiliers by 4 goals to 3. They still have to play for 
the Alexandria Senior Cup, the Battalion ‘‘A” and “ B” teams being drawn 
together. 

In the Small Units Competition No. 3 Company won the Alexandria Area 
section, and are now awaiting the draw for the semi-final of all the combined 
sections together. They also won the Alexandria Area Junior Cup, defeating 
“ B2” Sqdn., R.A.F., Aboukir, in the final by 2 goals to nil. 

In the Battalion Platoon Championship No. 2 and No. g Platoons met in 
the final, No. 2 winning by 3—2. 

The Battalion side has been well represented in representative matches. 
In a match which is played annually, the Battalion side provided no fewer than 
seven men for the Area side against the Alexandria Business Houses. The result 
was a drawn game, 2—2, L./Cpl. Willson, the Battalion right-half, converting two 
penalties. In a match to be played in the near future, the whole Battalion side 
has been selected to represent the British Forces Selected XI against the Alexandria 
Municipal Club. 

C.S.M. Reynolds, Gdsn. Wilson and Newton recently passed the Army Football 
Association Referees’ Course. 


HockEey.—Quite a number of hockey matches have been played, but un- 
fortunately, on account of the playing pitches being made of sand, many have 
had to be cancelled on account of rain. This being the first season, the hockey 
team have not fared so well as the soccer team. Out of 16 games played, 4 have 
been won, 2 drawn, while the remainder were lost. In the Command Hockey 
Cup we were drawn against the 31st Field Brigade R.A., from Cairo, and were 
defeated by 4 goals to nil. The Battalion still have, however, the chance of 
having their names inscribed on the Alexandria Senior Hockey Cup. 

In the Junior Cup, No. 2 (S.) and No. 4 Companies have to meet in the second 
round, while No. 1 Company meet a team from the Royal Air Force. 


Cross-CounTRY.—The Cross-Country team have, so far, been the most 
successful of any Guards Battalion that has been stationed in this Command. 
They are the only team of the Brigade to have their name inscribed on the Com- 
mand Cup. They won the cup, beating the 2nd Bn. The Gloucestershire Regiment 
by 25 points. The final result being: The Battalion, 259 points; 2nd Bn. The 
Gloucestershire Regiment, 284 points. L./Sergt. Green followed up Gdsn. 
Patience’s success of last season by winning the Individual Cup for the Brigade 
of Guards for the second year in succession. Gdsn. Buckley, also of this Battalion, 
followed him home, being separated by only a few yards. The team won the 
Alexandria Area Cross-Country Championships by defeating the 2nd Bn. The 
Gloucestershire Regiment by a close margin of 8 points. The Battalion had the 
first three men home. 


* Brrirarps.—The Battalion have entered two teams in the Alexandria District 
Billiards League. The ‘‘B’”’ team were on top for the earlier part of the season, 
but owing to losing two successive matches have had to give way to the R.A.F. 
Despite this setback, it is probable that they will finish higher in the League than 
the “ A’”’ team, which is composed of members of the Sergeants’ Mess. 

In a billiards tournament held in the N.A.A.F.I., Gdsn. Reynolds (3) defeated 
Gdsn. Armstrong (3) in the final by 200 points to 175 points. 
E 
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BoxinGc.—In the Command Team Boxing Championships, Boy H. Hudson 
won the Boys’ Feather-weight Championship. Boy Grant was unlucky in losing 
in the semi-final of the Boys’ Middle-weight Championships. Gdsn. Harris 
(2) (S.) was runner-up in the Heavy-weight Championship; L./Sergt. Solley 
(2) (S.) losing in the semi-final. 

In the Command Novices’ Boxing Championships we supplied both the 
finalists in the Heavy-weight Competition. Gdsn. Harris (2) (S.) defeating L./Sergt. 
Solley (2) (S.) on points after a hard fight. Gdsn. Baker (2) (S.) was runner-up in 
the Middle-weights, being unable to fight owing to having received a fractured 
jaw in the semi-final. The Battalion defeated the rst Bn. Irish Guards in the 
first round of the Command Team Championships. 


PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 

Promoted Colour-Sergeant and appointed Company Quartermaster-Sergeant : 
Sergt. Barratt. Promoted Sergeants: L./Sergts. Pryke, Hicks, Skinner, Ankers 
and Wood. Appointed Paid Lance-Sergeants: L./Sergts. Grimwood, Broomfield, 
Berry, Knight and Bunce. Promoted Corporal and Appointed Unpaid Lance- 
Sergeants: L./Cpls. Hind, Rousell, Hawley, Hill, Chambers, Rose, Sadler, Stratton, 
and Edge. Appointed Officers’ Mess Sergeant: Sergt. Hutchinson. Appointed 
Provost Sergeant : Sergt. Skinner. 


TRANSFERS. 
To 1st Battalion: Sergts. Varey and Bell and Gdsn Maxted. 


TRADE TEST. 
Gdsn. Lewis passed by Command Board as Farrier. 


Lonc SERVICE AND Goop ConpucT MEDALS. 


Awarded Long Service and Good Conduct Medals for half-year ended 30th 
June, 1936: C.S.M. Reynolds, Sergt. Rogers and L./Sergt. Scriven. 


CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION. 
Awarded 1st Class Certificate: Sergt. Foster; L./Sergt. Rousell ; L./Cpls. 
Osborne, Gold, Wallace, Warwick ; Gdsn. Lott, Dowland, Rice, Smith, Sparkes, 
Russell and Boston. 


THIRD BATTALION GRENADIER GUARDS, CHELSEA. 


GENERAL. 


On 8th November our old Colours were laid up in the Military Chapel, Chelsea 
Barracks, with all due reverence and impressive ceremony. 

In the Lord Mayor’s Show C.S.M. Ward and a trained band of forty represented 
the King’s Royal Regiment of Footguards beating drums in the City in 1664 for 
volunteers to serve with the Regiment at sea under Prince Rupert. 

A Guard of Honour was found for the State Opening of Parliament under 
the command of Capt. R. L. Hutchins and for the Proclamation of the Accession 
under the command of Capt. A. F. L. Clive. On both occasions the Battalion 
lined the streets. 

Our first Christmas in England since returning from Egypt presented a striking 
contrast. This time the majority were on leave and those left behind sat down for 
dinner in one mess-room instead of several, and their spirits were more subdued. 
Excellent fare was provided in good quantities, the Master Cook and his henchmen 
proving themselves experts at their Job. 
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The Children’s Christmas Party was thoroughly enjoyed. A good tea was 
provided by the N.A.A.F.I. and afterwards, in the Gymnasium, the children were 
entertained by jugglers before being presented with their presents by Mrs. Britten. 

The Commanding Officer very kindly gave tickets to the families for Bertram 
Mills’ Circus which all enjoyed and very much appreciated. 

Once again we have changed our designation and are now a rifle battalion. 

Two old members of the Battalion have gone to civil life—C.S.M. Wighton, 
who for many years has helped the Battalion to succeed in shooting competitions 
(particularly revolver), has served for twenty-five years in varied capacities ; Sergt. 
Sheppard, serving twenty-two years with the Battalion, was Transport Sergeant 
for fourteen years, during which time he kept the transport up to a high standard 
and won many competitions. They both have our best wishes for their success. 


SERGEANTS’ MESs. 


We were very pleased to have with us in November several members of the 
Belgium Grenadiers, and our efforts to entertain them were much appreciated. 
No doubt their visit in detail will be described elsewhere in the MAGAZINE. 

On Christmas Eve the members of the 1st Battalion invaded our Mess and 
made whoopee, and on Boxing Day the visit was returned in true Christmas spirit 
and it was nearly tea time before the last married member crept home. A dance 
on New Year’s Eve was held at Chelsea by both Messes of the 1st and 3rd Battalions. 
It was most successful and lasted until the early hours of the morning. We were 
honoured by the presence of both Commanding Officers who spoke of the goodwill 
which existed between the Battalions. The years 1936 and 1937 were represented 
and all joined hands at midnight, after which refreshments were served. The 
Committees are to be congratulated on arranging such a good show. 


SPORT. 

Generally it has been a difficult matter to sort out material, owing to the 
large number of recruits posted to the Battalion, but we have now settled down to 
serious play and it is hoped that the latter part of the season will be more successful. 

ASSOCIATION FooTBALL.—In the Household Brigade Senior League the 1st XI 
have only lost one match—against the rst Bn. Coldstream Guards. The season 
opened by beating the Depot 3—o and was continued with succcss against the 
2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards and the Royal Horse Guards. The next three matches 
against the Life Guards, Royal Horse Guards and our 1st Battalion, were drawn. 
We were knocked out of the Senior Cup by the Royal Horse Guards at Windsor, 
by 4—0. The team had an off day, but full credit must be given to the Blues. 

In the second round of the Bulldog Challenge Cup we defeated the R.A.F. 
at Biggin Hill by 3 goals to 1, and although this match was fought in a gale a sur- 
prisingly high standard of play was reached. 

The 2nd XI have met with varying success in the Junior League. Their 
record to date is: Played 6, won 2, lost 2, drawn 2, goals for 22, against 22, points, 6. 


RucsBy FooTBaLL_.—Although we have lost many of the team which won the 
Egyptian Command last year, a good side has been gathered together, thanks to 
many hours of coaching and to the fact that several useful players have joined 
from the Depot. The policy adopted was to have a fairly strong fixture list, and 
run the danger of a few wins rather than to play weak clubs merely to record 
wins, it being considered that the experience gained would be more beneficial. 
The hardest game was against the Edgware R.F.C. who beat us by 12—o. In 
the Army Cup we played the Welsh Guards. It was an even match up to half-time, 
the score being 5—o against us, but after that our team cracked and we were beaten 
by 23—3 after a very hard game. 

E2 
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The znd XV were beaten by the Horse Guards in the Junior Cup by 8 points 
to 6 after leading until within five minutes of the close. Faulty tactics cost us 
this match, for although our back division was much superior, the forwards failed 
to heel the ball. 

Boxinc.—The Novices’ and Battalion Championships were held in November. 
The standard of these meetings was much higher than usual, and the nucleus of 
a sound Battalion team should be formed. The winners were :— 

Novices.—Heavy-weight : Gdsn. Nicholls; runner-up, Gdsn. Gray. Light 
Heavy-weight : L./Sergt. Curtis; runner-up, Gdsn. Broadfield. Middle-weight : 
Gdsn. Hill; runner-up, L./Cpl. Mills. Welter-weight : Gdsn. Woodruffe ; runner- 
up, Gdsn. Soar. 

Boys’ Competition Heavy-weight : Boy Cadwallader; runner-up, Boy 
Higgins. Welter-weight: Boy Gwatkin; runner-up, Boy Benstead. Jight- 
weight: Boy Lines; runner-up, Boy Tilbrook. Bantam-weight: Boy Cole; 
runner-up, Boy Edwards. 

Battalion Championships. Heavy-weight : Gdsn. Cotes ; runner-up, L./Sergt. 
Flanagan. Light Heavy-weight: Gdsn. Barnes; runner-up, Gdsn. Denton. 
Middle-weight : L./Sergt. Walker; runner-up, L./Cpl. Mills. Welter-weight : 
Gdsn. Woodruffe ;_ runner-up, Gdsn. Powell. Light-weight: L./Cpl. Perrett ; 
runner-up, Gdsn. Selby. Bantam-weight Contest: Gdsn. Evans beat L./Cpl. 
Sampson (R.A.O.C.) on points. 

On the final night of the Championships four special fights with Boys of the 
1st Battalion were arranged. We won three—Bantam-weight, Boy Bailey (1) 
beat Boy Cole (3) on points; Light-weight, Boy Lines (3) beat Boy Ward (1) in 
the first round ; Welter-weight, Boy Gwatkin (3) beat Boy Edwards (1) on points ; 
Light Heavy-weight, Boy Cadwallader (3) beat Boy Haynes (1) on points. The 
Inter-Company Cup was won by No. 2 Coy., scoring 25 points; No. 3 Coy. and 
“H.Q.”" Wing tied for second place with 18 points. 

A friendly match against our 1st Battalion was held on the 14th January. 
There were 19 fights, ranging from Heavy-weight to Feather-weight, and an 
excellent night’s sport was enjoyed by the large number of spectators. The match 
resulted in a win for the 1st Battalion by 30 points to 26. Weare looking forward 
to the return match in February, when we hope the result will be reversed. 

Cross-CountRY Runninc.—The team and many reserves have been training 
for some time, but have only had one fixture, against the Depot. This was run 
under difficult conditions, the course being heavy owing to rain. Although our 
team put up a satisfactory performance they were beaten by 100 points to 200. 
L./Sergt. Spratley was the first man home. 

Bayonet FENcING.—Companies have been training for some time past for 
the Inter-Company Competition. A new shield has been bought and competition 
is expected to be keen. 

PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 

To R.Q.M.S. : C.S.M. V. Martin. To W.O.2 (O.R.Q.M.S.): O.R.C.S. R. 
White. To W.O.2 (C.S.M.): C.Q.M.Ss. A. Hill and E, Winter. To C.Q.M.Ss. : 
Sergts. C. Watkins, W. Tucker and A. Harrison. To Sergeants: L./Sergts. O. 
Anderson, M. Newberry, J. Baxter and A. Croucher. To Paid Lance-Sergeants : 
L./Sergt. G. Carter and A. Spratley. To Corporals and Unpaid Lance-Sergeants : 
L./Cpls. L. Spreag, H. Thompson, J. Lord, G. Armstrong, J. Flanagan, W. Hartley, 
C. Frewin and C. McCappin. 

TRANSFERS, 

To Ist Battalion: C.Q.M.S. W. Giddings, Gdsn. T. Parker. From 1st Bat- 
talion: C.Q.M.S. E. Winter, Sergt. Tucker, Gdsn. J. Smith. To Guards Depot : 
Sergt. C. Till, L./Sergts. F. Muncey, R. Bean, Gdsn. W. Elliott, F. Mills. From 
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Guards Depot : C.Q.M.S. W. Newman, Sergt. C. Fitzhugh, Gdsn. R. White and 
F, Dowling. To Supernumerary List : C.S.M. E. Kay, C.S.M. H. Oulton. From 
Supernumerary List : C.S.M. C. Wighton, Sergt. O. Barber. To M.F.P.: Gdsn. 
A. Woodward. 

CourRsEs OF INSTRUCTION. 


Education : L./Cpl. R. Athey. Motor Transport : L./Cpls. F. Dibbo, J. Ware. 
Bren Gun: Sergts. N. Turton, F. Smith, L./Sergts. W. Edwards, T. Carter, F. 
Archer, H. Darwood, R. Banks. Water Duties: Gdsn. R. Roper, R. Marron. 
Mortar: Sergt. J. Crowhurst. Machine Gun: Sergt. T. Hicken, L./Sergt. J. 
Baxter. 

CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION. 


First Class.—L./Cpls. F. Lovett and H. Halsall ; Gdsn. G. Smith, R. Stevens, 
R. Harris and H. Settle ; Dmr. W. Collins. 

Second Class.—L./Cpls. F. Bassett, L. Burrell, A. Bewers, W. Dales, M. 
Higgins, W. Downes, W. Vickers, D. Ramsbottom ; Gdsn. K. Allen, D. Anderson, 
G. Bothwell, T. Burnand, C. Felstead, L. Davis, K. Dolby, F. Fosbrooke, R. George, 
J. Holbrook, R. Hickling, A. Harvey, A. Hallows, A. Soar, A. Scovell, E. Smith, 
S. Silcock, T. Tucker, A. Tarrant, C. Worthington, E. Weaver, A. Wood, G. Wood, 
F, Jones, R. Evans, L. Peplar, G. Pankhurst, L. Lailey, S. Merricks, R. Mitchell, 
J. Madden, D. Marshall, E. Prescott, F. Philpotts, K. Rhodes and R. Stansfield. 


MEDAL. 
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal: D./Sergt. H. Cook and C.S.M. E. Kay. 


COLDSTREAM GUARDS. 
FIRST BATTALION COLDSTREAM GUARDS, WELLINGTON BARRACKS. 


GENERAL. 


Little did we anticipate such a hectic ceremonial winter when we came up 
to London, for we have been very busy strect lining at the Proclamation of 
King George VI on 12th December and at the Proclamation of the Coronation on 
1gth December. Chelsea and the Arsenal were minus a few spectators on 
both days. 

Orit November the Battalion was represented at the Cenotaph by 
4 officers and 16 other ranks on duty with the ex-servicemen. The remainder 
paraded on the Square for the two minutes’ silence. 

On 25th November the Battalion visited the Guards Depot and it was certainly 
a chilly day we chose. But it served to emphasize the warmth of the welcome 
we received. We arrived at Caterham by 10.15 a.m. and were soon invading 
places that were once out of bounds to us all, the Trained Soldiers’ Canteen, for 
instance. Interesting events occupied the whole time of our visit—the 11 a.m. 
parade, shooting contests on the miniature range between representative teams 
of various ranks, rugger and soccer in the afternoon and, piéce de résistance, the 
boxing events after supper. The results of these encounters are shown in the 
Sports Section. Many visited the Museum for the first time and discovered 
what a treasure house of Regimental memories they have at the Depot. Every 
member of the Battalion who made the trip felt deeply thankful to our Com- 
manding Officer for making the visit possible, the Commandant of the Guards 
Depot for allowing the visit to take place and providing so warm a welcome, 
R.S.Ms. R. Brittain and Jones who so ably arranged all details and, last but not 
least, Sergt.-Cook Gray and the cooks of the various Messes who so competently 
catered for our appetites, made unduly keen by the Caterham air. 


54 HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE MAGAZINE 


The Regimental Lieutenant-Colonel carried out his half-yearly inspection 
of the Battalion on 16th December, when the Battalion came up to scratch. 

Our Commanding Officer, Lieut.-Colonel F. Longueville, retired on 17th 
December. We wish him the best of luck in his retirement and hope that his 
health will continue to improve. Lieut.-Colonel O. W. H. Leese was promoted 
and took over the command of the Battalion. We are confident that his tenure 
of command will be very successful. Capt. C. F. O. G. Forbes was promoted Major. 

We found duties on Christmas Day and the Christmas Dinner was properly 
dealt with on Boxing Day. This was the usual good show and L./Cpl. Thomas 
proposed the health of the Commanding Officer and called for three cheers for 
the cooks. 

The Christmas Tree was held in the Restaurant, Wellington Barracks, on 
18th December. Everyone enjoyed the tea and the children were thrilled at the 
arrival of Father Christmas down the chimney. The presents were distributed 
and Mrs. Leese and the committee were heartily cheered by the children before 
they departed. 

We were pleased to welcome the 3rd Battalion home after their stay in 
Palestine. Although nothing is known yet we hope to see some of the old faces 
return to us in the near future. 

Our old Colours have now been laid up in Sheffield Cathedral and for some 
days in January Sheffield Town Hall, the War Memorial, etc., had been trans- 
ferred to the barrack square and Sheffield Cathedral to the Guards’ Chapel. On 
gth January the Band of the Regiment, our Corps of Drums and a detachment of 
sixty-cight other ranks went to Sheffield under the command of Capt. Sir T, E. P. 
Falkiner, Bt. On arrival at Sheffield the detachment was officially welcomed by 
the Lord Mayor (Councillor Mrs. A. E. Longden) and after the inspection they 
inspected the Somme Barracks. The annual dinner of the Sheffield Branch of 
the Old Coldstreamers’ Association coincided with the visit and the majority of 
the detachment attended. The next day, Sunday, brought a wonderful day. 
The weather was splendid and tunics were worn for the parade. The ceremony 
was carried out without a hitch and to use the words of the Sheffield Press “it 
was a spectacle which will long live in Sheffield’s memory.”” Approximately 
50,000 people were present in the streets. After the ceremony the detachment 
was entertained to tea in the Town Hall by the Lord Mayor. Sunday evening 
was occupied by a concert in the Regent Cinema by the massed bands of the 
Regiment and the Sheffield Police—another huge success attended by nearly 
2,500 people. The detachment returned to London on Monday, 11th January, 
after an eventful week-end. Unfortunately our Commanding Officer was taken 
ill with influenza and could not take part in the ceremony. Only he himself 
knows how disappointed he must have been. His disappointment was also 
shared by all the detachment. 

The training programme has now been revised and we return to Wellington 
Barracks after Brigade training and not to the Tower as originally arranged. 


We welcome Supt.-Clerk W. F. Smith on his posting to the Battalion as 
Quartermaster vice Lieut. (Qmr.) F. Gill who has retired on retired pay. 


SERGEANTS’ MEss. 


Our Mess has gone from strength to strength and we have a very successful 
winter to record. Every Tuesday our Euchre Drives bring together a good 
crowd of swingers old and new, and at the end of our first session Jack Coombes 
proved himself the super-swinger, winning the aggregate prize. Sergt. H. Mercer 
and C.Q.M.S. F. Ashmore were second and third, so honours were about even 
between the old soldiers and the serving members. 
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On 6th November we held the first of our two dances, and everyone is 
unanimous that it was the best one of the year. The Gymnasium was beautifully 
decorated and an excellent company attended. We had a running buffet and 
a cocktail bar in addition to the bar where many battles were fought and won. 
Our next dance should be even better than the last and the Committee under 
R.Q.M.S. W. Hawkins deserve every congratulation. 

Our first annual dinner was held on 11th December, and there was a fine 
gathering of officers, past and present members of the Mess. The dinner was 
delicious and C.S.M. T. Kirby, Sergt.-Cook G. Palmer and Committee did excellent 
work to make the function such a success. Members of the Regimental Band 
played during the dinner, after which we were entertained by our old friend Bill 
Slaytor, whose rendering of “ Kit Inspection” and ‘ With his book tucked 
underneath his arm” brought down the house. R.S.M. R. Brittain set a high 
standard in his speech welcoming the officers. Lieut.-Colonel Leese replied. 
R.Q.M.S. Hawkins proposed the toast “ Our Visitors ’’ and although he was only 
detailed just before the quarter sounded ex-R.S.M. Reg Reynolds made an excel- 
lent reply. There were some very quiet members of the Mess next day but 
everyone is looking forward to next year’s second annual dinner. 

The Christmas draw on Tuesday, 22nd December, was a fine show. On 
Christmas Eve at 11 a.m. the Ceremony of the Brick was carried out with great 
pomp. D./Sergt. Tombs was i/c Brick and carried out his duties in a very efficient 
and dignified manner. Christmas went with great swing and everyone who 
entered the Mess were ensured of a great time. New Year's Eve saw another big 
gathering to bid adieu to 1936 and greet 1937. 

We have a big programme in front of us and under the able leadership of 
R.S.M. Brittain we know that all our functions will be huge successes. 


CORPORALS’ MEss. 


The Corporals’ Mess under its able President, D./Sergt. A. Tombs, held a very 
successful dance in November and hope to run some more in the near future. 


SPoRTs. 


The following are the results of the sporting events that were held when we 
visited the Depot on 25th November :— 


Soccer ... Ist XI v. Depot 1st XI; Battalion won 3—2. Two Inter- 
Company matches were won by our teams. 
Rugby ... Ist XV v. Depot 1st XV. Depot won 6—3. 
Boxing ... Depot won 21 points to 18 points. 
Milling ... Depot won. 
Shooting :— Battalion. Depot. 
Officers ae eo 89 93 
Sergeants aes vee 1058 1129 
Corporals Res =: 136 137 
Guardsmen (5 teams) 624 677 
Total ... 1909 2036 


The results show the keenness of all who took part in the various competitions. 

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL.—The 2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards have proved to 
be our bogey team this season and not being satisfied with ending our Army Cup 
aspirations in the second round they again ended another of our Cup hopes when 
they defeated us in the second round of the Bulldog Cup. We have met with 
varied success in the Spartan League, but we hope to finish near the top of the 
league. Our 2nd team have met with varied success in the Junior League, but 
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we hope to have a long run in the Junior Cup. We are now engaged in finding 
hidden talent by means of Company Football. We have arranged a number of 
Company games with the London Passenger Transport Board teams and the 
Welsh Guards. We thus hope to improve the standard of our teams. 


RucBy.—The hopes of a successful season has been realized and up to press 
out of nine matches we have won seven and lost two. 


BoxinGc.—We hope to do well this year in the Brigade Boxing and have the 
makings of a good team. L./Cpl. Ford, Gdsn. Todd and Arran have all won 
civilian novices’ competitions. L./Cpl. Ford also boxed for the Brigade against 
the R.A.F. and although he did not win he put up a good fight. 

Cross-CountTRY RuNNING.—We have not had much competitive running, 
but are preparing for the London District Championship where we hope to do well. 

SWIMMING AND WATER PoLo.—We have every promise of having a very 
successful year and under the leadership of L./Sergt. E. Elliott more will be heard 
of our team. On New Year’s Day we took part in a swimming gala at the London 
Polytechnic, winning the relay race by 4-5th secs. We lost the water polo 
by 3—2. 

TuG-oF-WaR AND BAYONET FENcING.—A start has been made for the London 
District Championships and under D./Sergt. Tombs we hope to do well. 


PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 


To Company Quartermaster-Sergeant: Sergt. J. Gavin. To Sergeant: 
L./Sergt. N. Kirkman (and appointed S.I.M.) and L./Sergt. R. Davidson. To Paid 
Lance-Sergeant : L./Sergt. J. Tenney. Appointed Unpaid Lance-Sergeant : Cpls. 
Bailey and Hall. Promoted Corporal and appointed Unpaid Lance-Sergeant : 
L./Cpls. Briggs, Maskell, Bailey, Farnhill, Axon and Clarke. 


MEDAL. 
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal: L./Cpl. H. Harris. 


CouRSES. 


Physical Training: L./Cpl. Williams, ‘‘ Q.2.” Boxing Instructor: L./Sergt. 
Gill, Qualified. Cooks’ Course: Gdsn. Clayton, ‘‘ Very Good.”’ Hythe, S.A.S. : 
Sergts. Potter and Kirkman, Distinguished. Cycle Repairs: Gdsn. Basford, 
passed “Good.” Water Duties: Gdsn. Simpkins, Passed. Anti-Gas: L./Sergt. 
Calvert, ‘‘Q.1.”" Signalling : L./Cpls. Axon and Wilson, “‘ Q.1."" Provost Duties : 
L./Sergt. Dukes, Passed. 

EXTENSIONS. 


Re-engaged to complete 21 years’ service: Sergt. Drewery and L./Sergt. Croft. 
To complete 12 years’ service : Sergt. Kirkman, L./Sergt. Tenney, L./Cpl. Rodwell. 
To complete 7 years’ service: L./Sergt. Maskell. 


SECOND BATTALION COLDSTREAM GUARDS, Winpsor. 
GENERAL. 


We have now settled down in Windsor. For some of us Windsor is too quiet, 
but no doubt this will improve as acquaintances are made. 

The formation of the Small Bore Rifle Club has met with success, and good 
results should be evident when the companies go to Pirbright for firing. 
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On 22nd December a Children’s Tea Party was held. This proved to be a 
success, and Mr. Schreiber executed his duties as Father Christmas in a practised 
manner, although several of the younger kiddies did not appreciate his efforts. 

Practically all the Battalion was on leave at either Christmas or the New Year. 
Those in barracks on Christmas Day were provided with an excellent dinner, 
followed by the usual speeches. To some of us it was good news that the Battalion 
would not now go abroad until next year and that next year’s Christmas dinner 
would be in England. 

Several dances have been held in the Gymnasium, but it is noticed that 
there is generally a shortage of male partners. This is no doubt due to the fact 
that many men are unable to dance. Well, this is a good opportunity to learn, 
and no doubt many of the ladies who attend would be only too willing to help. 
After all, we have all to learn some time or other. 


SERGEANTS’ MEss NOTEs. 

The usual functions have been held during the past quarter, and have been 
well attended, but I am sorry to say that a newcomer to the Mess (C.S.M. Lewis) 
showed us the way round at euchre and ran away with the first prize in the aggre- 
gate scores. The usual Christmas draw took place a couple of days before 
Christmas, and although some were more lucky than others, it was a splendid 
show and C.S.M. Meadows and his staff received our many thanks for the hard but 
successful work they put in. 

On New Year’s Eve we held a Carnival Dance, which was quite the best of 
the season. At midnight the Old Year, represented by Mr. Dixon (‘‘ Old Dick,” 
a Chelsea pensioner), slowly passed out of the door, and the youngest drummer 
boy, representing the New Year, entered amidst the usual acclamations. 


CorporALs’ MEss NOTEs. 

We have had more opportunity for social events since moving to Windsor, 
the Mess being more spacious, and it is the first time for years that we have not 
had to share it with another battalion. In November we held a Billiards Supper ; 
the games being played off, we turned our whole-hearted attention to the supper. 
The food (not forgetting the drinks) was excellent, and was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. An impromptu concert was afterwards held and some unexpected talent 
was found. In this connection much praise is due to D./Sergt. Barker, who is 
showing himself to be a truly popular president. 

Our first dance was a huge success, and was attended by some 250 members 
and their friends. On New Year’s Eve we shared a Carnival Dance with the 
Sergeants’ Mess, one of the happiest dances we have known. 

As in previous years, we held a Christmas draw, and were able to spend about 
£20; this took place a day before the Christmas leave period, and nearly every 
member managed to draw a prize. 

SPORT. 


ASSOCIATION FooTBALL.—At present we are experiencing quite a successful 
period and have every chance of making this one of our most prosperous seasons. 
We have lost a few old stalwarts who were with us last season, but we have 
managed to replace them with only a temporary loss of form. L./Cpl. Hebden 
(Army player), L./Cpls. Iveson, Escott and Maughan, Gdsn. Coadwell and Holcroft 
have left recently, and in view of the fact that these were all regular first team 
players, our slight loss of form is not to be wondered at. We have been continually 
trying to unearth new talent, and are glad to say that in Gdsn. Beaver, Cross, 
Roberts, Dunell and Isitt we have found worthy substitutes, and the team is now 
playing as well as ever. 
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In the various Cup competitions we have done quite well to date, having 
reached the fourth round of the Army Cup, eliminating the 1st Bn. Coldstream 
Guards (4—2) and the 1st Bn. Welsh Guards (3—0) in the process. We then 
beat the 17th Field Brigade R.A., and we play the R.A.S.C. Training College, 
Aldershot, in the fifth round. In the Bulldog Cup we again beat the 1st Bn. 
Coldstream Guards (3—1). We were beaten by the 2nd Training Brigade R.A. 
at Woolwich, our bogey ground. 

Spartan League form has been rather up and down, due to team experiments, 
but we have met and accounted for the leading teams of the division during the 
past few weeks, and our form is now definitely on the up grade. 


Our record to date is as follows :— 


Goals— 
Ps W. LE. Dz. F: As 
Spartan League Bee IH 8 5 I 31 27 
H.B. Senior League... 7 4 I 2 21 14 
H.B. Junior League 5 2 I 29 18 
Windsor Junior League 10 a I 2 56 17 


RucBy Foorsay.—There is little to report on in this line, the “ flu” epidemic 
having played havoc with our fixtures, and in the few games that we have played 
we have not been able to field a full team owing to injuries. In our first match 
we met the Guards Depot and beat them by 19 points to 13 points. Since then 
we have played a drawn match with the 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards and lost to 
“ B” Division, Metropolitan Police, 11 points to 3 points. 

In the first round of the Prince of Wales’s Cup we were drawn against the 
1st Bn. Welsh Guards, and found them much too good for us; this was quite a 
good game up to half-time, when we held them to a draw 3—3, but we were overrun 
in the second half to the extent of 30 points. We were narrowly beaten in the 
first round of the Army Cup by the Life Guards, the score being 8 points to 5 points. 


Hockry.—Results of matches to date are as follows :— 


Caterham Mental Hospital oa ee Away Draw 2—2 
3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards cas Pe Home Lost I—2 
16th/5th Lancers ... wee ne eK Away Won 6—o 


Guards’ Depot tee ae Away Draw 2—2 

Considering that three of the above were played away, these results are quite 
good. As is usual with this sport, the greatest difficulty is getting fixtures, the 
remaining games for this season consisting of return matches with the above teams. 
We are sorry to have lost Gdsn. Nixon, who has gone to the Army Reserve. 


SwIMMING.—As we have no hardy veterans who like breaking the ice for a 
swim, the sport is at a standstill, but we are keeping fit and looking forward to 
the forthcoming season. 


Cross-CounTRY RUNNING.—We have only had three runs to date, winning 
the first against the R.A.F., Kenley, and losing against the rst Bn. Grenadier 
Guards and the Guards Depot, both by a narrow margin. We have several more 
fixtures to complete before the London District Championship, and as our fellows 
are in strict training we hope to be a bit more successful in the future. L./Sergt. 
Ginty is still our star runner, and his leadership is a very valuable asset. 


CouRSES OF INSTRUCTION. 

The undermentioned attended courses as stated :—Sergt. F. Timbrell and 
L./Sergt. F. Aylen, S.A.S., Hythe Wing. L./Sergt. P. Lawley, Mortar Course, 
Netheravon. Gdsn. A. Boyd, Cycle Repair, Dover. Gdsn. T. Sandall, Selected 
Cook's Course, Aldershot. Gdsn. J. Denton, Trade tested Carpenter and Joiner. 
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Gdsn, E. Renyard, Water Duties, Aldershot. L./Cpl. R. Sims, School of Signals, 
Catterick. L./Sergt. I’. Williams and L./Cpl. A. Mills, Trade tested Clerk. Gdsn. 
A. Omerod, Sanitary Duties, Aldershot. L./Sergt. Sanders, L./Sergt. C. Hearne, 
L./Sergt. J. Wright, Sergt. P. Knight, and Sergt. C. Muldowney, Bren Gun, 
S.A.S., Hythe. Gdsn. J. Turnbull, Cook’s Course, Aldershot. L./Sergt. T. 
Griffiths, Anti-Gas, Hythe. L./Cpl. P. Weatherhogg, Fire Fighting, Aldershot. 


PROMOTION EXAMINATION. 


The undermentioned attended a Promotion Examination held on 17th October, 
1936, and passed :—A./L./Sergt. A. Hamilton; L./Cpls. C. Wade, F. Daw, J. 
Taylor, L. Hall, T. Etches, J. Allen, C. Hearne, R. Clarke, G. Wheeler. 


CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION. 


Awarded First Class Certificates: L./Cpls. G. Williams, A. Mulligan; Gdsn. 
J. Slater; L./Cpl. V. Godley (Distinguished in Maths.). 


AWARDED LonG SERVICE AND GooD ConpuctT MEDAL. 
Sergt. J. Prince; L./Cpl. F-. Peverill. 


PROMOTION AND APPOINTMENTS. 


Promoted Sergeant : L./Sergts. F. Tellis, R. Keys, and R. Smith. 

Appointed Paid Lance-Sergeants: L./Sergts. R. Smith, F. Saunders, and 
A. Curling. 

Promoted Corporal and appointed Unpaid Lance-Sergeant: A./L./Sergt. W. 
Hamilton, L./Cpls. C. Egan, J. Allen, C. Hearne, F. Daw, R. Clarke, J. 
Taylor, R. Butler, C. Wade. 

Promoted W.O., Class II: Arm./Staff/Sergt. T. Whittaker. 

Promoted W.O., Class II (appointed C.S.M.) : C.Q.M.S. F. Lewis. 


EXTENSIONS OF SERVICE. 


To complete 12 years with the Colours: L./Sergt. A. Curling. 

To complete 7 years with the Colours: L./Sergt. F. Whitehead, L./Cpl. C. 
Ashton, Gdsn. G. Topham. 

To complete 21 years with the Colours: Sergts. F. Tellis, P. Knight, 


and R. Keys. 


THIRD BATTALION COLDSTREAM GUARDS, ALDERSHOT. 


GENERAL. 


So many people insist on reminding us that the Battalion’s trip to Palestine 
amounted to nothing more than a “ Cook’s Tour,” that we shall all be glad when 
the ‘‘ Palestine Emergency, 1936,” is relegated to the limbo of forgotten things. 
In self-defence we reply that, at any rate, we were on active service, or say airily 
that a sense of peace and security immediately stole over the land when we arrived ; 
but our arguments appear to carry very little weight, being greeted more often 
than not with considerable hilarity. So after making a final record of our journey- 
ings, we propose to draw a permanent veil over that little phase in our lives. 

Until almost the end of November, Palestine favoured us with glorious weather, 
and it was most pleasant to be able to join a bathing party bound for Tel Aviv, 
or the Dead Sea, with the certain knowledge that the sun would continue to shine 
all day, and that an outing need never be postponed or rendered less enjoyable 
because of the vagaries of the climate. However, like all things good, or bad, it 
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came to an end, and after two days of rain the weather turned very cold and 
continued so until the end of our stay. 

The main body of the Battalion remained all the time in our original billets 
on the Mount of Olives, but No. 1 Company had a short spell at Nablus early in 
November, and Nos, 3 and 4 Companies spent their last two weeks at Safed, high 
in the northern hills, under the shadow of Mount Hermon. 

A continuous series of entertainments and games were provided at the Hospice, 
which helped greatly to relieve the rather monotonous routine of the last few 
weeks. The position of the Hospice made us almost completely isolated from any 
amusements other than those of our own making, so all ranks were doubly grateful 
to those who worked so hard to secure our enjoyment, and particularly to Major 
A. de L. Cazenove and Lieut. (Qmr.) T. J. Davis. The weekly concerts, provided 
by each company in turn, proved great fun and incidentally brought to light much 
unexpected talent. It is perhaps unfair to single out individuals, for everyone 
did well, but old favourites in Sergt. Maloney and L./Cpl. Leeming were well to 
the fore, and C.Q.M.S. Jones and party ‘‘ brought the house down” with their 
radio sketch. Weekly whist drives, also attracted tremendous attendances, 
provided keen competition, and gave quite a few of the players some much needed 
practice. Another popular feature was the periodical cinema show. Here we 
could shiver with ‘“‘ The Invisible Man,” laugh with ‘‘ Charley’s Aunt,”’ or become 
temperamental watching ‘‘ Queen Christina,’’ as our mood and the film demanded. 
We even found enjoyment in the “ occasional”? breakdown of a film, invariably 
at a most exciting moment. A series of lectures on Palestine and Syria also 
provided fine entertainment and very pleasant instruction. 

A Table-Tennis Team Tournament, played on ‘‘ knock-out ” lines was, won by 
the Employed Group, after a most interesting final with the Signallers. Mention 
must be made of the fine exhibitions given by Gdsn. Crabtree (Employed) and 
L./Cpl. Tyacke (Signallers) throughout the competition. Other interesting sports 
were six-a-side football (under our own rules), deck tennis, and basket ball, all 
played in the grounds of the Hospice. Unfortunately the competitive element 
of these games was somewhat spoiled by the movements of individual companies. 

The Battalion, as a whole, were given constant opportunities to visit the many 
places of Biblical interest in and around Jerusalem, conducted tours being arranged 
to the Holy Sepulchre, the Temple Area, the Garden of Gethsemane, and Bethlehem, 
which were tremendously interesting and instructive. ; 

On the 2oth December the Battalion embarked at Haifa for the United 
Kingdom, and we were very pleased to find that we were again on the good ship 
Laurentic. Our stay in the Holy Land, though brief, had been remarkably interest- 
ing, but it was with glad hearts that most of us saw the grim mass of Mount Carmel 
fade into the darkness. After a pleasant and uneventful voyage, during which 
Christmas was suitably celebrated, we berthed at Southampton on the 2oth 
December and disembarked and travelled to Aldershot the following day. We 
soon were journeying to our respective homes, and if some of our yams, since 
recounted, have assumed more imposing aspects and sound more thrilling than 
the actual incidents really were—well, after all, everyone likes to hear a good 
yarn, even if it ¢s “‘ stretched ”’ a little. 


SPORT. 


ASSOCIATION FooTBALL.—The Battalion eleven were able to play matches 
with most of the units in the Jerusalem area, and showed that they had lost little 
of their skill by winning every game except one. A big crowd assembled to watch 
our game with the Palestine Police, which we won after a most interesting en- 
counter. It is unfortunate that we shall be denied the opportunity of showing 
our worth in the various competitions this season, as our team is undoubtedly 
a very strong one. 
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RucsBy FootBaLt.—The Rugby team had little chance of either match play 
or practice, largely because the Rugby season starts very late in Palestine, owing 
to the hard state of the ground in the early winter months. In one very good 
game, played on Mount Scopus, we were defeated by the Palestine Police. 
Several members of the team played for the 1st Guards Brigade against a Royal 
Air Force fifteen. 

SERGEANTS’ MEss. 

On our return to England, preparations are being made to bring our usual 
round of functions into full swing again. It is hoped to hold dances in the Albuhera 
Theatre on the first Friday of each month, commencing in February. Whist 
drives and euchre drives will be held every Monday and Tuesday respectively, 
also beginning in February. We hope that any old friends who can do so will 
visit us. They will be assured of a warm welcome. 

Most members of the Mess attended the most enjoyable dinner of the Household 
Brigade Old Comrades Association (Palestine Branch), which was held in our billets 
at Jerusalem. The members of this branch certainly form a very happy family, 
and it is grand to see how keenly interested they are in the fortunes of their old 
Brigade. 

owe congratulate O.R.Q.M.S. E. May on his move to Regimental Headquarters, 
but we are very sorry to lose him. For years he has worked hard on various 
committees connected with the Mess, and has taken a keen interest in every 
sphere of entertainment. We wish him the very best of luck. 


SCOTS GUARDS. 


FIRST BATTALION SCOTS GUARDS, Tower or Lonpon. 


GENERAL. 


An apology is due to our readers for the absence in the winter number of 
our record during our stay in Cairo, and it is very much regretted that this should 
have occurred. We arrived home on 7th December and in the meantime are 
stationed at the Tower. We go to Pirbright on rst April for collective training, 
returning to London for the Coronation, and from 14th May we will be stationed 
at Chelsea Barracks. During the time at Chelsea, companies will proceed to 
Pirbright to fire the annual musketry course. We find one guard for H.M. The 
King’s Birthday Parade which takes place on gth June. 

Our stay in Cairo was very enjoyable and it was greatly regretted that our 
visit to Egypt had to be cut short. Prior to our departure His Excellency the 
High Commissioner, Sir Miles Lampson, and Lieut.-General Sir George Weir, 
G.Q.C. Troops in Egypt, together paid a farewell visit, when they both addressed 
the Battalion. A draft consisting of Lieut. J. D. C. S. MacRae and 126 other 
ranks left us at Cairo in November to join the 2nd Battalion in Palestine. As 
the 2nd Battalion came home at the end of the year our draft had little time for 
much of the sightseeing we have read so much about. About sixty of the draft 
have since rejoined the Battalion. Capt. G. F. Johnson left us in Cairo to take 
up the appointment of G.S.0.3, 5th Division. He is now home again and serving 
with the 2nd Battalion. 

A very interesting film named “ With the rst Battalion Scots Guards in Egypt ” 
has been produced by the Haystoun Film Corporation, which Corporation hides 
the identity and great enthusiasm of Lieut. R.S. P. Home. This film, which we 
all saw in the cinema at Kasr-el-Nil Barracks, throws many humorous sidelights 
on our stay in Egypt, especially the time spent in the Western Desert. It is an 
excellent souvenir, which we are sure old soldiers would like to see, particularly 
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“ 7882’ veterans, and the younger generation of ‘‘ 1g11."’ Incidentally of the 
younger generation, it is interesting to recall that Gdsn. F. Clark is still with us 
and going strong. He joined the Regiment in 1900. 

A branch of the National Savings Association was formed in the Battalion 
in January, 1936, and up to the time of leaving Cairo the sum of £2,219 had been 
saved. A very fine effort indeed. 

The following postings of officers between Battalions has taken place: To 
2nd Battalion—Major Graham, Capt. Johnson; from 2nd Battalion—Major 
Robertson, Capt. Grant, 2/Lieuts. T. F. R. Bulkley and W. N. Seymour ; 
To Depot—Lieut. Lord Lovat ; from Depot—Lieuts Matheson and Knight. 


SERGEANTS’ MEss. 


D./Sergt. Wells left us in October to take up the appointment of Regimental 
Sergeant-Major of the 1st Bn. The Hampshire Regiment. We wish him every 
success. Sergt. Wardle and L./Sergts. Lindley and Butler joined the 2nd Battalion 
in Palestine with the draft. Sergt. Wardle is now back with us. Several very 
successful functions were held prior to our departure from Cairo. Towards the 
end of the Cricket season we played the Officers at cricket, when we won a very 
interesting and amusing game. For the Officers, Major Tyringham gave a good 
display of batting in making 55 not out. The Sergeant-Major kept the Sergeants’ 
end up with a bat made to his own design by the Pioneer Sergeant. You can 
imagine the size of the bat. Licut. The Lord Lovat found it necessary to bat in 
bayonet fencing kit with the ‘‘ L ”’ sign pinned on behind. The Sergeants’ Race 
at the Battalion Swimming Gala was won by Sergt. Beavan. We had several 
interesting Small Bore Shoots with the Cairo City Police and Regiments stationed 
in Cairo. C.S.M. Curtis won the Sergeants’ Shoot, the wooden spoon going to 
Sergt. A. Moss. The Annual Hogmanay Dinner and Concert was held as usual, 
and members were pleased to meet again so many old friends and comrades. 
Among former officers of the Regiment, Colonel Alston, Major Abercromby and 
Capt. Pim honoured us with their company. One hundred and forty-four sat 
down to dinner. 

Sport. 


CrickET.—Our cricketers finished the season in fine form, winning six and 
drawing one out of the last nine matches played. Lieut. J. D. C. S. MacRae was 
most successful with the bat, heading the averages with 12:4. Altogether, we 
played 29 matches, won 8, drew 6 and lost 15. The Inter-Company Cricket 
Competition was easily won by Left Flank, who defeated ‘‘ B”’ (S.) Company in 
the final by an innings and 131 runs; L./Cpl. Lonsdale (135) and C.S.M. Dalgleish 
scored 95 for Left Flank. 

Batting Averages: Lieut. J. D. C. S., MacRae, 22-83 ; Gdsn. McLean, 21°82 ; 
Gdsn. Julien, 20°33 ; C.S.M. Dalgleish, 18-17. 

Bowling Averages : Gdsn. Burrow, 12-4; Lieut. J. D. C. S. MacRae, 13-48 ; 
Gdsn. Julien, 16-56 ; Gdsn. Power, 19-75. 

HockEey.—Our efforts at hockey were marked more by enthusiasm than 
by good hockey, but the team, some of whom have never played before arriving 
in Cairo, always put up a stiff front and made their opponents work hard for the 
goals registered. 

ASSOCIATION FOOTBALL.—Our football team has been very successful in its 
quest for honours, and it is regretted that we were unable to complete our fixtures 
owing to our departure for home. In the Cairo Military League we were un- 
defeated, winning the majority of our games easily ; in our last league match, 
defeating 208 Sqdn. R.A.F. by 16 goals to nil, the highest score of the season in 
Command football. The 6th Bn. R.T.C. provided stern opposition ; in the first 
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round of the Robert Hughes Charity Cup they won by 2 goals to 1, but in a league 
fixture we had our revenge, winning by the only goal of the match. The second 
team had several games with local teams, and although they put up a good show, 
found the opposition too strong for them in most cases. A Company Novices 
League was formed, teams to be selected from all ranks other than members of 
the first and second teams. These games were contested with great enthusiasm, 
and were instrumental in finding talent, some of which has since done well in the 
second team. This league was won by ‘“‘H.Q.” Wing with 8 points, ‘‘B” (S.) 
Company being runners-up with 6 points. Each Company was represented in the 
Small Units Cup Competition, open to companies and equivalent bodies of troops 
in the Cairo area. In the first round ‘‘C’”’ Company were defeated by “ H.Q.,” 
R.A.F., M.E., by 4 goals to 1, but Left Flank accounted for 33 Coy., R.A.M.C., 
by 3 goals to. Inthe second round “ B ”’ (S.) Company defeated ‘“* H.Q.,”’ B.T.E. 
4—1; ‘H.Q.” Wing defeated the M.F.P. 3—1; and Left Flank were defeated 
by “H.Q,” R.A.F., M.E., by 5 goals to 2, after a drawn game in which four goals 
were shared. The remainder of our fixtures in this competition had to be can- 
celled as there was not sufficient time to play off the matches before leaving Cairo. 
In the Egyptian Mail Corporals’ Messes Challenge Cup, the Corporals’ Mess de- 
feated the G.M.P. in the first round by 2 goals to 1, and were drawn against the 
R.A.S.C. in the second round, when they were beaten 2—1. 


League table (leading four teams) :— 


Goals. 
P: W.8 (Lye SD. 2 FA ee Pls. 
1st Bn. Scots Guards caste 010 io — — 53 3 20 
12 Sec., R.A.O.C. ... oo. 12 9 2 I 41 9 19 
“HQ.” RA.F., ME. TO: 8 — I 36 4 17 
6th Bn. R.T.C. a coe 20) 6 2 2 30 II 14 


Several friendly games have been played with local teams who proved much 
too fast for us. We lost to the Egyptian State Railways 3—0, 3—0 and I—0, 
and to the Greek F.C. by 4 goals to 3. Home and away matches were played against 
the rst Bn. H.L.I. before they left for home, in the away match we won I—0, and 
were defeated at home 2—o, both very exciting games. 

SWIMMING AND WATER Poto.—Our aquatic activities have also been crowned 
with success, the team winning the Army Command Team Swimming Champion- 
ship, the Water Polo Cup and the Cairo & District Relay League. In the Command 
Championships the following places were obtained :— 

75 Yards Free Style, rst ; 180 Yards Free Style, rst ; 880 Yards Free Style, 
and; 440 Yards Free Style, 3rd ; Plunging, 3rd; Unit Relay, 2nd. 

Team Placings : 1st Bn. Scots Guards, 40 points; R.A.S.C. (runners-up), 29 ; 
ist Bde. R.H.A., 26. 

In the final of the Water Polo Inter-Unit Competition, the Battalion defeated 
the 31st Fd. Bde. R.A. by 2 goals to I. L./Cpls. Robertson, Pearson and Winwick 
were members of the Army team against the R.A.F, in the Inter-Services Swimming 
Meeting on 7th September. The Battalion team and the R.A.S.C. Swimming 
Team (League winners and Knock-out Cup winners) took part in a friendly 
challenge match, the Battalion team winning the Relay Race and losing the 
Water Polo by 4 goals to 3. The Battalion Swimming Gala was held in Abbassia 
Baths on 19th October. ‘“ H.Q.” Wing took the honours, winning both the 
Inter-Company Challenge Cup and the ‘‘ Best Swimming Company of the Year” 
Cup. An interesting event was the Inter-Company All Ranks Relay Race, one 
team per company, composed of one officer, one warrant officer or staff-sergeant, 
one sergeant, one lance-corporal and one guardsman—this was won by Right 
Flank with “ C ’ Company 2nd and “ B” (S.) Company 3rd. 
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Placings were :— Inter-Company “* Best Swimming 
Challenge Company of the 
Cup. Year” Cup. 
“HQ.” Wing ... Ae aes 30 points. 15 points. 
Right Flank... any ae 26° 5 TO 
“C” Company ... ae xe 20° 45 Om 53 
““B” (S.) Compan eee ees 7 4; 8: & 
Left Flank nee Se a; 6: 9; 


L./Cpl. Winwick won the Battalion Championship, too Yards Free Style ; 
Gdsn. Edwards and L./Cpl. Robertson finishing 2nd and 3rd respectively, very 
close behind. 

Boxinc.—In the Command Novices Boxing Championships L./Cpl. McConnel 
won the Light Heavy-weight Championship, Gdsn. Carey the Welter-weight 
Championship and Dmr. Ashton the Feather-weight Championship. In addition, 
Gdsn. Addison (Heavy-weight), Gdsn. Laverty (Middle-weight), and Dmr. Ely 
(Feather-weight) reached the Semi-Finals in their respective weights. Much 
credit for their performance must go to L./Sergt. Dey, who has been untiring in 
his efforts to stimulate interest in boxing in the Battalion since he joined us from 
the 2nd Battalion eighteen months ago. 

RucBy FoorBaLt.—Owing to the limited allotment of fields in Cairo, we played 
only four games. Though greatly handicapped by not having a field for practice, 
the team played remarkably well in their matches, the forwards paving the way 
to victory each time. The team will be considerably weakened by the time we 
take part in Household Brigade Rugby, as we lose the services of Piper MacDonald, 
our best three-quarter back, and Gdsn. Charters and Wimsett (forwards), who 
were transferred to the Army Reserve on our arrival in the United Kingdom. 

SHootinc.—The Battalion Rifle Meeting was held on Pirbright Ranges, 
Abbassia, on 28th, 29th and 30th September, and although the shooting was 
not of a very high standard, all matches were keenly contested. Gdsn. Shaw 
again won Class “ A” with 44 points and L./Cpl. Penn, Class “‘ B ” with 34 points. 
Several small-bore and revolver matches took place. Against the Cairo City 
Police we were defeated by 127 points and 132 points in the revolver matches, but 
in the small-bore match were successful by 20 points. 

In a triangular revolver match at Alexandria with the Alexandria City 
Police and the znd Bn. Grenadier Guards, the Police proved too good for the Guards, 
and in the return match at Kasr-el-Nil again won easily. In the small-bore match 
at Kasr-el-Nil, the Battalion made the highest score, with the 2nd Bn. Grenadier 
Guards close behind. 

A Small-bore Rifle Club has been formed within the Battalion. The Club is 
being well supported by all ranks and no doubt next season we shall give a good 
account of ourselves in the Brigade Small-Bore League. 


CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION. 


1st Class: Gdsn. A. McIntosh (Special) ; L./Cpls. J. Aitken, D. Dempster, 
J. Gray, T. Hannigan, N. McPhail, P. M. Simister ; Gdsn. 52 C. Brown, J. Charters, 
A. Christmas, A. Clark, N. Dannfauld, P. Fleming, A. Gretton, W. Heron, R. 
Johnson, W. Kelly, W. Mead, A. Mutch, G. Reid, P. Sayle, A. Singleton, J. 
Williamson, A. Wright. 

2nd Class: G. Aston, K. Barr, W. Brown, T. Carmichael, J. Christieson, 
J. Dunn, D. Howley, W. Jones, N. Kaye, A. McDonald, W. Melville, D. Miller, 
S. Moorhouse, A. Montgomery, A. Morris, S. Murray, A. Price, G. Reid, A. Stewart, 
G. Taylor, J. Bryson, T. Nicol, J. Will, G. Barton, og A. Morris, G. Gray, J. Connoly, 
E. Hoskins, F. Buchan, W. Scott, E. Hurley, A. Busby, D. Todd, Dmr. W. Hunt, 
L. Smith. 
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SECOND BATTALION SCOTS GUARDS, ALDERSHOT. 


The news that early embarkation for the United Kingdom was likely, came 
as a pleasant surprise to most of the Battalion early in December, although the 
ever prevalent rumour had been current for some time. With the change in the 
weather, which became both cold and wet, life in billets had become even less 
pleasant, and no one was really sorry when sailing day at last arrived (a Sunday, 
once more), and after a somewhat rough railway ride to Haifa (40 hommes ou 
8 chevaux), we embarked with the 2nd Bn. Coldstream Guards on s.s, Laurentic. 
About 5 p.m. we steamed away in pouring rain and so ended Palestine. 

The opportunity of seeing such a country was one which appealed to all 
ranks; it was an experience which will probably not be possible again in the 
lives of a large majority of those who were with the Battalion. We have also 
the satisfaction of knowing that yet another little page has been written in the 
long history of the Regiment, for as His Majesty said in his address to the Battalion 
when, as Colonel, he bade us God speed: “‘ You are going to a country in which 
the Regiment has not so far served.” 

The voyage to England as far as weather was concerned was perhaps not 
quite as pleasant as the outward one, but few were much “ under the weather.” 
Christmas was spent in traditional fashion, if among unusual circumstances and 
surroundings. Dinners were served in two relays owing to lack of mess deck 
accommodation, and full justice was done to the excellent fare provided. Concerts 
were arranged by our old friend the Rev. Hamilton, and a very successful games 
league was run by the ship's staff. (In this ‘‘ F”’ (S.) Company won the Tug-of- 
War.) A novices boxing meeting was also held on deck and many well-contested 
bouts were put up. 

Southampton was reached on the afternoon of 29th December, disembarkation 
taking place the following morning. We entrained in two parties for Aldershot, 
where the stay was not of long duration, as leave commenced on ist January. 
This, like all good things, has come to an end and by now things have once more 
settled into the even groove of Aldershot life and it almost seems difficult to 
realize that we have been away at all. 

Amongst those who have left the Regiment since the Battalion has been away 
is C.Q.M.S. Hunt, who terminated twenty-one years’ service in December. The 
best wishes of all go with him in civil life. 

Congratulations go out to R.S.M. Dorman on his appointment to the Guards 
Depot. He will, however, be sorely missed by the Battalion boxing team. We 
know, nevertheless, that he is still with them in spirit and trust that this will 
enable them to carry on the splendid record which has been made under R.S.M. 
Dorman whilst he was at the helm. 

We must apologize for the brevity of these notes ; the shortcoming is not due 
to any lack of interest, but solely to homecoming, furlough, etc. We shall, however, 
have much fuller intelligence for the next issue of the MAGAZINE. 


IRISH GUARDS. 


FIRST BATTALION IRISH GUARDS, Kasr-EL-NiL BARRACKS, CAIRO. 


Field-Marshal The Earl of Cavan inspected the Battalion on the football 
field at Pirbright Camp on 6th November, prior to proceeding overseas. The 
Lieutenant-Colonel Commanding the Regiment and Regimental Adjutant were 
present. After the inspection the Battalion paraded in the men’s dining room, 
where the Field-Marshal addressed all ranks and wished us God speed and a happy 
time in Egypt. Gdsn. McConnon called for three cheers and great indeed was 

F 


66 HOUSEHOLD BRIGADE MAGAZINE 


the response. The remaining days before sailing were fully occupied labelling, 
weighing and pushing boxes about. 

“‘ Reveille ”’ was sounded at 3 a.m. on 14th November. Bedding and barrack 
utensils were soon deposited in the barrack stores and the hour for the final parade 
was anxiously awaited. The Major-General Commanding the London District 
was there to sce us off. During the march to Brookwood Station it rained very 
heavily, but the Pipers continued to play throughout. Sea kit-bags were issued 
and soon all was set for the journey to Southampton, where we arrived before 
noon. The usual chain was formed and rifles, packs and light baggage were 
stored in record time. 

The good ship H.T. Neuralia pulled out at 3 p.m. and the send-off which we 
received will not easily be forgotten. It is impossible to enumerate all who came 
to say good-bye, for hundreds were present. We take this opportunity to thank 
all those who made the long journey and appreciate very much their kind thought. 
The Regimental Band played selections during the process of embarkation and 
to the strains of “ Auld Lang Syne” and “‘ St. Patrick’s Day in the Morning,” we 
headed out into Southampton Water. The Channel and the “ Bay” were 
unusually calm and the few old sailors of the 1922 brew were somewhat dis- 
appointed at seeing so many of the first voyagers up and about. Nevertheless 
there were many white faces and the sharks had a good day. All made a remark- 
able recovery and nearly all hands were on deck on the 16th. At about 6 a.m. 
on the 18th we sighted the Rock. The Newralia pulled alongside and the Battalion 
and Details went for a route march. General Sir C. H. Harington (Governor of 
Gibraltar) took the salute. We marched up the Rock as far as Wind Mill Hill, 
passing Buena Vista Barracks, where the Battalion was stationed in 1923-24. 
After a well-earned rest we returned to the quayside by a somewhat different 
route. The Governor came on board and all who served with him in Turkey were 
paraded on the troop deck. He shook hands with and spoke to each one. Shortly 
before the ship sailed the Commanding Officer received the following message :— 


GOVERNMENT House, 
GIBRALTAR. 
18th November, 1936. 
DEAR REFORD, 

Would you let all ranks of the Battalion know how much I enjoyed seeing 
them this morning and having the honour of taking the salute. I have a very 
warm corner in my heart for the Irish Guards and shall never forget all they 
did for me in Constantinople sixteen years ago. I also had the honour of 
having them under my command again at Aldershot. I wish you and all under 
you a very happy time in Egypt and all possible good luck. 

Yours very sincerely, 
(Sd.) C. H. HarineTon. 


A copy of the above message was given to each of the undermentioned who 
served in Constantinople :—Major T. A. Hacket-Pain, Capt. J. F. Ross, R.S.M., 
J. Stack, R.Q.M.S. W. Butler, O.R.Q.M.S. N. Hefferman, C.S.M. D. Shanahan, 
C.Q.M.S. B. Howe, C.Q.M.S. R. Thompson, Sergt. H. Ford, Sergt. A. Higgins, 
Sergt. A. Hornsby, L./Sergt. J. O’Leary, Gdsn. A. Martin, A. Woodroffe, O. 
McConnon, H. Johnson, F. Howick and W.O. Snook, A.E.C. (late Irish Guards). 

The Neuralia weighed anchor at 1.35 p.m. and it was beautifully warm as 
we slipped round Europa Point into the Mediterranean. We reached Malta at 
4 p.m. on Saturday, 21st November. Shore leave until 9 p.m. was granted and 
many families went off. We left there at 9.30 p.m. About noon on the 24th 
the ship’s hooter blew incessantly and all one could hear was ‘‘ Man Overboard.” 
It was not too easy to convince some that it was only a dummy. It was a most 
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interesting experience to see the lifeboat being lowered and collect the three life- 
buoys which were fired over the side. This little act over, we headed at a steady 
rate for Port Said, arriving there on the 25th. The advance party disembarked 
on the 26th and went on to Cairo. The Battalion had an early turn-out on the 
27th. Paraded at 5.15 a.m. and it was dark as night when the first companies 
entered the train. For about one hour’s journey from Port Said, the train ran 
alongside the Suez Canal and we passed one ship going south. Then the open 
desert with sand coming through, after which we crossed some agricultural country. 
The train entered Kasr-el-Nil Barracks before noon and the Scots Guards Pipers 
welcomed us with “‘ The Wearing of the Green.” The married families had 
lunch provided by the N.A.A.F.I. and moved into married quarters the same 
day. The barracks were filled to capacity on the night of the 27th as the Ist Bn. 
Scots Guards did not leave until the next morning. Our Pipers and those of 
the Seaforth Highlanders played them out and our send-off was equal to the 
reception they gave us. 


The Battalion soon got settled in and preparations had to be made at once 
for collective training. No. 2 (S.) Company and No. 4 were the first and pro- 
ceeded to Helwan Camp (about twenty miles from here) on 7th December, re- 
joining on 19th December. It was all very strange at first to most of us, especially 
the last-joined recruits who left Ireland a few months ago, but everyone is now 
getting quite used to our new surroundings, and becoming quite adept to bargaining 
in the native shops and making themselves understood by those of the Egyptians 
who speak no English. The Mechanical Transport have got used to driving on 
the right side of the road without damage to themselves or the local inhabitants, 
and even the Intelligence Section are unperturbed at discarding their bicycles 
in favour of camels. Lieut. Vandeleur and three of the Intelligence Section 
have just returned from a four-day desert patrol down to the West Coast of the 
Gulf of Suez, which was a very interesting experience for them, more so, as there 
was quite a chance of running across some Arab smugglers. Unfortunately the 
rumour must have got round that the Irish Guards were on the warpath, as not 
a single smuggler showed up. 


The Christmas Tree and Tea for Married Families was held in the N.A.A.F.I. 
at 3.15 p.m. on Christmas Eve. A very interesting tea with all sorts of cakes 
was provided. Father Christmas (2/Lieut. J. D. Moore), who arrived late and 
apologized to the children, said that he had been to Chelsea Barracks only to find 
out that they had gone to Egypt. Each child received a toy from the beautifully 
decorated Christmas tree. 

It has been many years since such a large number sat down to dinner on 
Christmas Day. The fare included roast turkey, roast beef, mutton, parsnips, 
roast and boiled potatoes, pudding, apples, oranges and nuts. A liberal supply 
of cigarettes the usual quantity of beer. The 600 present did justice to an excellent 
meal and the Quartermaster, Sergt. Straghan and his cooks are to be congratulated 
once more for their performance. The Commanding Officer drunk to the health 
of the Battalion and the cheers in response to Gdsn. McConnon’s request could 
be heard on the south side of the Nile. The native conjurer who visited barracks 
caused much amusement, also the snake-charmer who captured snakes in the 
miniature range and from the trunk of a large tree in barracks. 


Most companies have paid visits to the Pyramids. The total cost worked out 
at about 1s. per head. Teas were provided and were sent out in mechanical 
cookers. The trips were a great success and were enjoyed by all. Two Guardsmen 
tried to break the native’s record run up to the top of the pyramid and down again 
in seven minutes. We understand that they were twenty-three minutes outside 
the record. 

F2 
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Fourteen Guardsmen attended a driving and maintenance course at the 
R.A.S.C., Abbassia. They all did very well and we now have our full complement 
of drivers. 

The polo team in their first attempt lost to the Royal Northumberland 
Fusiliers. It was a good effort against a team which has been playing together 
for some years. Great difficulty is experienced in obtaining ponies. 

Shooting provides good sport for the Officers. They have already accounted 
for over 1,200 snipe and as many duck. Nos. 1 and 3 Companies proceeded to 
Helwan Camp on 4th January for Company training. They have already had a 
severe sandstorm, visibility about three hundred yards. It was very difficult to 
keep the tents from blowing away. 

Lieut. J. W. R. Madden, Lieut. H. J. K. O’Malley-Keyes and a draft of thirty- 
five other ranks joined the Battalion on Sunday, 17th January. They were 
conducted to barracks by M.T. from Abbassia Government Siding (about six 
miles from Kasr-el-Nil Barracks). They debussed at the main entrance and 
were played in by the Pipers. 

Lieut. H. J. K. O’Malley-Keyes is to be congratulated on obtaining a 1st Class 
Certificate and recommendation for employment on the P.T. Staff, at a course 
held at the Army School of Physical Training, Aldershot. We also congratulate 
Lieut. Madden on obtaining an Instructor’s Certificate at the Army School of 
Signals, Catterick. 

SERGEANTS’ MEss. 

Since arrival in Cairo we have not had much opportunity of getting on with 
the usual winter entertainments. Owing to Company training nearly half the 
members have been away and we cannot hope to have as many visitors as in 
London. However, we have purchased a radiogram and we have made a start 
with dances and tombolo (better known as Housey-Housey). Our whist drives 
have not been too well attended, but we expect many more to turn up as we get 
into our proper stride. 

Our football team was defeated by the Officers in a match on Boxing Day. 
This caused much amusement, especially to the natives, who lined the wall in 
their hundreds. Our team was played on to the field by the Pipers, with C.Q.M.S. 
Thompson leading. The referee (Gdsn. Griffin), in native outfit with a large alarm 
clock, was loudly applauded as he proceeded to the centre spot to commence 
the game. After a hard and fast game both sides were level and, being a “ Cup” 
match, extra time had to be played. The Officers’ stamina proved superior and 
we were beaten by the odd goal. We were not trained for the extra period. It 
will be disputed for many a day if the referee was justified in detailing an escort 
to take the Sergeant-Major off the field for rough play. Scoring a goal appeared 
to be his only crime. After the match Mrs. Hacket-Pain presented the “Cup” 
(a sort of jug made from mud and covered with silver paper) to Major Bowen, 
the captain of the winning team. Our team was presented with medals suitably 
inscribed ‘‘ McEwan and Younger.” 

The shooting team have been entered for the Egypt, Sudan and Palestine 
Trophy and we feel sure that they will make a good show. Sergt. McCleery joined 
us on 17th January and all were pleased to see him looking so well after his 
recent illness. 

SPORT. 

As we arrived towards the end of the football season we have not done very 
much in the sport line. The 1st Bn. Scots Guards left us in a very favourable 
position in the league. We played ten matches in this competition, won two, 
drew two and lost six. In the Command Cup we did much better and were 
defeated in the replay by 2—1. The team had some difficulty in getting accus- 
tomed to the hard ground here and there is a marked improvement already. 
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In the Command Individual Boxing Competition Gdsn. O’Connell won the Heavy- 
weights, Gdsn. Phelan was the runner-up in the Light Heavy-weights, and L./Sergt. 
Beatt was runner-up in the Middle-weights. No Rugby matches have been 
played owing to our late arrival. L./Sergt. Coppen and Gdsn. Hogan have been 
awarded the “ Army in Egypt” badge, having represented the Army versus the 
Royal Air Force. 

CourRsEs. 

L./Sergt. Connery attended a Regimental Provost Sergeants’ Course in Police 
Duties and obtained a satisfactory report. Gdsn. Uprichard attended a course 
in Butchery Duties and obtained a ‘‘ Very Good ” report. Gdsn. Ryder attended 
a Cook’s Course and obtained 75 per cent. (Class I). 


Postincs. 
Sergt. Gooley to Royal West African Frontier Force. 


CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION. 

Gdsn. Millar was awarded the Army Special Certificate of Education. The 
following were awarded the 1st Class Certificate of Education: L./Cpls. Crotty, 
Ward and Leonard ; Gdsn. Barrett and Graham. The following were awarded 
the 2nd Class Certificate of Education: Gdsn. Brady, Broderick, Marr, Walsh, 
Leslie, Costello, Cathcart, Reynolds, Parle, Cullen, Cathcart, Blackburn, Thornbury, 
Evans and Middleton. 

EXTENSIONS OF SERVICE. 

Beyond 21 years: Gdsn. Towson. Tocomplete 12 years: L./Sergt. Huntley and 

Gdsn. Oulds. To complete 7 years: L./Sergt. Killeen. 


PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 
To R.Q.M.S.: C.Q.M.S. Butler. To O.R.Q.M.S.: O.R.C.S. Heffernan, 
To C.Q.M.S.: Sergt. Nearn. To Sergeant: L./Sergts. Gerrard, Mee and Kelly. 
To A./Sergt.: L./Sergts. Peilow, Shanahan and Miller. To Paid Lance-Sergeant : 
L./Sergts. Shirlow, Connery, Connolly, McCabe and Parkes. To Unpaid Lance- 
Sergeant : L./Cpls. Muldoon, Killeen, Keery, O'Connor, McLoughlin, Cooper, 
Stone, McCullough, Beatt, Lydon, McDermott and Ward. 


LonG SERVICE AND Goop ConpucT MEDAL, 

The undermentioned were awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal (with gratuity) : Sergt. F. Collins (late rst Bn.), Sergt. A. C. Hornsby 
(1st Bn.), Sergt. F. J. McCarthy (late 1st Bn.), Gdsn. A. M. Burrows (late rst Bn.), 
Gdsn. W. Perse (late rst Bn.). 


WELSH GUARDS. 


FIRST BATTALION WELSH GUARDS, WELLINGTON BARRACKS. 


GENERAL, 


After the excitement of manceuvres the Battalion has settled down quietly, 
to West End duties and the usual winter programme, which, although com- 
paratively monotonous, still requires the Guardsman to be something of a quick- 
change artist. To-day the richly clothed idol of an admiring crowd, to-morrow 
he will be driving his bayonet through a stuffed sack or, poor fellow, his pen over 
squared paper, working out the meeting-point of trains plying at various speeds 
between Colchester and Crewe. But still they come, we are as yet immune from 
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the prevailing dearth of recruits, immune too, from the prevailing epidemic of 
influenza, thanks to the early morning gargling parades. 

Lieut. J. E. Gurney has been appointed Adjutant of the Guards Depot, and 
Capt. G. St. V. J. Vigor and 2/Lieut. S. G. Holland have been transferred to the 
Depot in place of Capt. C. F. R. Brown and Lieut. J. F. Gresham, to both of 
whom we are sorry to say good-bye. 

Cuorr. 

The choir has been working hard in its weekly practice and has taken part 
lately in two concerts, both of which were great successes. On 7th November 
a party left for Swansea and was lavishly entertained at the Mackworth Hotel 
by the local branch of the Old Contemptibles of Wales. On the next day the 
party attended the Armistice Day Sunday service at the Cenotaph, and in the 
evening assisted in the concert at the Empire Theatre, which was well received 
by a large and enthusiastic audience. All those who came down had a thoroughly 
enjoyable week-end. Our thanks are due to the Swansea Branch of the Old 
Contemptibles of Wales for the great hospitality shown towards us. The other 
concert, given at Swallowfield Park, after which we were kindly entertained by 
Major Meade, was also highly successful, in spite of a long foggy drive beforehand. 
The choir excelled itself and has never sung better. It is pleasing to note that 
there is no decline in numbers and the standard of singing is maintained. 


SERGEANTS’ MEss. 


Christmas has come and gone with its attendant festivities and we are settling 
down to the routine of Company training, etc., in preparation for the annual 
feasts of musketry, inspections, Trooping of the Colour and the like. The 
additional events caused by the Coronation will, of course, bring increased activity 
on the Square and in the Clothing Store. 

The “ Brick,” of course, was hung for its appointed period, and what a brick— 
the father of all bricks, a gentleman who was an old sweat when the Regular 
Army was formed. Many thanks are due to Mr. Tondeur, H.M. Office of Works, 
for providing us with so handsome an acquisition to the Mess property. It has 
been whispered that some of the most unlikely members were tempted to put it 
straight just for the pleasure of having their names enscrolled. 

The Christmas Draw was a great success, a success enhanced by the greatly 
appreciated gesture made by the Commanding Officer and Mrs. Fox-Pitt, when 
they came to hang up the brick and inspect the prizes and receive the good wishes 
of the members of the Mess. The prizes were good and managed to sort themselves 
out with fairness at which nobody could cavil. Very few members went away 
empty handed and one (?) at least had but to buy a pound of dripping in order 
to have his Christmas dinner complete. Incidentally, we were all pleased to see 
the boar’s head went to the most appropriate member—very sincere wishes that 
the resultant brawn was of first-class standard. Thanks are due to C.S.M. Mills 
and C.S.M. Webb and their Committee for their management. 

As to functions, the dances have been quite well attended, while the whist 
drives have been most successful. On one occasion the prizes were “ in kind.” 
We hope that the very gracious lady who won the goose knew of the time-honoured 
use to which the fat from that animal may be put. The game of “ House ”’ has 
lent an added attraction to the whist drives and even the most ill-informed of us 
are no longer mystified by such expressions as “ Kelly’s Eye,”’ “‘ Top of the Shop,” 
and “ Medical Bunk.’ The euchre drives continue to claim its supporters and 
its victims, although with increasing practice, the numbers of victims falling when 
the “left” is led is getting steadily smaller. Most altruistic offers by several 
well-known members of the Mess to initiate young members, and a few of the old 
“‘ die-hards ” into the mystery of the game, have not met with the response that 
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the efforts have merited, and the game still continues to rank with Chinese as 
a mystery with quite a number of members—old and new. 

We have had one concert and it went off well. Musn. 19 Evans sang very 
well, but his monologues were a surprise to many present and were quite the 
pick of the evening. Mr. Shilling was again in evidence, while Mrs. Shilling was 
a worthy member of the “ Old Brigade.” The Band, of course, played with their 
usual gusto, even though a pianist must find it extremely difficult to accompany 
the xylophone without music. Whilst on the subject, we have been asked to 
make a correction regarding Bacchanalian Revels in Artillery Messes. We can 
only express our deepest sorrow for the remark and exculpate ourselves by saying 
that we honestly thought the ‘‘ Tea and Wad Wallah ” was a product of post-war 
years. However, in spite of this, we have as yet failed to see any soft drinks 
being carried in the direction of the Band. 

Before ending we must mention the loss of two well-tried members: C.S.M. 
Jones will always be remembered as a very good friend of the Mess and a most 
accomplished ‘‘ Swinger,” while D.Rrrrrr Roberts will leave a vacant place at the 
bar of any function. May we hope to see that swinging in progress and that 
place at the bar filled again in the near future. 


Sport. 

ASSOCIATION FooTBALL.—This season the standard of Association Football 
has risen appreciably. The Battalion hasa young side which should be a good team 
by next winter, and above all, the players are very keen. The old habit of kick 
and run is being superseded by improved football tactics with better results, 
and we have as good a defence as we have ever had. The great fault now is the 
slowness of the defence in getting the ball up to the forwards. Thus when our 
forwards do eventually get the ball, the enemy defence is always in position. 
When we can get over this fault we will go a long way in our competitions. 

It is difficult to mention individuals without mentioning the whole team, 
but there is one player who is an example to all of the spirit in which the game 
should be played. He works almost too hard, plays extremely cleanly and well 
and never shows temper. His name is Gdsn. Hibbott. 

Below are the results to date :— 

Army Challenge Cup.—tst Round: Beat R.A.S.C. (Woolwich), 6—1. 2nd 
Round: Beat Military College of Science, 5—2. 3rd Round: Lost to 2nd Bn. 
Coldstream Guards, 3—o. 

Bulldog Challenge Cup.—2nd Round: Beat the Life Guards, 11-3. The 
Royal Horse Guards in the 3rd Round beat us 3—2, a close shave. 

Southern Suburban League.—We are in a very strong position in the Premier 
Division, having already beaten the holders, Oxford and Bermondsey, and so far 
have won 5, drawn 3, lost 1. 

H.B. Senior League.—Won 2, drawn 4, lost 3. 

H.B. Junior League—Won 4, drawn 1, lost 2. The Boys went out of the 
Boys’ Army Cup Competition losing for the second year to the 2nd Bn. Somerset 
Light Infantry. We are troubled this season by an extreme shortage of Boys 
and have had to postpone several league matches. 

Cross-CouNTRY.—We are not running a Cross-Country team this season, but 
four of our best long-distance runners are keeping fit by training with the Highgate 
Harriers and two of them—Gdsn. Davies and Burrell—have already found their 
way into the team of this well-known club. 

RucbBy.—Although we are now in the middle of the Rugby season, the team 
is still somewhat unsettled, and our fixtures have been played with rather varying 
success. Sergt. Boast has recovered from appendicitis and is able to resume 
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his place. Inthe Army Cup we had a very close game with the 14th Field Brigade 
R.A. at Waddon, which put us up into the 4th Round. Here we beat the Ist Bn. 
Grenadier Guards, 11—o, but lost 23—6 to the Welch Regiment at Cardiff. Gdsn. 
Staines, nearing the end of his service, was given an Army trial. 

Results :-— 

Army Cup.—2nd Round: Battalion beat 3rd Bn. Grenadier Guards, 23—3. 
3rd Round: Battalion beat 14th Field Brigade R.A., 9—8. 

P.O.W. Cup.—aist Round: Battalion beat znd Bn. Coldstream Guards, 
33-3. 2nd Round: We beat Guards Depot, 9—5. 

Junior Cup.—a2nd Round: 1st January, Regent’s Park. Battalion defeated 
the Life Guards very comfortably in the 3rd Round. 

Before the Christmas break the Ist XV had played eighteen friendly matches. 
Notable wins being :—Eastbourne, 11—3; Reading University, 11—10; Artists 
Rifles, 5—o ; R.A.F., Uxbridge, 46—6. ‘‘ A” XV played twelve matches. 

Boxinc.—We had six representatives from the Battalion in the Brigade 
Team v. R.A.F. at the London Scottish Drill Hall, the four winning their bouts 
being : Gdsn. Taylor, Chick, Thompson, and 98 Evans. We also beat the Guards 
Depot by a few points in a contest at the Guards Depot during December. But 
what a night! Visibility from Croydon to Caterham owing to dense fog was 
about five yards, and our biggest fight was to get to the Depot. 

Two men worthy of mention for their efforts to date are Gdsn. Chick (who 
was nearly chosen to go to Sweden with the Army team, but was selected to 
represent the Army v. L.N.E.R. at York, boxing first string welter-weight), and 
Gdsn. Taylor who had a sensational win in the Open Novice Competition of ‘““D” 
Division, Metropolitan Police Boxing Tournament, achieving two knock-outs, 

The Battalion Novices’ Competition and Battalion Championships are being 
held in January and from the results the Brigade team will be selected. 


CourRSES. 


Gdsn. Laho, Burton, Williams and Llewellyn qualified in a Sanitary Duties 
Course. L./Sergt. Baker qualified at a Mortar Course. Gdsn. Coates qualified 
at a Cycle Repair Course. Gdsn. Taylor qualified at an Army Boxing Instructor’s 
Course. Gdsn. 4061 Price qualified at a Water Duties Course. L./Sergt. Maisey 

ot a “Q.r ” at an Anti-Gas Course. Sergts. Stratton, Davies and Rees, and 
L./Sergts. Maisey, Mathias and Burnett qualified in the Bren, L.A. and A.A. 


TRANSFERS. 


L./Sergt. 2471 Harris has rejoined the Battalion after two tours of duty with 
the Royal West African Frontier Force. Sergts. Croft and Lawrence have rejoined 
from the Permanent Staff, T.A. C.S.M. Lovell has been discharged direct from 
the T.A. on completing 21 years’ service. C.S.Ms. Hunt, and Claydon, Sergts. 
Nicol and Sheppard appointed Permanent Staff Instructors to the T.A. in North 
Wales. Sergt. Maskell has rejoined the Battalion after completing a tour as 
instructor at the Royal Military Academy, Woolwich. 


EXTENSIONS. 


L./Cpls. 94 Fisher, Huetson, 20 Fisher and Smith extended to complete 
7 years, 
MEDALS. 
C.S.M. Hunt and Gdsn. Hewitt awarded the Long Service and Good Conduct 
Medal. 
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PROMOTIONS AND APPOINTMENTS. 

L./Cpls. Milton, 85 Thomas, Wilkinson, 07 Parsons, 98 Squires and Roffey 
appointed Paid Lance-Corporals. Sergts. Croft and Maskell promoted Company 
Quartermaster-Sergeants. C.Q.M.Ss. Baker and Dunn promoted Company 
Sergeant-Majors. O.R.S. Jones promoted Orderly-Room Colour-Sergeant. 


CERTIFICATES OF EDUCATION. 


The following have been awarded ist Class Certificates of Education :— 
Gdsn. Hibbott, Stabler, 800 Roberts, Sherlock, and 54 Taylor (‘‘D” in English 
and Mathematics). The following have been awarded 2nd Class Certificates of 
Education :—L./Cpls. Day, Fisher, Wright, Davies, Williams, Huetson and 
Mahoney ; Gdsn. Hopgood, Mitchell, Poole, Peel, Fulcher, Webb, Brain, Bartlett, 
Parry, Thomas, Jones, Maunder, 67 Davies, Veale, Langdon, 72 Davies, 
Cable, Whitehead, Mitchell, Pugh, Powell, Christian, Wheatly, Judkins, Roberts, 
Wood and Curtis. 


GUARDS DEPOT, CATERHAM. 


GENERAL. 


The winter season is now in full swing with noticeable activities in many 
directions. Capt. C. F. R. Brown, Welsh Guards, having resigned, we wish him 
every success and appreciate his interest in Depot sport, particularly swimming, 
by which we are the proud possessors of a cup kindly given by him. This is 
competed for annually at the Depot Gala. Capt. G. St. V. J. Vigor is again with 
us, and we wish him another happy tour of duty. 

Lieut. L. R. C. Stucley, Grenadier Guards, our Adjutant, has had to leave 
before the end of his normal tour to take over Adjutant of the 3rd Battalion, and 
has been relieved by Lieut. J. E. Gurney, Welsh Guards. Mr. Stucley’s en- 
thusiasm and keen interest in everything connected with the Depot has been much 
appreciated by all of us. His presence at any function or department of sport 
was always an inspiration, especially at boxing, which he ran. We feel that our 
loss is indeed a gain for the 3rd Battalion and wish him many successful and happy 
years in his regiment. We welcome his worthy successor, feeling confident he 
will display the same high qualities for so important a position, 

Armistice Day was made memorable by the laying-up of the Old Colours 
of the 1st Grenadiers and 2nd Coldstream in the Depot Chapel. The service was 
most impressive and attracted many of the general public, so much so that many 
could not be admitted. We were honoured by the presence of Lieut.-General 
Sir Alfred Codrington, Colonel of the Coldstream, the Lieutenant-Colonels Com- 
manding the Grenadier and Coldstream Guards, Officers Commanding the 
Battalions, and many others. 

November 25th was a Gala Day in sport, when the rst Bn. Coldstream Guards 
visited us in force to challenge in every department, including shooting, but 
excluding cross-country running. This cosmopolitan event was a happy innova- 
tion and a most enjoyable day was spent. We hope it will not be the last time 
that they, or anyone else who wishes, may pay us a similar visit. Even the 
company teams were involved. The day ended with a fine boxing contest. 

Another innovation was the celebration of Guy Fawkes’ Day. A huge bon- 
fire was lit which, compared with many others in the neighbourhood, was a Crystal 
Palace inferno. Added to this was a lavish display of fireworks, and it was a most 
exciting and enjoyable evening for both ‘“‘ young and old.’ We are indebted to 
the Commandant, whose interest and help were behind it all. 

On 17th December the first Recruits’ Concert of the season was held under 
R.S.M. Jones, through whose efforts and keen stage management a first-rate show 
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was produced. It was indeed an eye-opener to find so much talent, and everyone 
spent a most enjoyable evening, including the artistes themselves. We look 
forward to the next concert in March. 

On 23rd December over 400 went on leave till the following Monday, while 
about 300 remained to celebrate Christmas in barracks. This was done in the true 
traditional Depot style. On 21st December was the Families’ Xmas Tree and Tea, 
when about 400 of those both on and off the strength sat down to a grand tea, 
followed by the usual entertainments and the arrival of Father Xmas. He was 
indeed well loaded with presents, and helped by the Commandant, who gave out 
the presents, he produced toys and articles which were the true delight of every 
child. So that nobody should be disappointed he brought a ‘‘ surplus stock ’’— 
a very “ Fatherly ’ and ‘“‘ Christmassy ’’ forethought. As usual, the tree was a 
gorgeous sight, and at the end its load of trinkets were distributed to all and sundry. 
One and all appreciated the kindness of the Commandant, and the enthusiasm and 
hard work of the Quartermaster and Mrs. R. S. Walker in providing so fine a spread 
and such a happy time. 

The four festive days round Christmas were run on the usual attractive lines. 
The dinner could not have been surpassed. Equally good was the “‘ supper ”’ 
at 6 p.m., when all who wished sat down to further good Xmas fare. There 
were various forms of recreation and sport, pass-ball, football, Rugby, paper- 
chase, singing competition, etc., which all entered into with great gusto. On 
Boxing Night was an All Ranks’ Carnival Dance, mainly for the recruits, who 
were specially invited. This was much appreciated, and the dance turned out 
to be one of the most enjoyable spent in the Depot. To sum up we can only say 
that a ‘‘ Merry Xmas” was indeed feasted in the true spirit of Charles Dickens. 

We now start the New Year in earnest and note the steady influx of 
recruits after the slight lull of a week or so back. We have sent off the first Irish 
Guards draft and are preparing for the next one in March. A rather worrying 
‘flu epidemic is holding sway, which has caused a postponement in the second 
Depot Boxing Tournament. However, we hope for a subsidence very soon. 


SPorT. 

ASSOCIATION FooTBALL.—Of late, and before Christmas, our footballers have 
been training in real earnest, which has evidently borne fruit. Although we have 
not a majority of wins, the teams have played some good football, running 
opponents close when we have not won. We were knocked out 4—1 by the Welsh 
Guards in the 2nd Round of the Senior Cup. We have been honoured by a visit 
from Mr. S. F. Rous, Secretary of the Football Association, who gave a most 
interesting and enlightening lecture to all our teams and to our class of twenty-four 
budding referees, all very keen and anxiously awaiting their examination so as to 
become Army referees. The lecture was illustrated by sound films of first-class 
exponents, whose movements were fully explained, which gave us valuable help. 
Mr. Rous has kindly consented to come again in the near future to lecture to our 
referees in particular as well as to the teams. 

The Trotter Shield Inter-Company Competition is now nearly over, after which 
we look forward to the usual exciting cup ties in the Inter-Company Cup. The 


League table up to 8th January :— Goals 

jet W. iB. D. For. Agst. Pts. 
“K" Coy. Scots Guards... II 9 — 2 48 8 20 
5th Coy. Irish Guards SpA LO: 5 2 3 33 18 13 
13th Coy. Grenadier Guards Ir 5 4 2 32 25 12 
14th Coy. Coldstream Guards 8 4 4 — 14 21 8 
13th Coy. Coldstream Guards 11 3 7 I 24 28 7 
6th Coy. Welsh Guards... 9 3 5 I 17 28 7 
14th Coy. Grenadier Guards _r0 Tt 8 I 12 52 3 
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The Scots Guards are so far unbeaten. One cannot foresee them losing the 
cup with only one match to play. 

The Recruits’ League has produced some equally exciting games between 
teams entirely composed of recruits. Following is the League table :— 


Goals 

P: W. EL. D. For. Agst. Pts. 
13th Coy. Coldstream Guards ro 6 2 2 26 II 14 
“KK " Coy. Scots Guards ... 9 5 3 I 17 12 II 
14th Coy. Coldstream Guards 10 4 3 3 23 15 II 
5th Coy. Irish Guards ava LO 3 4 3 18 22 9 
13th Coy. Grenadier Guards 10 3 4 3 18 30 9 
6th Coy. Welsh Guards ..._-I0 2 4 4 19 19 8 
14th Coy. Grenadier Guards 1 2 3 4 15 28 8 


The three leading positions are still a matter for conjecture, and some exciting 
games are expected to decide the issue. However, the Scots Guards are hoping to 
pull off the double, and we wish them luck. The Recruits’ Knock-out Competition 
is due. Doubtless the Scots Guards will try to win this most exciting event. 

RuGBy FooTBaLLt.—We have been doing quite well, but were rather surprised 
at being knocked out of the Army Cup by the rst Grenadiers. This was a first- 
rate game with extra time, when the clever tactics of the Grenadiers’ forwards 
overcame our defence. We congratulate the winners, and are well satisfied with 
the result. We were beaten by the rst Welsh Guards in the Prince of Wales’s Cup, 
9-5. We have many games with civilian clubs. 

Just before Christmas we got the use of a projector to show the Army Rugby 
Union instructional film, and full advantage was taken of this interesting and 
instructive film. The teams were able to judge the fine points of the game, and 
will try to put them into practice. 

Some great games are being played in the Crawshay Cup Inter-Company 
League, and the position of the two leading companies is rather interesting as 
the following table will show :— 


Points League 

P. W. L. D. For. Agst. Points. 
13th Coy. Grenadier Guards ... 10 9 I — 220 25 18 
6th Coy. Welsh Guards 8 7 I — 1972 15 14 
“ K " Coy. Scots Guards 8 6 Z _ 182 40 12 
5th Coy. Irish Guards ... «es «69 I 6 2 2I 87 4 
13th Coy. Coldstream Guards... 8 2 6 — 31 182 4 
14th Coy. Coldstream Guards... 7 I 5 I 12 7 3 
14th Coy. Grenadier Guards ... 8 I 6 I 12 221 3 


Boxinc.—Our team so far is not so strong as last year, yet we have both 
wins and very close defeats with battalions. The Depot Novices Meeting takes 
place shortly, where we hope to find further talent. We look forward to our 
contest with the 3rd Grenadiers on the 3rd February, and the finals of the Brigade 
events will be a fitting wind-up to a busy season. 

SwIMMING.—As was hoped and expected, we carried off most events at the 
Brigade Championships last October. Here is a summary of our achievements :— 

Boys’ Race: 1, Boy Rowe (S.G.) ; 2, Boy Officer (S.G.) ; 3, Boy Beaton (S.G.). 

Household Brigade 100 Yards Championship: 2, L./Cpl. Bowman (C.G.) 

Sergeants’ Race: Winner, Sergt. Moughton (G.G.). 

Officers’ Race: 3, Lieut. J. F. Gresham. 

Lance-Corporals and Guardsmen: Winner, L./Cpl. Bowman (C.G.). 
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Diving: 3, L./Cpl. Angulatta (G.G.). 

Breast Stroke: 1, Ret. Thompson (G.G.) ; 3, L./Sergt. Percival (G.G.). 

Variety Race: Winner, L./Cpl. Gardner (C.G.). 

Inter-Unit Relay : 2, Depot team. 

Water Polo: Depot beat 2nd Coldstream Guards 2—1 and won cup for second 
year in succession. : 


Cross-Country Runninc.—Capt. T. G. Lindsay, Irish Guards, is now 
Officer in Charge, and we are having a successful season under his leadership. 
Besides matches with most battalions and the Air Force, which we have won, 
we have entered the Surrey County Association where we have met some very 
formidable opponents. This is valuable experience and practice, and we hope to 
win our laurels once again at the London District Championships. List of matches 
run by the Depot cross-country team :—Won: R.A.F., Kenley ; 3rd Grenadier 
Guards; Rothery Athletic Club; 2nd Coldstream Guards; R.A.F., Uxbridge. 
Lost: Surrey Athletic Club and Barclays Bank (three-cornered) ; Belgrave 
Harriers, Aylesford Paper Mills and The Staffordshire Regt. (four-cornered 
match) ; South London Harriers. To gain experience the Depot also competed 
in the Surrey County Senior Race at Epsom. Although not successful the team 
ran well, and obtained good training. The second Depot run was held on 7th 
January and resulted in a good win for the Irish Guards. The following shows the 
final placings :— 

Winners of Company Cup: 1st, No. 5 Coy. Irish Guards, 228 points; 2nd, 
13th Coy. Grenadier Guards, 270 points; 3rd, 13th Coy. Coldstream Guards, 
390 points ; 4th, 14th Coldstream Guards, 416 points; 5th, 14th Coy. Grenadier 
Guards, 505 points; 6th, 6th Coy. Welsh Guards, 519 points; 7th, ‘““K’”’ Coy. 
Scots Guards, 643 points. 


Winners of Squad Cup: 1st, L./Sergt. Hasting’s Squad (Irish Guards), 363 
points; 2nd, L./Sergt. Lewis’s Squad (13th Coy. Grenadier Guards), 408 points ; 
3rd, L./Cpl. Greenaway’s Squad (Irish Guards), 431 points. 

Individuals: 1st, L./Cpl. Smylie, Irish Guards; 2nd, L./Sergt. Clarke, 
Coldstream Guards; 3rd, L./Cpl. Attenborough, Grenadier Guards; 4th, Rect. 
Brewer, Coldstream Guards; 5th, L./Sergt. Simpson, Coldstream Guards; 6th, 
T.S. Burcham, Grenadier Guards. 


HockEey.—This game is becoming more prominent than ever, and many 
interesting games have been played with civilian and Army clubs, most of which 
have been won. The Depot side is very stable, in that we have been fortunate in 
retaining much the same players as well as finding new talent. The Inter-Company 
League is well under way, although there have been several postponed games 
through bad weather. The following is the position of companies to 8th January :— 


Goals 

P. W. ?b, D. For. Agst. Pts. 
14th Coy. Coldstream Guards 3 3 _ _ 7 I 6 
13th Coy. Grenadier Guards 4 I I 2 8 6 4 
14th Coy. Grenadier Guards 3 I I I 6 3 3 
“K” Coy. Scots Guards I I —= — 3 I 2 
5th Coy. Irish Guards 2 I I _— 3 3 2 
6th Coy. Welsh Guards Ee Se _ _ I 3 3 I 
13th Coy. Coldstream Guards 4 —_— 4 _— oO 13 ° 


SERGEANTS’ MESs. 


As usual we have been having great fun. On 26th November there was a 
prolonged Billiards Tournament between teams captained by such stalwarts as 
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“ Jerry” Hart, the Pioneer Sergeant, and “ Harry’ Dimmock. A feast, laid by 
the capable Sergt.-Cook Gray, Coldstream Guards, followed by a concert of our 
own “turns.”’ It was patronized by the Commandant and officers of the Depot, 
including Lieut. L. R. C. Stucley, Grenadier Guards, our Adjutant, by which 
it gave us the opportunity to wish him a fitting good-bye and good luck. We 
were also delighted to entertain the W.Os. and N.C.Os. at the end of a line drill 
course. Later we arranged a games tournament with some thirty of our regular 
civilian Mess friends, followed by a worthy supper, greatly enjoyed by all. 


Just before Christmas we ran whist and euchre drives, the prizes for these 
being seasonable poultry. It was a huge success under the able leadership of 
Q.M.S. Garwood, Coldstream Guards, and C.S.M. Burdett, Coldstream Guards. 
Throughout Christmas the Mess was festive, and many were the nice homely 
impromptu concerts thoroughly enjoyed by all. On Christmas Eve we formed a 
carol party, under the baton of R.S.M. Jones, which visited the “ appropriate ” 
places and received a tremendous reception, the party dispersing in the small 
hours of Christmas Day. The single members as usual being busily engaged looking 
after the wants of the youngsters on Christmas Day, had their own dinner in the 
Mess on Boxing Day, at the same time inviting any married members who wished 
to join them. Several accepted, and all enjoyed an excellent repast prefaced by a 
short but jovial and inspiring “‘ annual”’ speech from L./Sergt. ‘‘ Harry’ Dimmock. 
Before this (at 10 a.m.) we had our traditional soccer duel with the Corporals, 
emerging victorious by six goals to nil. Much of our success was due to the expert 
and thrustful tactics of the two Cook-Sergeants—Gray and Marlow. 


So we look back with regret on a hectic five days, and a right royal merry 
Xmas. Not content with this, we ran our New Year’s Ball on 31st December 
from 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. So popular have our dances become that, on this occasion, 
we had to turn people away while some enthusiasts actually ‘‘ gate-crashed,”’ but 
were caught by our wary Police staff. The dance itself was ‘‘ Carnival ”’ all the 
way, and with the aid of a tip-top dance band (the Santa Marina Orchestra) things 
went with real rhythm and swing. Old Father Time took his departure at the 
customary hour and minute, followed by the strains of the pipes of the Scots Guards 
in the person of Boy Roe, Scots Guards, who on the first pause received the tradi- 
tional stimulant (undiluted) at the hands of the Commandant. Then marched in 
our prehistoric but amazingly efficient Corps of Drums, led by ‘“‘ Drum-Major ” 
Palmer with “ Drummers” Garwood, Curtis, Myham, Balchin, Court, Doolay 
and others, heralded to the strains of “ Here we are again.” Then came the 
Drum and Flute “ Reveille,” and finally ‘‘ Auld Lang Syne,” in which the vast 
audience joined lustily. A well staged affair deserving the applause it received. 

We have more dances yet to come, and of course look forward tothem. Here 
and now, we thank C.S.M. Stedman, Grenadier Guards, and C.Q.M.S. Bullard, Scots 
Guards, by whose untiring work to many a late hour the dances have been such 
a social and financial success. 

CorPoRALs’ MEss. 


As usual we have had some very well attended and enjoyable monthly dances. 
Unfortunately our Carnival Dance for 8th January had to be cancelled owing to 
influenza. We hope to make up for this in the future if a date can be fitted in. 


We ran an exciting Games Tournament, the winners of the various events being : 


Billiards.—Winner, L./Cpl. Tilson (G.G.), Runner-up, L./Cpl. Bottom (C.G.). 
Cribbage.—Winner, L./Cpl. Pritchard (S.G.). Runner-up, L./Cpl. Abbott (G.G.). 
Darts.—Winner, L./Cpl. Biggenden (G.G.). Runner-up, L./Cpl. Abbott (G.G.). 
Skittles.—-Winner, L./Cpl. Smylie (I.G.). Runner-up, L./Cpl. Ramsden (C.G.). 
Dominoes.—Winner, L./Cpl. Cleveland (C.G.)._ Runner-up, L./Cpl. Thomas (C.G.) 
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A badminton match was played against the Sergeants, but we were not quite 
good enough, although the game was thrilling. Just before Xmas we held our 
Annual Draw, followed by a concert amongst ourselves, aided by free beer for all— 
a most happy evening. We were pleased to welcome many old mess members 
and their wives. On Boxing Day we had our annual soccer tussle with the 
Sergeants, and our “ training ”’ for the great event culminated in an issue of one 
pint per player as a final send-off. However, in spite of such aid, we lost six goals 
to nil, chiefly owing to the wiles of the Cookhouse ‘‘ White Chiefs ’’—1.¢., Sergts. 
Gray and Marlow, who seemed irresistible. Not good enough. 


TRAINED SOLDIERS. 


The few remaining during Xmas had no difficulty in making the best of 
things with so much organized recreational fare going on. Our room was nicely 
decorated. We look forward to our monthly dances, where we hope to see many 
old friends. Trained soldiers nowadays do not linger at the Depot, and one can 
always see new faces arriving at quick intervals. With so many recruits there is 
plenty to keep us busy. 

Women’s CLus. 


The Club is now going very strong under the keen leadership of Mrs. Jones, who 
is ably backed up by her husband. Our social evenings, held every Tuesday, are 
well patronized, and new members keep rolling up. Our average attendance is 
fifty, and enjoyable times are spent with dancing, music and whist drives. The 
monthly dances for all ranks are always fully attended, and a great success socially 
and financially. During Christmas week we had a Christmas tree at which the 
husbands were allowed to join in, certainly an honour for them! All the members 
received a present from the tree, and the Commandant and Sergeant-Major were 
lucky in the draw. All were delighted at the usefulness of the gifts. Half way 
through Santa Claus appeared with his traditional sack and gave each lady an 
apple, no doubt with a view to keeping about sixty doctors away. 


OBITUARY. 


Ian Addison’s death on 21st November, 1936, the result of a fall with the Household Brigade 
Drag, brought to a tragic end many old and lately renewed friendships. It came as a special 
sorrow to those who knew his brave and patient fight against a long illness contracted in Nigeria, 
from which he had made a seemingly complete recovery. . 

He joined the znd Bn. Grenadier Guards from Wellington and the Royal Military College 
on 29th January, 1931; the following winter he was transferred to the rst Battalion, served 
with them in Egypt and at home until October, 1933, when he was seconded to the Royal West 
African Frontier Force, being posted to the 4th Bn. The Nigeria Regiment at Ibadan. 

In Egypt he had learned to play polo, and in Nigeria he proved himself an enthusiast at 
the game and a keen and energetic soldier. He helped to win the Kaduna Tournament in 1934, 
before being transferred to Lagos as Regimental Transport Officer, where he was responsible 
for all personnel and stores that entered the country. ‘ 

Through twenty-three months, Ian took eager interest in the country and in the native 
troops and their life. An enthusiastic photographer, there exist some very fine photographs 
he took, of the country and its characteristics, as also of the various racial types with whom he 
came into contact. » 

Leaving Lagos in August, 1935, he spent his leave largely in a tour of South Africa; in 
East Africa however he stayed awhile and then headed his way home to his Regiment through 
the Sudan and Egypt, paying a three weeks’ visit to the rst Bn. Scots Guards at Mursah Metruh. 

Shortly after his arrival in England Ian represented the Royal West African Frontier Force 
at the funeral of King George V, just before rejoining the 1st Battalion. 

He was not, however, to serve again with the regiment of which he was so proud, for the 
remainder of his life was spent in dangerous illness followed by a long and tedious convalescence. 
This he bore with exemplary endurance, curbing his natural impatience and determined to make 
a complete recovery. His joy was great when he heard he would be fit to return to his Battalion 
early this year. 

‘His saddle death has taken away a gallant and loved figure, and has brought sorrow to his 
many friends, alike in his regiment and in the Brigade. 


[Very regrettably this note had to be reduced to small print —Ed.] 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS. 


BIRTHS. 
Grenadier Guards. 


ANDERSON.—On 1oth December, to Sergt. and Mrs. Anderson—a son, David Douglas. 
Bow.er.—On 12th December, to Sergt. and Mrs. Bowler—a daughter, Jean Elizabeth. 
Dxax1n.—On 7th November, to Sergt. and Mrs. B. Deakin—a son, Benjamin David. 
SoLLtey.—On 13th November, to L./Sergt. and Mrs. H. Solley—a son, Alexander Samuel. 
WaitEe.—On 18th November, to C.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Waite—a daughter, Joselin Diana. 


Coldstream Guards. 


DaLE.—On 19th December, to Gdsn. and Mrs. A. Dale—a son, Dennis Leonard. 
Hotp1nc.—On 18th November, to Gdsn. and Mrs. J. Holding—a son, Harry. 
Jonzs.—On 27th October, to L./Cpl. and Mrs. D. Jones—a daughter, Kathleen. 
PrRRY.—On 22nd September, to Gdsn. and Mrs. H. Perry—a son, Derek Herbert. 
Warp.—On 11th September, to Gdsn. and Mrs. J. Ward—a son, John Brian Anstruther. 
Wixxins.—On 3rd September, to Gdsn. and Mrs. H. Wilkins—a daughter, Audrey Ellen. 


Trish Guards. 


BaruHAM.—On 13th June, to Gdsn. and Mrs. Barham—a daughter, June Denise. 
Connery.—On Ist January, 1937, to L./Sergt. and Mrs. Connery—a son, Martin. 
FLoop.—On 9th October, to Gdsn. and Mrs. Flood—a daughter, Doreen Margaret. 
O’Connor.—On 28th November, to Gdsn. and Mrs. O’Connor—a son, Joseph Richard. 
Tuompson.—On 2oth October, to C.Q.M.S. and Mrs. Thompson—a daughter, Repurta Mary. 


Welsh Guards, 


Duccan.—On 27th July, to Gdsn. and Mrs. Duggan—a daughter, Vivienne. 
PorttER.—On 6th November, to Gdsn. and Mrs. Potter—a son, David. 
SAYERS.—On 29th November, to A./R.S.M. and Mrs. Sayers—a son, Michael. 
West.—On 16th December, to L./Sergt. and Mrs. West—a daughter, Shirley. 
Winser,—On 28th July, to Gdsn. and Mrs. Winser—a son, Albert. 
Woops.—On 16th July, to L./Sergt. and Mrs. Woods—a son, David. 





MARRIAGES. 
Grenadier Guards, 


BENNETT—MATTHEWS.—On 15th September, Gdsn. G. Bennett to Evelyn. 
BrRUNT—STEADMAN.—On 24th October, Gdsn. J. Brunt to Constance, 
CroucHER—PEARSON.—On 31st October, L./Sergt. A. Croucher to Lettie. 
DESSENT—DESSENT.—On 7th November, L./Cpl. B. Dessent to Hilda. 
Hampsuire—Davies.—On 1st December, Gdsn. J. Hampshire to Winifred. 
SINFIELD—BULL.—On 12th December, L./Cpl. C. Sinfield to Mary. 
Tipprr—Davizs.—On 24th December, Gdsn. A. Tipper to Amelia. 
TurToN—HItit.—On 15th December, Sergt. N. Turton to Marjorie. 
Watson—EATWELL.—On 2nd December, Gdsn. E. Watson to Kathleen. 
WuitE—NEWLAND.—On 5th September, Gdsn, R, White to Jenty. 
Wiixins—ALLEN.—On 1oth October, L./Sergt. B. Wilkins to Ruby. 


Coldstream Guards. 


CotwiILL—Grz8EN.—On 25th November, Gdsn. A. Colwill to Hilda May. 
DuKES—ALEXANDER.—On 26th November, L./Sergt. J. Dukes to Gladys Maud. 
Evans—ReEppy.—On 19th December, Dmr. E. Evans to Evelyn Maud. 
ForD—WaGNER.—On 23rd December, L./Cpl. W. Ford to Pauline. 
Jackson— Batcuin.—On 6th June, Gdsn. S. Jackson to Hettie May. 
onES—Martin.—On 21st November, Gdsn. E. Jones to Ivy Doris. 
JorpaN—MorGaN.—On 28th July, Gdsn. W. Jordan to Ivy. 
Hunt—Batus.—On 17th October, L./Cpl. H. Hunt to Gladys Maud. 
LAWER—TREADWELL.—On 19th December, Gdsn. C. Lawer to Rosalind Ada. 
NEEDHAM+-BrROAD.—On roth July, Gdsn. G, Needham to Florence Beatrice Elizabeth. 
Reason—WalItE.—On roth October, L./Sergt. S. Reason to Hilda. 
SUMMERSGILL—ILES.—On 3rd October, Gdsn. C. Summersgill to Gladys May, 
STANNARD—HoweE.—On 14th November, Gdsn. T. Stannard to Lilian. 
TuomPrson—WuiItTBy.—On 16th November, L./Cpl. C. Thompson to Stella Eileen. 
Warv—Huckutstone.—On 28th November, Gdsn. J. Ward to Mary Elizabeth. 
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Irish Guards. 
BreGcGc—FLoop.—On 11th November, Gdsn. Begg to Margaret Mary. 
ByrneE—CHESTER.—On 3rd October, L./Cpl. Byrne to Constance. 
GALLAGHER—SANDS.—On 30th September, Drum-Major Gallagher to Edith. 
HarLtow—Putiin.—On 3rd October, L./Cpl. Harlow to Cicely Freda. 
O’ConnoR—Marr.—On 22nd October, Gdsn. O’Connor to Norah May. 
O’Connor—ReEppy.—On oth January, 1936, Gdsn. O'Connor to Mary Bridget. 


Welsh Guards. 
Buxton—MortimErR.—On 21st November, Gdsn. Buxton to Louie. 
CRANE—PADFIELD.—On 22nd July, Gdsn. Crane to Constance. 
EpWARDS—KERSLAKE.—On goth June, Sergt. Edwards to Ena. 
Evans—Jones.—On 24th April, Gdsn. Evans to Florence. 
Grass—Drzew.—On 7th November, L./Sergt. Glass to Elsie. 
HaMILTON—CransToNn.—On 19th September, L./Sergt. Hamilton to Elleanor. 
Horttanp—Day.—On 2oth June, Sergt. Holland to Ellen. 
Joun—Jacos.—On 8th August, Gdsn. John to Gertrude. 
Jones—Evans.—On 7th November, O.R.C.S. Jones to Ivy. 
MEESE—FRANKLIN.—On 5th December, Gdsn. Meese to Dacia. 
PooL_E—LrEwis.—On 2oth May, Gdsn. Poole to Gertrude. 
WeEstwoop—AtTkins.—On 15th December, L./Sergt. Westwood to Dorothy. 


GOLDEN WEDDING. 
Scots Guards. 


CarL—E—McDonactp.—On 18th December, 1886, at All Saints, Dorchester, Sergt. Alexander 
Carle, Scots Guards, to Mary A. McDonald. Present Address : Deanston, Girvan, Ayrshire. 





DEATHS. 


Grenadier Guards. 
BEADLE.—On 9th November, Ex-L./Cpl. F. Beadle. 
Brxrson.—On 27th October, Ex-Pte. H. Beeson. 
Broap.—During November, Ex-Pte. F. Broad. 
CaBLE.—During December, Ex-Pte. P. Cable. 
Gracge.—On 6th January, 1937, Ex-Pte. A. Grace. 
JENNINGS.—On 26th October, Ex-Pte. J. Jennings. 
Jonzs.—During November, Ex-Suptg. Clerk W. Jones. 
Humpnreys.—On 18th September, Ex-L./Cpl. W. Humphreys. 
MertcaL¥rg.—During January, 1937, Ex-Gdsn. C. Metcalfe. 
PzEFtT.—During November, Ex-R.Q.M.S. W. Peet. 
Proctor.—On 16th October, Ex-Sergt. W. Proctor. 
WintER.—During November, Ex-Gdsn. J. Winter. 


Coldstream Guards. 
Jonzs.—On 26th October, Doreen Louise, daughter of Sergt. and Mrs. D. Jones. 


Scots Guards. 
BELL.—On 2nd November, at Hertford, Mr. J. Bell, formerly Sergeant, Scots Guards. 
Knapp.—On 16th November, at Runwell, Essex, Mr. E. J. Knapp, formerly Private, Scots Guards. 
PuiL1p.—On 5th November, at St. Thomas's Hospital, London, Mr. J. R. Philip, formerly Guards- 
man, Scots Guards. 
Witson.—On 3rd October, at Wallingford, Gdsn. T. Wilson, Section “‘ B,”” Army Reserve, Scots 
Guards. 





BRIGADE CROSS-COUNTRY RACE. 


The Brigade of Guards Cross-Country Race was held in the Pytchley country near Great 
Brington, on 17th February, 1937. There were twenty-four starters. The result was :— 
1st, ‘Cold Iron” (Capt. Sir John Carew Pole, Bt., Coldstream Guards) ; 2nd, ‘“ Dunsandle,” 
(Lieut. D. R. Daly, Scots Guards) ; 3rd, ‘‘ Wineberry "’ (2/Lieut. Hon. H. K. A. Cecil, Welsh 
Guards). 

The Scots Guards ran the Regimental Race concurrently, the result was :—1st, ‘“‘ Dunsandle,” 
sat D. R. Daly) ; 2nd, ‘‘ Torchlight ’ (Mr. R. M. Gurowski) ; 3rd, ‘“* Latterday '’ (Capt. M. D. 
Erskine). 


